Minutes of the Thetford Conservation Commission – July 13, 2011 at 6:30 PM
Present: Li Shen, Amy McElroy, Skip Sturman, Stephanie Carter, Bob Pulaski, Connie Snyder
Absent: Ann Lavanway, Eric Pyle, Libby Chapin
Guests: Ehrhard Frost, James Thaxton
1. 6:00 pm: Walk at Hughes Forest was rained out due to hail, lightening, strong winds and heavy rain.
2. Indoor meeting at Town Hall started 6:30.
3. The minutes from June 8 were approved.
4. Approved the Arrowwood Environmental Invoice for $76 for printing additional maps and copies of the report.
5. Ehrhard Frost presented an overview of his logging plan for the Hughes Forest.  The plan does not have a timber harvest starting until 2012 at the earliest.  We voted to recommend to the Selectboard to spend $5000 for invasives control in 2011 in the “Hughes Parcel – West Compartment” in preparation for a future harvest.  Ehrhard has scheduled stands 1, 2, and 3 for invasives control from 2011-2014.  We will continue to do the invasive work there until we can start the harvest in the “Hughes Forest – West Compartment”.  Ehrhard will revise his plan to break the Revenue down by year, and to also show the Gain and Loss by year.  He will add some narrative description of the plan.  The meeting to present this plan to the Selectboard is scheduled for August 29.  Ehrhard will attend the meeting.  Ehrhard left the meeting at 7:25.
6. Skip has scheduled two matrix walks for July 24.  Skip will try to set up the Houghton Hill walk to start at 12:30 and the Potato Hill walk to start at 2:30.

7. James Thaxton, from UVLT came at 7:30 to present information on conservation of the Alschuler/Sanborn Road property.  UVLT is asking for a letter of support from the Thetford Conservation Commission for the project within a couple of weeks.  UVLT made a pre-application to the Vermont Housing Conservation Board (VHCB) to conserve the 60 acre property.  The pre-application to VHCB was approved.  It will be a farmland conservation grant.  With the application, community support is asked for.  James Thaxton provided a PowerPoint presentation of the project, with several maps.  There will be public access.  There are several conserved parcels close by.  Amy will send James Thaxton a copy of the Conservation Project Assistance document to be used in the event that they need to raise funds, and he will send it to Liora Alschuler.  James Thaxton left the meeting.  The Commission voted to send UVLT a letter of support for the conservation of the Alschuler/Sanborn Road property.  Amy will put the Conservation Project Assistance document on the Thetford website.
8. Ompompanoosuc Phase 2 grant – Li wrote a draft for a grant pre-proposal.  The commission voted and approved to have Li submit the proposal.
9. The commission is looking into conservation of the Taylor Parcel.  Stephanie is going to look into the requirements for conserving a town owned parcel.

10. Discussed when to invite Abbey Willard of the Trees for Streams program for a buffer planting discussion.  Li will ask her to attend our Sept 28th meeting.  The program has money to plant a streamside buffer somewhere in Thetford in 2012.
11. We are delaying inviting Skip Brown, of the Lake Fairlee Association, to attend one of our meetings until he can provide specifics.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 pm.
Reminder that Commission members should let Li know ahead of time if they cannot attend Conservation Committee meetings, so that she can plan accordingly.

Li will be away in August.  Li will ask Eric if he wants to hold an August meeting.
Respectfully submitted,
Amy McElroy
