Minutes of the Thetford Conservation Commission – May 11, 2011 at 7:15 PM
Present: Li Shen, Ann Lavanway, Amy McElroy, Skip Sturman, Bob Pulaski, Stephanie Carter, Connie Snyder, Eric Pyle
Absent: 
Guests: Casey Huling
1. The minutes from April 27 were approved as amended and minutes from March 23 were also approved.
2. There will be a talk at Westshire Elementary school on Thursday, May 26 at 6:30 about the East branch of Ompompanoosuc Phase II Geomorphic study, which was done in West Fairlee and Vershire.
3. Discussed the selection of a new member to fill the vacancy on the Conservation Commission.  Eric made a motion, Li seconded, and it was approved that the Commission recommend to the Selectboard that Libby Chapin be appointed to the Conservation Commission.
4. We discussed Casey Huling’s role as the liaison to the Conservation Commission.  Casey is in interested in having more feedback back and forth between him and the Commission.  He would like to have clear information between the groups.  The Commission is interested in what the Selectboard sees as the Conservation Commission’s role?  What types of issues does the Selectboard think the Commission should weigh in on?  We’d like the liaison to give the Commission a heads up if there are items on the Selectboard agenda that would be of interest to the Commission.  If there is a task that we are asked to do, we would like good communication on the expectations, and feedback once we have met the expectations.  Casey would like to have some written communication back and forth between the Commission and him – an “executive” summary of issues.
5. A group from the Selectboard will be visiting the Welch and Thurston properties’ Ompompanoosuc River bank collapse site on Sawnee Bean Road with a representative from Better Back Roads program on Friday.  There will be another site visit with Casey, Andy Welch, and members of the Commission on Thursday, May 19 at 6:00 pm.
6. Tuesday, May 31, the Commission is on the Selectboard agenda.  What would we like to speak about?  Invasives treatment is one suggestion.  We have questions about the selection process for a forester and logger.
7. Tig and Elise Tillinghast are coming to our next meeting on May 25 to talk about conservation.
8. Amy will ask Ehrhard about painting versus blazing.  Tuesday, May 24, 9-11am, we will start the boundary blazing work at PMNA.  Li, Eric, and Amy will participate.
9. We want to schedule a logging practices walk led by Ehrhard Frost on his property.  Li will send around the dates, and we will confirm by email.

10. Connie reported on the Deeds and Covenants on the Taylor parcel.  We are exploring a Conservation Easement on the Taylor Parcel.  We would like to walk this property at our June 8 meeting.  We discussed starting that meeting early at 6:00.
11. LLA would like to possibly hold a Moose talk in November.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 pm.
Reminder that Commission members should let Li know ahead of time if they cannot attend Conservation Committee meetings, so that she can plan accordingly.

The next meeting is May 25, 2011.
Respectfully submitted,
Amy McElroy
