Thetford Energy Committee 2009 Annual Report
The Thetford Energy Committee (TEC) worked on the following projects in 2009 to help the town, its residents and businesses reduce energy use, save money and protect the environment:

Energy Efficient Light Bulbs – The TEC and Sustainable Energy Resource Group (SERG) sold 56 energy-efficient compact fluorescent light bulbs (CFLs) at the 2009 town meeting, which over their lifetimes should save almost 27,161 KWH, $3,259 in electric use and 20.37 tons reduced CO2 to atmosphere. Proceeds of $102.30 from the sale were donated to SERG for organizing the sale and for their assistance with other town energy activities.  TEC also installed a CFL over the entrance to town hall.

Local Food Initiative – TEC efforts in 2008 and at the 2009 town meeting led to the formation of the Pompanoosuc Agricultural Society in 2009, an ad hoc citizens group promoting local food initiatives.

Educational Films, Handouts and Tips– The TEC organized a two-evening film series about climate change and over consumption of resources, each attended by 30-40 participants.  TEC produced an energy education handout distributed at the films, town meeting and a Button Up workshop. TEC submitted Energy Tips of the Month to the Thetford Newsletter.

Vermont Community Energy Mobilization Program – TEC recruited 24 residents who participated in this program, visiting 52 Thetford homes to install simple weatherization measures. Efficiency Vermont trained volunteers and SERG organized the distribution of materials and teams to various homes. 
Community Center Weatherization – The TEC provided materials and recruited 42 volunteers to help weatherize retrofits at the Thetford Center Community Center. Training and oversight of volunteers was provided by SERG.

Promoting Efficient New Building – TEC and Thetford zoning administrator Richard Blackwell distributed information on the Vermont Energy Star Homes Program and Vt. Energy Building Code to those seeking new building permits. We also worked with the Planning Commission to develop regulations that would promote new efficient housing.

No Idling Signs – The TEC made and hung 3 “No Engine Idling Please” signs at the Town recycling center. 

Forum on the Future of Vermont Yankee – The TEC, Norwich Energy Committee, SERG and Sierra Club cosponsored a public forum attended by over 100 on whether to extend the license of Vermont Yankee.

LED and PACE Grants – TEC worked with Thetford Selectboard to submit 2 grants:  One to purchase town streetlights from CVPS and upgrade them to LEDs.  The second to investigate and put before the Town for vote at the 2011 Town Meeting the option of forming or joining a Property Assessed Clean Energy district, allowing the Town to bond and individuals to borrow against the bond to install energy efficiency or renewable energy measures on their homes.  

TEC Education and Networking – Four TEC members attended the annual day-long Vermont Energy and Climate Action Network conference as well as two Upper Valley roundtables of energy committees organized by SERG.
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