Thetford Energy Committee 7/13/10 Agenda
Meeting at Town Hall began at 5:30PM.  TEC Attendees:  Bob Walker, Chris Hebb, Ellen Blumberg, Joel Legunn, Alice Stewart, Others: Chris Sargent, TRORPC
Thetford Municial Energy Inventory – Chris Sargent from Two Rivers Ottauquechee RPC explained the energy programs TRORPC is offering communities, including completing municipal inventories of town buildings, streetlights and vehicles using Clean Air – Cool Planet’s Small Town Carbon Calculator. Tig has given Chris permission to access Thetford’s 2008 energy data – transportation, electric and heating fuel.  CVPS has already said they can provide the data to Chris once he has town permission.  Chris hopes to collect info during Aug. and Sep. and have reports by next spring.  He will send a draft copy of the report to the TEC for review before finalizing and sending to the selectboard.  He will call on TEC if he needs help gathering energy info on Thetford.  TRO is also doing analysis of transportation and park and ride options.  Bob will contact Rita Sita re possible park and ride options – Union Village Dam overlook, Alice will ask Cat Buxton re Park & Ride at Cedar Circle.  TRO also has a program offering audits to municipal buildings, but Thetford does not have good eligible candidates.  Bob will check with highway department about biodiesel use during 2008.  TRO might be able to help us develop and energy plan for the town.  TRO is also doing administrative work for Thetford on the ARRA funded LED streetlight project.  

Thetford Residential Energy Standards and Incentives – The Thetford Planning Commission voted to adopt the proposed zoning amendments to incentivize developers of Planned Unit Developments with higher building densities for increased efficiency levels.  The proposed amendments will be presented to the selectboard and town residents in the fall before being voted on by the selectboard.
No Idling Signs for Thetford Stores  - Joel wrote a letter that appeared on the Thetford list serve and in the Valley News announcing no idling sign posting, thanking those hanging signs and explaining reasons for no idling.  Joel will check with Wings, Cedar Circle and Isabelles to see if they want no idling signs.  Joel will check with places that have received signs to see if they need help hanging signs. 
PACE – Alice contacted Tig on whether sourcing of PACE consulting services will require a bidding process.  Tig said he would bring the issue before the selectboard which could vote to sole source the job. 
LED Streetlights – Ellen has not heard from Tig on which selectboard will join in a tour of town streetlights and to make recommendations for removal of additional lights.  Ellen will follow up with Tig and Thetford resident Roy Prochorchik to schedule the tour and notify the TEC. Bob will contact Andrew Perchlik of the Clean Energy Development Fund to see if we will get 12 months from when contract is signed or grant was awarded to complete LED installation.
Bike Workshop - Chris will contact Bill Bridge to get his receipts for bike parts to Ellen.
Efficient Driving Workshop Report – 7 attended the workshop including 5 TEC members – Alice, Joel, Chris, Paul and Bob.  Consensus was that people will NOT be willing to pay for the workshop and that it would be better to circulate the material on the internet and buy one of the miles/gallon meters for borrow from each town library in the state.

Upper Valley Weatherization Challenge –  The TEC approved participating in the UV Weatherization Challenge, being organized by SERG.  The Challenge will be to double, triple and quadruple the number of home energy audits and retrofits that take place in Thetford over the next 3 years.  SERG and the Upper Valley Home Energy Assistance Team will provide assistance to TEC in this effort.  TEC thinks the Upper Valley Weatherization Challenge Fair should take place on 10/10/10 as part of the 350.org events.
Warmth in Winter Movies – Alice and Paul will order and start previewing “Carbon Nation”, “Collapse” and “No Impact Man” and notify TEC when they are available for viewing.  Any TEC members who have viewed any of these films should circulate reviews.
Tip of the Month –  Using your car air conditioning is more efficient than leaving your windows open for cooling when driving at 40 miles per hour or faster.
Next TEC Meeting Date – Tuesday, Aug. 10, 5:30, Town Hall.

