
Thetford Energy Committee 12/13/11 Minutes

Meeting at Town Hall began at 5:30 PM.  TEC Attendees:  Paul, Alice, Manny, Chris, Mike, Clare, Bob
Review, amend and accept minutes

Manny moved to accept and Alice seconded.  Accepted unanimously.

Update on Incentives Program

To date THWIP has reserved about $16,847 for 14 Thetford homeowners.  We have about $3,500 left in our grant to award as town-based incentives. 2 more jobs requesting about $4,400 should be submitted by 12/15 deadline.

Update on LED Streetlights

Republic ITS, the approved contractor, reported that their proposed fixture, the Leotek, is more efficient than the specified Beta fixture. The fixtures are otherwise comparable. The TEC approved the Leotek fixture.

The Thetford Hill Village Improvement Society purchased 100 LED flashlights costing $700 for use along the Thetford Hill path.  Lights are available from the Latham Library, TA office and the Parish Players during plays.
VECAN Conference - Paul, Alice, Joel, Chris, Manny, Clare and Bob attended the Dec. 3 Vermont Energy and Climate Action conference at Lake Morey Inn.  All thought it was a good event.  Everyone needs to get their receipts in to Ellen for reimbursement, ASAP. 

Next steps in Thetford HEAT

Organize an evening celebration for all those involved in Thetford HEAT, rehash, show photo slideshow and skits and hold discussion of future efforts to promote weatherization, offer handholding services, and track results. Potluck. Bob will ask Lois Paige if the TCCC is open any eves during the weeks of 1/9 and 16 and circulate a meeting Doodle to see when most Thetford HEAT volunteers are available. Bob should notify folks about the Carbon Nation showing on 1/8.

Discussions on Warmth in Winter series

Bob checked with VLS professors Pat Parenteau to talk about fracking for gas in Marcellus formation and Jack Tuholske to talk about the Keystone pipeline, oil shale, tars sands, etc.  Both to include environmental impacts from the various options, including climate change from extraction, burning/using resultant fuels and any ways to make it locally relevant to Vermonters - conserving and renewables to reduce need for these harmful energy sources.  Bob requested that this be a joint SERG/TEC event to take place on a weekday eve at Thetford Hill Congregational Church, talk beginning at 7pm to 8:30 in the sanctuary.  Talk would be preceded by a reception gathering for SERG large donors in the meeting room.  Pat and Jack have accepted invitation.

TEC thought it might be better to have Pat and Jack present on separate evenings and to have a third presentation on status of climate change.  Bob will check with them on doing separate presentation and available times.  Bob will ask Pat about showing ”Gasland” on a weekend before his presentation.

TEC agreed on showing the following films for Warmth in Winter: Carbon Nation 1/8/12), Gasland (possibly 1/22/12) and A Sea Change (possibly 2/12).  Bob will verify once he hears from Pat and Jack and will notify church to reserve those eves. 

Alice suggested promoting the series through science teachers at TA. Alice will make and send out posters for the movies.  We need to check with Scot Zens whether he will attend and how to run the projector if not.

Review and Discussion of TEC Mission and Goals

Existing Thetford Energy Committee Mission Statement:

The Thetford Energy Committee (TEC) works with the Town, its residents and businesses to help reduce energy use, save money and protect the environment.

Bob will circulate existing mission (above), the Thetford Committee Handbook from select board and the current budget to TEC members for review.  All are welcome to circulate ideas on vision, mission, goals and objectives.

Energy Tip – Alice will come up with a tip and send to the Thetford newsletter.
Next TEC Meeting Date – Jan. 10, 2012, Town Hall, 5:30 pm.


