Minutes of the Thetford Conservation Commission – 23 January 2013 at 7:15 PM

Present: Jason Berard, Bob Pulaski, Eric Pyle, Connie Snyder, Ann Lavanway, Li Shen, Libby Chapin

Absent: Skip Sturman

Guests: Jeff Smith

1. Minutes from January 9, 2013 were approved.

2. Li brought in a Cerocopia moth cocoon to show the group.
3. Members of the Commission and the Upper Valley Land Trust will attend the Select Board meeting next Monday to present the opportunity to conserve the Taylor Parcel. 
4. The Commission discussed the snowmobile trail maintenance on the Taylor Parcel.   We would like to plant willow trees along the riverbank to reduce erosion.  We will contact the snowmobile club in early spring to talk about the trail.

5. Town Meeting is on March 2nd.  Jason will bring the display board.  Libby and Jason will work on laying out the photographs and captions.

6. The education subcommittee recommended that we dedicate this year to the “Year of the Habitat.”  All Commission members in attendance support this choice.

7. Li gave an update on “Trees for Streams.”  There are 800 plants on order.  They estimate that the project will need 80 volunteers to plant these trees.  This may need to be a multi-year project.  Members discussed groups who may be interested in helping with the planting.

8. Li went out on Sunday (January 20th) to do tracking on the linkage area on Turnpike Road and found 36 tracks.  Most tracks were deer tracks.   She found one set of fisher tracks, many turkey tracks as well as other types of tracks.  She provided the data to Craig Layne of the Linking Lands Alliance.

9. Bob talked about a proposal to add two, 100 ft Wavecom cell towers to Gove Hill.   Bob will attend the meeting about the towers on Friday (January  25th).

The meeting adjourned at 9:15 pm.

Reminder that Commission members should let Li know ahead of time if they cannot attend the next Conservation Committee meeting, so that she can plan accordingly.

Our next meeting is February 13, 2013.

Respectfully submitted,

Ann Lavanway

