Minutes of the Thetford Conservation Commission – May 25, 2011 at 7:15 PM
Present: Li Shen, Ann Lavanway, Amy McElroy, Skip Sturman, Eric Pyle, Libby Chapin
Absent: Stephanie Carter, Bob Pulaski, Connie Snyder
Guests: Tig, Elise, and Lucy Tillinghast
1. The minutes from May 11 were approved.
2. Libby Chapin has been appointed to the Conservation Commission.
3. Tig and Elise Tillinghast came by our invitation to talk to us about their ideas on conservation.  The following topics were discussed.  The Audubon Society is working with the Tillinghasts to make guidelines of a forestry model for bird habitat on their property in Strafford.  Conservation easements can be intimidating; tax implications, cost, negotiations with the land trust.  Ways to make conservation easements less intimidating.  Working with different land trusts makes for a healthy environment.  Various workshops, outdoor education.  All of these things expand awareness of conservation.  Two Rivers Ottauquechee is working with a group that is identifying Priority Conservation Projects.  Elise is serving on that group.  Vermont Coverts does a lot to provide education about forest management.  Idea of bundling properties together into conservation.  Sap buckets filled with conservation materials for new landowners in town.  Trees for Streams project.  Montshire Museum outreach.  Steve Hagenbuch of Audubon or Steve Faccio would be great ideas for speakers.  Conrad Reining is a great contact about wildlife corridors.  Jay Whitecloud would make an interesting guide for a nature walk.  Fish and Game Club, Girls Scouts, Gove Hill are also resources for guided walks and other conservation related projects.  The Tillinghasts left the meeting.
4. Follow up of the Tillinghasts’ visit.  A property owner’s decision to conserve land can take years.  Conservation Education is a great way of planting seeds for adults as well as children.  Amy will ask Dave Paganelli if Orange County is doing the sap bucket project, and if he knows if there is any funding available for this.
5. Date for forestry practices outing at Ehrhard Frost’s property.  Li will ask Ehrhard if we can postpone until September.
6. Selectboard hearing on the zoning by-laws will be on June 2 at 7:15.
7. Shep Butler will host the Commission for a guided tour of his property on June 4 from 9-11 am.  We will meet at his office.
8. The Commission is on the Selectboard agenda on Tuesday, May 31 at 8:00 pm.  We want to discuss forestry on the town owned properties.  Li will talk to Ehrhard about the invasives and then email us a draft of the questions that we want to ask the Selectboard.  Li will send Casey Huling a summary of our questions.  Selection process of a forester and a logger were suggested as questions for the Selectboard.
9. Trails Master Plan planning meeting.  Li, Skip, and Bob attended the meeting.  Morgan Trails and Resource Systems Group have been hired to come up with a trail plan.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 pm.
Reminder that Commission members should let Li know ahead of time if they cannot attend Conservation Committee meetings, so that she can plan accordingly.

The next meeting is June 8, 2011.  At 6:00 pm the commission will meet at the Taylor Parcel to walk the property prior to the meeting at the Town Hall.
Respectfully submitted,
Amy McElroy
