Minutes of the Thetford Conservation Commission – September 28, 2011 at 7:15 PM
Present: Li Shen, Amy McElroy, Skip Sturman, Bob Pulaski, Libby Chapin, Ann Lavanway
Absent: Connie Snyder, Stephanie Carter, Eric Pyle
Guests: Abbey Willard
1. The minutes from September 14 were approved.
2. Abbey Willard presented information about the Trees for Streams program.  Abbey described the project that was recently done on Robinson Hill Road.  Phase 1 of this project has been completed.  It was funded by Better Back Roads.  Abbey suggested three ways that Thetford could go forward with Trees for Streams.  1.  Adding some fill and more stability on the Robinson Hill site might be accomplished with a Phase 2 Better Back Roads grant.  2. Thetford might want to use the Robinson Hill Road project as a model for setting up a plan for the Town of Thetford doing a lake shore planting project for Lake Fairlee or a similar project for streams in Thetford.  3.  There is money available to provide support for Ompompanoosuc Trees for Streams.  ¾ of an acre has been planned for Thetford. (A little over $10,000 total in Strafford, West Fairlee, and Thetford was allocated for plants for the whole area.)  The New Hampshire Charitable Foundation Mitigation Enhancement Fund funded the Trees for Streams program.  There are already some Thetford property owners interested in the program.  Abbey sees the Commission getting involved by getting community volunteers to do the plantings.  Libby Chapin volunteered to be the Conservation Commission liaison for the Trees for Streams program in Thetford.  Abbey will do site visits to the interested property owners and two town parcels (Taylor Parcel and the Post Mills Nature Area), and we will assess if it makes sense to have Abbey apply for additional funds.  It is possible that the Trees for Streams may be able to address invasives as a precursor to the plantings.
3. Connie Snyder has agreed to serve as a liaison to UVLT.
4. Continuation of Crown Jewel walks.  Skip will contact one landowner for a possible Crown Jewel walk this fall.

5. The Planning Commission is holding a public meeting on Tuesday, October 4 at 7:30 at Thetford Town Hall asking for input for the next Town Plan.

6. Wednesday, October 12 at 2:00 Li and Libby, and maybe Skip and Bob will paint blazes on PMNA.
7. The Selectboard voted to change the permissible driveway grade from 12% to 15% over 100 feet.

8. Monday, October 3, the Selectboard will address the Welch Ompompanoosuc bank collapse along Sawnee Bean Road.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 pm.
Reminder that Commission members should let Li know ahead of time if they cannot attend Conservation Committee meetings, so that she can plan accordingly.

Our next meeting is October 12.
Respectfully submitted,
Amy McElroy
