Minutes of the Thetford Conservation Commission – September 14, 2011 at 7:15 PM
Present: Li Shen, Amy McElroy, Skip Sturman, Bob Pulaski, Eric Pyle, Libby Chapin, Ann Lavanway
Absent: Connie Snyder, Stephanie Carter
1. The minutes from July 13 were approved.
2. Approved the Arrowwood Environmental Invoice total of $256.89, which includes Inv #2011-239 for $73.89 and Inv #2011-276 for $183.00.  These were for extra copies of report and map.
3. Ann, Li, and Ehrhard went to the Selectboard Meeting on 9/12 to discuss Ehrhard’s plan for logging and invasives control on the properties in the Management Plan.  The Selectboard was supportive of Erhard’s plan.
4. Discussed priorities for spending the rest of our 2011 budget.  A suggestion was made to develop a guide to conserving property in Thetford.  Skip will make a rough draft.  Amy will try to find samples that other groups have done.
5. Li will ask UVLT about the status of the Alchuler/Sanborn Road conservation project and see if they need any support from us.
6. Li will ask UVLT about the status of the Linny Levin trail on the Zebedee property.
7. Amy will get the Conservation Project Assistance document onto the town website.

8. The Selectboard is having a special hearing on Tuesday, September 20, to discuss changing the limits on driveway grades.
9. Discussed the “Trees for Streams” program.  Abbey Willard will be at our September 28 meeting to explain this program to us and discuss how it might happen in Thetford.  This will be a program that involves school children.
10. Town parcel volunteer work (Commission members should keep track of and report to Li volunteer time that they spend on the various projects): 


· Cutting trees and brush hogging on Hughes North.  Bob and Eric will take care of this.

· Painting boundary blazes at PMNA.  We are thinking of doing this after the first week in October
· Invasives removal - hand pulling on Hughes.  There is an area of White Pines near Sawnee Bean Road that has invasives that can be hand pulled.
· We need to re-flag boundaries on the town owned properties.
11. Li will report to the Selectboard about trash that has been dumped on the Hughes parcel (a chair and a rug).

12. Skip brought up a discussion about the Crowned Jewel matrix.  We would like to continue walking the Crown Jewels and entering the data into the matrix.  Skip has a few properties in mind.
13. Libby reported that there is a Better Back Roads planting project on Robinson Hill Road on Friday (9/16) from 9-12.  A 160 foot long buffer is going to be planted.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 pm.
Reminder that Commission members should let Li know ahead of time if they cannot attend Conservation Committee meetings, so that she can plan accordingly.

Our next meeting is September 28.
Respectfully submitted,
Amy McElroy
