
 Thetford Energy Committee 8/13/13 Draft Minutes
Meeting started at 5:10pm
Attendees: Ellen Blumberg, Bob Walker, Joel Legun
Others:  Phebe McCosker
Review and approve minutes from 7/9/13 meetings  - no quorum 
Thetford Volunteer-Assisted Weatherization – Bob update on income qualifying guidelines –CVCAC does not believe it will have funding to serve homeowners in its new 60% - 80% median income level and thinks we should set our qualification threshold at 60% - 90% of county median income as threshold. Select Board agrees. Select Board also agreed that we should use the 1040 income level as verification and that we just ask to see it and not ask for a copy. SB asked Bob to verify with CVCAC whether it is adjusted or gross income on 1040 that qualifies The Vermont Communitu Foundation has awarded Thetford $1,500 for first pilot project. Others submitted to NEGEF, B&Js and Ompompanoosuc Trust. Ellen will check with Jill to see if we can we use $500 from TEC’s special account to get going with first project and reimburse from subsequent grants if we get them. 
Solar Thetford – Bob update on interviews with Nortech, Solaflect, and Paul Tierney/ Valley Community Loan Fund.  Towns cannot be part of LLC owners, but “might” be able to be partial or sole lenders to project, with interest returns going to pool to fund other town energy projects. May not complete till ’14. Phebe asked bob to check to see if individuals in town lend to the project.
Thetford Home Energy Challenge – Bob Updates on 
· Home Energy visits – 4 home energy tours took place. Probably at least 6 audits have resulted from them.
· Day of Action – 10/5 – Joel suggested we set up a table at recycling center. Bob will bring blower door and IR camera, Challenge and HP handouts from home energy tours, Trifold with Thetford Challenge Case studies and where we are on goals. Joel will reserve space. Inform via list serve notices. Ask folks to: “Bring the amount of fuel you use (gallons, cords, etc, not cost) and square feet of heated area info to get a free CFL as long as they last, and we will help you figure out how efficient your home is.”
Energy Tip – Joel will draft below and send to Sheila Fifield by 8/16, SheilaFifield@aol.com  (please
list Newsletter in the subject line): 
Heating Season is Coming -- Are You Ready?
Keep your house comfortable and save money by not wasting energy during the heating season. 
· Get your furnace and boiler tuned up
· Change furnace air filters
· Clean chimney
· Check weatherstripping on all doors and windows
· Caulk cracks around doors and windows
· Close your storm windows and lock your windows before you turn on the heat
· Program night temperature setback on your thermostat to 50 degrees
· Clean your heat vents and fin tubing
Help for Energy section of town website – Joel will see if Paul wants to help on this or teach him how to update it.
Warmth in Winter Movies – Everyone look for positive movies on energy.
Next TEC Meeting Date – Bob will send out doodle 9/5, 18, 19, 2013. 5:00 – 7:00 PM 

