Thetford Selectboard Meeting Minutes – Final
Monday November 7, 2011
Tig Tillinghast called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM.

Present: John Bacon, Donn Downey, Casey Huling, Tig Tillinghast
Kathi Meyerson reviewed the recreation department activities and finances to date. She went over a prospective 2012 budget. Board members noted that her break-out of the finances by activity was a useful improvement. She reported that recreation attendance is roughly flat from the year before, with possibly some activities getting a little smaller. 

Of the ideas coming out of the Treasure Island poll and brainstorm held over the summer, she showed that three ideas were most popular: a rebuilding of a pavilion; boat slips; and a trail connection.

There was some discussion as to whether people understood the “boat slip” idea to imply a mere boat rack or a set of docks for larger, typically motorized boats. Kathi indicated that she thought people meant the latter. 

The board agreed that the pavilion idea was the most popular and potentially useful and directed Kathi to get cost information.

A question as to whether tennis was as popular a sport as it was when the courts were created ensued. The board discussed alternate uses of one or more of the courts, asking Kathi to explore the potential expenses involved with moving one of the courts to a multi-use application or a volleyball court. 
At 7:45 John Bacon moved to approve the minutes as amended. Casey Huling seconded, and the motion passed without objection. 

At 7:46  Tig Tillinghast gave an update on the Town’s negotiations and discussions with two potential broadband vendors. It was agreed that Tig should drive those discussions to the point where specific costs could be ascertained and that if one or more options appeared reasonable, that a special meeting could be called in January to get the Town’s permission to pursue one of them. 

At 7:56 the board discussed the fact that the Thetford Volunteer Fire Department’s tax exemption status expires at the end of this year, and needs to be renewed by town vote at the next Town Meeting. 

The board also discussed a rate increase from the Two Rivers regional planning commission.

At 8:00, Town Clerk Tracy Borst gave a brief update on her office’s work. 

John Bacon moved to approve the warrants at 8:29. Donn Downey seconded. All approved. 

The board discussed the local solid waste district at 8:15. Tig Tillinghast indicated that the District would likely be deciding in the next few months or quarters whether it would open up the landfill facility, continue to defer opening, or sell the facility to another party to open. Certain competitors to this landfill facility have experienced significant changes, most notably the Mooretown Landfill’s having effectively received orders from the state to close relatively soon. Tig noted that an analysis from last year showed that the District has invested about $5 million into the as-yet-unopened landfill, and as an asset it is worth roughly $10 million at this time. 
At 8:52, John Bacon moved to adjourn. Mike Pomeroy seconded. The motion passed by acclamation. 
