Minutes of the Thetford Conservation Commission – December 14, 2011 at 7:15 PM
Present: Li Shen, Amy McElroy, Skip Sturman, Bob Pulaski, Eric Pyle, Libby Chapin, Ann Lavanway, Connie Snyder, Stephanie Carter
Absent:
Guests: Liora Alschuler
1. The minutes from November 9 were accepted as revised.
2. Approved Ehrhard's invoice from November 22 for $239.25 (for time spent preparing and revising invasive control and timber harvesting schedules, Hughes Forest walk; boundary paint and flagging).

3. The Commission adopted the Wetlands Inventory and Maps by approving the following statement.
On November 30th 2009 the Thetford Conservation Commission, with the approval of the Thetford Selectboard, submitted a grant proposal to map Thetford's wetlands.

The proposal was approved by the NH Charitable Foundation and a contract covering the wetland study was drawn up between the Town of Thetford and Arrowwood Environmental and signed in February 2010.

The Thetford Conservation Commission hereby adopts the Jan 2011 Wetland Inventory, Assessment and the maps produced by Arrowwood Environmental as our partial assessment of Thetford's wetlands.
4. Chris Sargent, senior planner from Two Rivers Ottauquechee Regional Planning Commission, is coming to our first meeting in January (Jan. 11) to talk about updating the natural resources section of the Thetford Town Plan.
5. The Upper Valley Land Trust is hosting a gathering of Upper Valley Conservation Commissions on Tuesday, January 31.  The focus will be Education Programs and Events: Success Stories and Lessons.

6. Skip reported for the Ad hoc Education sub-committee (members are Libby, Connie, Skip, and Heather Carlos).  They have met three times.  They have an upcoming meeting with UVLT.  They met with the Corinth and West Fairlee Conservation Commissions to discuss their educational activities.  There was lots of excitement with pooling resources.  A Brushwood walk was scheduled and took place.

The Open Space Committee in Thetford is interested in making the most of the outdoor space at the elementary school.  This group made the skating rink.  They are developing an outdoor meeting space.  Each grade is focusing on an environmental topic.  This group would welcome an educational speaker.

The Education sub-committee has discussed these topics; 1. Assembling a group of experts to use as resources to attend various educational events, 2. publicity, 3. how the Conservation Commission is perceived.
7. Liora Alschuler is the person responsible for the Natural Resources and Scenic Resources chapters of Town Plan.  The town plan expires this spring.  The last plan was adopted five years ago.  They are going through the hearing process with the minimum changes (changing the date).  This unchanged plan will be adopted.  Then the Planning Commission will move forward on the next set of changes to the plan.  They are hoping to have a new draft completed in a year.  The next six months will be spent developing updates to the plan.  They are seeking input from Thetford citizens on zoning and planning goals and also in setting priorities for research and education goals.
Liora discussed tools such as overlay maps, differentiation in zoning classifications within rural residential areas, biological districts or corridors, and transportation (roads).  Regulation and Education are powerful tools for meeting goals.
Liora will be asking the Commission for input for the Natural Resources and Scenic Resources chapters of the Town Plan.

8. In addition, Liora Alschuler presented information on the conservation of land on Sanborn Road.  Conservation of 60 acres of land, which includes prime agricultural land as well as a portion of the Conant Swamp, has been approved.  When the conservation easement has been completed, Liora will sell the land to the Vaughn Farm.  Liora is also interested in conserving her field that is adjacent to Child’s Pond (also on Sanborn Road) and providing deeded access to the pond for skating.  The Commission may be able to help with some of the costs involved in the Sanborn Road conservation.  Li will send Liora the Conservation Project Assistance document.
9. Per the recommendation in the Hughes Forest Management Plan, Bob and Eric will cut trees on the Hughes North parcel this Saturday, Dec. 17.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:20 pm.
Reminder that Commission members should let Li know ahead of time if they cannot attend Conservation Committee meetings, so that she can plan accordingly.

Our next meeting is January 11.
Respectfully submitted,
Amy McElroy
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