
Thetford Energy Committee 8/9/11 Minutes

Meeting at Town Hall began at 5:30PM.  TEC Attendees: Alice Stewart, Chris Hebb, Joel Legunn, Paul Gerke, Bob Walker.  Also attending:  Select Board chair, Tig Tillinghast.  

Thetford Home Weatherization Incentives Program

Ellen has set up a database to collect information from homeowners who want to participate. Notice of the program was circulated on list serve nd to SERG Thetford list by Bob.  TEC prcessed mailing to 207 addresses from Efficiency Vermont.  

After numerous tries, Bob finally connected with Devin Colman of the Vermont State Historic Preservation Office.  Devin said approved the following measures without notifying his office: Air sealing, Attic insulation, Heat distribution sealing and insulation, and Heat system replacement.  For any wall insulation projects, an historic review consultant would have to be retained, at the homeowner’s expense, to see if house qualifies as historic and see if proposed wall insulation plan was acceptable.  Devin recommended we check with historic review consultant Sue Gimelli re costs and review process.  Other historic review consultants are listed under the project review section at: www.historicvermont.org.  Bob will draft a statement to go into our program describing this process, get it reviewed and approved by Devin and submit it to Tig to add to the on-site rules and to Ellen to share with those who contact her.

Bob will send out another reminder about the incentives program later this week.  So far about 6 folks have contacted Ellen or Bob with interest in the program.

LED streetlight decision making - CVPS streetlight tariff update – Tig attended a Public Service Board hearing on Aug. 2,to discuss CVPS’s town ownership rate.  Thetford is now considering whether to request official party status to contest the town ownership rates.  Tig has asked VLCT to intervene our Thetford’s behalf and may consider representing Thetford pro se if we VLCT decides not to get involved.

The CEDF is willing to extend our LED grant deadline to next summer if needed so we can make the right decision, but would want to set a timeline for accomplishing goals so they could redistribute the money if we do not end up spending it.
Thetford HEAT fall outreach steps and plans – Bob announced that Thetford just received $3,000 from the VECAN grant it submitted for the project in the spring.  The grant is to be used to cover the following costs: Literature $1,500, Tote Bags $300, SERG consulting hours $1,200. Bob is preparing a survey soliciting volunteers he will circulate soon. He is seeking a volunteer coordinator and beginning work on handouts and training procedures for the door-to-door effort. He is working with Parish Players to set up a date in late Aug. or early June to plan skits. 
New TEC Member –  Bob received and circulated to TEC for discussion, applicants from 4 folks to fill Scot Zens’ seat through 2013:  Rob Leitschu, Manny Grewal, Michael Kiess, Clare Kelsey

Tip of the Month 
Next TEC Meeting Date – Sep. 13, 2011  Town Hall.  5:30 is the preferred start time.

