
Thetford Energy Committee 11/15/11 Minutes

Meeting at Town Hall began at 5:00 PM.  TEC Attendees:  Manny, Joel, Ellen, Alice, Chris, Bob, Tig

Budget - We should hear in December whether it has been approved by SB.
LED streetlight update – bids due 11/21

Chris reported that the RFP has gone out. The invitation to bid was in the Valley News, the town list serve and sent to

Gary Hubbard at Leading Edge

Mike Merchand at Twinstate

Bob Morey at CVPS

Jeff Hodge at Tilden

John Sheridan at Sheridan Electric

Jordan Cole at Cole Electric Inc.

John DeLucco, Green Lights Energy

Andrew Rist,  Siemens
To date one contractor has responded with questions. The bid is due Nov 21.
Thetford HEAT report - Door2Door Results – Bob will produce formal report but here are the #’s:

50 volunteers trained

650 homes visited – 60% of homes in town

240 inputted surveys

158 CFLs given out

134 responses have BTU's per sq.ft

31 Refrigerator coupons given out

37 Washing machine coupons given out

49 Energy Star coupons given out

125 email addresses

Expo

150 attendees

16 vendors

Weatherization skits

Strong feedback

Posting video on internet

Skillshop

11 attendees

Open Home Tour - 2 homes this weekend.
Thetford Home Weatherization Incentives Program

The Vt. Public Service Board and State Division of Historic Preservation have agreed weatherization measures that can take place in homes over 50 years old, allowing THWIP to move forward.  Bob and Ellen will review proposed measures and notify homeowners if we can incentivize them. So far we have received 22 participation forms and 12 completed applications with total requests of $14892.25.
Pace Update – Peter Adamczyk thinks state will have access to $40M capacity for bonds in 2012, fixed rate could be 4-5%.  Thur. PACE meeting in Strafford. Tig expects things will be ready to role after town meeting day.  VEIC will offer administrative services, making it easier for towns to participate.
TEC Article in Green Energy Times – GET has offered to do a story on SERG and the TEC.  Joel offered to write the story.  Bob will provide brief summaries on the following past projects to Joel
· TCCC

· Thetford HEAT

· Street lights

· CFL sales
· No idling signs

· Workshops – Button Up, Root Cellar tours

· VCEM

· Community Education: Step it Up, Warmth in Winter, 350 Challenge at TES, resources to library including watt meters, tips in news letter, TA Env. Club

· PAS local food

· Mission statement

2012 Warmth in Winter Series

Discuss what topics/speakers and/or movies we might want to organize for this winter.  

· “A Sea Change” – changing water chemistry of oceans because of global warning, becomes more acidic.  $19.95 for film but also a screening fee of $100.  But if nonprofit can contact to see if we could. 2009 Documentary.  Alice will ask if we can screen for free or cheap.

· Vermont potential for renewables – presentation by experts in various renewable fields of their potential for meeting Vermont’s electric needs.
· Smart Grid: CVPS and Electromagnetic Radiation Council – Joel will investigate

· “Carbon Nation” $17.99, 84 min. – Alice will investigate sources and Ellen will buy

· Pat re tar sands and fracking, “Gasland” – Bob will talk to Pat

· Dates: Jan. 8, 22, 29, Feb 12 & 26, Mar. 4 – Check with Scot Zens re church availability

VECAN Conference - 12/3 at Lake Morey Inn.  TEC will pay for those who want to attend: Chris, Alice, Joel, Mike. Register online before Nov. 25 for $25 and send receipt to Ellen. Prices go up to $30 after 11/25.
TEC Meeting Time - Start at 5:30 unless lots on the agenda, as Alice can’t make it till 5:30.
TEC Mission and Goals - Discuss next time.
Next TEC Meeting Date – Dec. 13, 2011  Town Hall. Discuss starting times -  5:30 pm.


