Minutes of the Thetford Conservation Commission – September 23, 2015

Present: Jeff Smith , Skip Sturman, Connie Snyder, Bob Pulaski, Libby Chapin, Li Shen
Absent: Ann Lavanway, Jason Berard, Steve Lehman
Guest:  Jim McCracken

1.  The minutes of the previous meeting were approved.

2.  Preparations for the presentation “Time to Fly” by Bird Diva, Bridget Butler, on October 8th at Thetford Academy were discussed. Libby and Peggy Willey designed a beautiful poster to display around town.  Libby will put out ‘teasers’ on the ListServ. Members filled in the sign-up sheet for bringing refreshments and other duties.

3.  Post Mills Nature Area:  TCC members approved unanimously the recommendation that the town spend an estimated $200 from the Land Management Fund to have stone laid over the eroded gulley and washed-out culvert between the main field and the back field at the Post Mills Nature Area.

4.  Management of the PMNA was discussed. There was consensus that the commission needs to gather more information to determine what this area should be managed for, and then how best to achieve management goals.  

5.  Li volunteered to contact Ehrhard Frost for an estimate for invasive plant control.
Li will remind Ellis Paige about removing the junk culvert in the field and mowing a walking path.

6.  Connie volunteered to follow up with Jennifer Davey about flagging a trail through the PMNA woods.

[bookmark: _GoBack]7.  Jeff volunteered to contact the NH wildlife biologist John Lanier.

8.  Jason has contacted Jason Hill at the Vermont Center for Ecostudies about assessing the fields for their potential as grassland bird habitat.

9.  A ‘Conserved Land” sign from UVLT is needed at the entrance to PMNA.

10.  The Commission will ask Jason whether he can make the following signs for PMNA: one that reads “Town of Thetford  Post Mills Nature Area”, two ‘Trail” signs and one “Parking” sign.  The Commission also hoped that Jason would be able to make a sign for the DeCola wetland that reads “Town of Thetford  DeCola Wetland Forest.”

Respectively submitted,
Li Shen
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