Thetford Selectboard Meeting Minutes – FINAL
August 29, 2011

Selectboard Draft Agenda
7:00-7:15 Public Comment
7:15-7:30 Conservation
7:30-7:35 Talks with Fairpoint Regarding Broadband Rollout 
7:35-8:30 Irene Damage Recovery
8:30-8:40 Minutes and Warrants
8:40-8:50 Old and Other Business
8:50 Adjourn
Tig Tillinghast called the meeting to order at 7:01 PM.
Present: John Bacon (arrived 7:11 PM), Donn Downey, Casey Huling, Mike Pomeroy, Tig Tillinghast
Denise Froehlich (Selectboard Assistant)

Guests:  Wayne Parks, Connie Snyder, Erhardt Frost, Jill Graff, Doug Stone, Tracy Borst
Public Comment - None
Talks with Fairpoint Regarding Broadband Rollout (7:02 PM)
The Board is considering the option of building the infrastructure to allow for high speed internet access in town.  Tig Tillinghast and Mike Pomeroy will meet with representatives from Fairpoint Communications on 9/1 in Burlington to discuss the potential costs and possible reimbursement.  Tig is also in discussions with EC Fiber.  

Wayne Parks arrived at 7:11 PM.
Zoning Bylaws Hearing (7:11 PM)
The Board decided to warn the hearing on the zoning bylaws for Tuesday September 20th at 7 PM.

Wayne Parks left the meeting at 7:18 PM.

Jill Graff arrived at 7:21 PM.  Doug Stone and Tracy Borst arrived at 7:43 PM

Irene Damage Recovery (7:18 PM)
The Board expressed deep appreciation and gratitude for the efforts of the members of the Fire Department, Road Crew, Police Department, Jill Graff, Tracy Borst, and all of the volunteers who worked during the storm to keep the community safe, the roads passable and operate the emergency shelter.  The Board noted that the experience and preparedness of the all of the responders helped to limit the scope of the damage to the town.
They discussed the ongoing repair of damages caused by Hurricane Irene.  Rt. 132 remains closed, but may be able to open by the end of the week.  Contractors are being hired to assist the Road Crew with the repairs.  Jill Graff and Tig Tillinghast are contacting FEMA to determine the proper procedures for submitting claims for reimbursement of expenses and what documentation is needed to be compliance with FEMA regulations.  Doug Stone has been photographing the damage and documenting the work done by the Road Crew.  Jill Graff has organized a binder to compile all of the information and supporting documents related to the recovery.  
Doug Stone, Jill Graff and Tracy Borst left the meeting at 7:55 PM.

Liquor Permit Request (7:56 PM)

The Board approved a request from O’Hana for a temporary liquor permit for September 10.

Minutes (7:58 PM)
MOTION: Tillinghast/Pomeroy moved/seconded to approve the minutes of 8/22 as amended.  Motion passed. (Ayes: Downing, Pomeroy, and Tillinghast; abstained: Bacon, Huling)
Erhardt Frost and Connie Snyder arrived at 8:07 PM.

Conservation (8:08 PM)

This will be discussed at the next meeting on September 12th.  Erhardt Frost distributed information to the Board regarding cost estimates for the control of invasive plants.  He noted the need to decide how to handle timber harvesting.  $5000 has been budgeted for this purpose.
Connie Snyder and Erhardt Frost left the meeting at 8:14 PM.

Warrants (8:15 PM)
The Board reviewed the warrants.

MOTION:  Tillinghast/Bacon moved/seconded to approve the following warrants:


28.3    $7,071.32


29.1    $9,940.13

29.2    $1,456.25


17:4    $16,389.79

Motion passed unanimously.

Old and Other Business (8:20 PM)

Correspondence - Donn Downey read a letter from Gus Jaccaci expressing Gus’s displeasure with the Board regarding the upcoming Special Town Meeting.  Tig Tillinghast will contact Gus.
Mike Pomeroy expressed concern about persons in town claiming to speak for the Board after attending a Selectboard meeting.  There was a recent incident in which the Board’s views were inaccurately represented.  It was noted that no member of the public is authorized to speak for the Board.

John Bacon made a move to adjourn at 8:26 PM.  The motion carried by acclamation.

Respectfully submitted,

Denise Froehlich

