Thetford Energy Committee 9/14/10 Minutes

Meeting at Town Hall began at 5:30PM.  TEC Attendees: Chris Hebb, Joel Legunn, Ellen Blumberg, Alice Stewart, Scot Zens, Bob Walker.  Others: Roy Prochorchik, Duncan Nichols, Henry Nichols

Treasure’s Report Review – Chris will send invoice from Bill Bridge for bike parts to Ellen.  

No Idling Signs for Thetford Stores  - Wings is not interested. Peter Blodgett wants one additional sign for the library. Joel will check with Lyme contact and then order “No Idling” signs. Alice and Scot will follow up with TES and TA in the fall.  
Streetlights – Tig reported that the Selectboard reviewed the draft list of streetlights to consider for removal and eliminated 5 -7 lights from the list for safety concerns.  Donn Downey has actual list for consideration.  Bob will forward list when he gets from Donn.  Selectboard has scheduled a public hearing for 9/27 to bring list to public for feedback and then make decision that eve on which lights to remove.  TEC members are encouraged to attend the 9/27 meeting.  Bob will notify TEC of the time that item is scheduled for discussion.
We finally received communication from Vt. DPS that they are now ready to move forward on paperwork for the EECBG streetlight grants to upgrade to LEDs.  The deadline for completion of the project has been extended to 9/6/11.  Bob is working on filling out requested information and will return soon.

PACE Update from Tig – We finally received our have grant letter. Tig is working on filling out requested information and will return soon. The selectboard voted 5-0 to move forward with PACE planning, possibly even in advance of next leg. session. SB gave Tig authority to move and act with force of board's authority. Tig spoke with Putney's town manager. Putney is likely the other town that will present a driving force in getting something going. Middlesex and Waitsfield may wait to see what happens with Freddie Mac and Fannie May, so we may wind up pushing things here first. Tig is having conversations with state auditor and treasurer to get their explicit political support to protect Vt. legislation from change in the coming session.  Our legislators are on board with that. Margaret Cheney has given explicit commitment to throw her body in front of any trouble. Talking with Vermont Banking Association to be able to anticipate trouble from them and inoculate us in advance.  TEC discussed best timing of district vote and think that it might be best to hold a separate special town meeting and vote on this issue, which will give more time to discuss it, without concerns that voters will be too tired and confused if the article were to come up at end of a long town meeting.
10-10-10 Update and Discussion – Henry Nichols said three TA students went to Bill McKibbon’s talk and they got inspired to do a 10-10-10 event.  Henry talked with TA Environmental Club, Mr. Whitaker (Env. Club Coordinator) and Steve Nederhauser (who coordinates Operation Day’s Work) and all are interested.  Henry would like to do and ODW type event, focusing on chores that help save energy or offset carbon release and contribute the funds raised toward assisting Ladoch, India, which has been ravaged by flooding, possibly caused by climate change. Henry will see how many kids he can recruit at TA, better define the project with others interested there and notify TEC.  TEC is willing to help generate the jobs for kids, help with logistics like driving kids to jobs and help getting media coverage.

Alice had idea to get TES where kids involved.  She would produce letter explaining the project to go home with kids, including a list of chores at home to help reduce energy use.  Kids would help parents with these tasks at home and bring back list of chores they had done.  Combined list would be generated of at least 350 tasks accomplished.  Alice will generate a list and talk with TES principal about the project and how best to implement. 

Another idea of producing educational literature for TA students to distribute at stores and recycling center was considered and may be picked up at another time.
Recycling Information Needed - Chrissie Robinson conducted an informal survey of TES parents.  60% of parents think that items collected at the Town recycling center go to Lebanon landfill.  Scot verified with Tig that this is not so.  Scot will talk to Tig, encourage signage at recycling and list serve saying where it is going and listing resources/energy saved.  TEC offered to help with signs and disseminating information.
School Buses on Biodiesel – Roy wondered if we might try to get Thetford school buses using biodiesel.  It was mentioned that buses may be owned/operated by First Student and that Norwich Energy Committee had previously worked to get Dresden buses, which are also First Student, using biodiesel.  Bob will send Roy contacts for NEC so he can talk with them to find out what ever happened with that effort and bring back info to TEC.
Warmth in Winter Movies – Reviews to date:  “Fuel” (good from Paul, Bob and Roy). “Collapse” (bad by Paul and Bob and others who did not see); “No Impact Man”(bad by Alice and Paul). Sierra Club does not have a copy of “Carbon Nation” so we need to find another way to review or simply buy it if we get good outside reviews.  Joel recommended “Extreme Ice” (available at Latham Library) about a scientist who studies old ice bodies, measuring amount of carbon thousands of years ago and shows what is happening to melting ice around the world.  Scot will watch and circulate review.  Ellen and Alice will look through Amazon and Netflix for other possible films.  

Tip of the Month –  Alice will write up odd jobs to do prepare for winter and save energy and submit.
Next TEC Meeting Date – Tuesday, Oct. 5, 5:30, Town Hall.

