Minutes of the Thetford Conservation Commission – 27 February 2013 at 7:15 PM

Present: Bob Pulaski, Eric Pyle, Skip Sturman, Libby Chapin, Ann Lavanway
Absent: Jason Berard, Li Shen, Connie Snyder
Guest: Jeff Smith

1. The minutes from February 13, 2013 were approved as amended.

2. The Commission approved payment of the Bear Creek Invoice #1034 for $1400 for Phase 2 Geomorphic Assessment of the Ompompanoosuc River, Task 6: Data reduction and feature indexing - 100% completion. To be paid for out of the ‘geomorphic’ town account (MEF funds.)
3. TCC needs to give Li the authority to sign off on WHIP payment applications to NRCS, otherwise the town cannot be reimbursed for the NRCS share of the cost-sharing contract for brush hogging PMNA. Jennifer Davey, former Conservation Commission Chair, is presently the authorized person.  The Commission approved the following motion: “The Thetford Conservation Commission grants authorization to Li Shen to sign Practice Approval and Payment Applications to USDA / NRCS, and other paperwork as needed, for the cost sharing agreement for conservation practices carried out at the Post Mills Nature Area under the WHIP contract of 2006.”        
4. The Commission discussed Article 13:  “Shall the Town vote to petition the passage of the following amendment to Constitution of the State of Vermont:  That the natural environment of Vermont, including its forests, natural areas, surface and ground waters and fish and wildlife populations, has certain natural, inherent and unalienable rights to clean water and air, and to health uncompromised by anthropogenic substances damaging to the systems of life, and to flourishing, connected habitats which support the well- being of the flora and fauna of Vermont. Every person in this state shall have recourse to the laws for all violations of this article, with damages recurring in full to the injured environmental system to ensure its prompt restoration.”  The Commission appreciates the sentiments of the article, but we do not have enough information about the application and enforcement of the article to support it at this time.
5. Jeff Smith and Aaron Weed have expressed an interest in joining the Commission.
6. Skip gave an overview of the history of the Crown Jewel charrettes, development of the matrix and Crown Jewel walks.
7. The West Fairlee River Buffer plantings  have been scaled back to 400 trees and 2 days. (One school group day and one community day.)  Community / Conservation Commission planting day will be either Saturday, May 11th or Saturday, May 18th.  The rest of the trees will be planted next year.
8. For Town Meeting, Libby will prepare the habitat display and Jason will prepare the display with information about the Commission activities from 2012.
9.  The Commission is concerned about rapidly spreading invasive plants along Thetford roadsides such as garlic mustard, wild parsnip and wild chervil.  We will contact the Select Board about finding approaches to manage this problem.
10. Libby gave an update from the ad hoc education subcommittee.  Jens Hilke will give a talk to kick off the “Year of the Habitat.”  Susan Morse will also be an invited speaker.
Meeting adjourned at 8:57PM.
Reminder that Commission members should let Li know ahead of time if they cannot attend the next Conservation Committee meeting, so that she can plan accordingly.

Our next meeting is March 6, 2013.

Respectfully submitted,

Ann Lavanway

