
Thetford Energy Committee 11/9/10 Minutes

Meeting at Town Hall began at 5:30PM.  TEC Attendees: Ellen Blumberg, Joel Legunn, Paul Gerke, Chris Hebb, Alice Stewart, Scott Zens

Treasure’s Report Review – Need to submit budget for next year. Will be the same as this year. Everyone reminded to turn in any bills they have. Those going to the 12/4 statewide VECAN Conference at Lake Morey Inn, will submit their bills.
No Idling Signs for Thetford Stores  - Joel reported that 3 signs were ordered, one for the library and 2 for Cedar Circle. They have arrived and been delivered. Bill will be submitted to town this week.  Mike Pomeroy has not yet hung signs. Suggest we ask him if we can put them up for him. Joel spoke to Mike who said he would do it.

Streetlights – The trial outage of streetlights was delayed, but they are out now and will be out for 3-4 weeks.  Selectboard will then make final decision on which lights to remove.  Bob attended an LED streetlight workshop put on by Efficiency Vermont.  He rode there with Hunter Rieseberg, town manager for Hartford.  They are changing over several hundred lights to LEDs and offered that we could go in on purchasing our lights from Hartford, direct from the manufacturer which are quoted at about 40% cheaper than the price we got through Twin State.  Bob will look into this.  Grant agreement with the state has been signed and we have until Oct. 24, 2011 to complete ther project.  The other thing Bob learned at the workshop is that CVPS will be submitting a new streetlight tariff to allow leasing of LEDs.  We might want to check out what the rate is for leasing under the new tariff when it is released – supposedly in next 3-4 months.  Tig found out that CVPS is also pursuing a new rate increase, which means that is the time for the Town to challenge the current rate for town ownership before the Public Service Board.  Tig has submitted a letter to the PSB asking for party status in the rate case and has sent a letter to CVPS expressing Thetford’s position that the town ownership rate is not fair to the towns as our figures show that it will cost Thetford just as much annually to operate lights under the CVPS ownership option (including some amortization for cost of lights but NOT INCLUDING any maintenance costs) as it would to lease existing lights.  The letter to CVPS asks them to adjust the town ownership rate in their new tariff to make it more fair.  Bob will keep TEC posted on streetlight updates.
Need to ask Schools if the schools have any of their lights on timers. Tig and Cathee both concerned about excess lighting at the schools. The Board will email their opinions on the lights out to the Select Board.
10-10-10 Workday report - Jacob Osborn reported that the 10-10-10 Workday was a real success.  Close to 50 kids participated and they have raised about $5,000 toward some energy project at the school.

Alice Report re TES – Alice reported that 49 kids from TES participated in the 350 Energy Challenge, completing 272 jobs. There may still be a few more. Alice brought certificates to the meeting and they were signed by TEC members.  Alice will deliver certificates to participating TES students. For future, should have done an assembly before hand. Need more PR, not just news letter and sending notices home. We need to make more of an effort to inform the kids. Should think about doing it again next fall. No response from Open Fields, felt that at least one home schooled family participated.

MPG ScanGauge – Bob found out that the MPG ScanGuage that plugs into onboard diagnostic port in most vehicles since 1996 and measures and displays miles per gallon costs about $170 retail.  TEC will decide if we want to purchase one for placement in the town library with instructions for how to use and tips for increasing mileage. Alice questioned where the watt meter is? Hasn’t been seen for a while. Before we buy the MPG ScanGauge, we should check where this is. Do we need a new one? Do we need to do some more education on how to use this; Scott reported that two persons perplexed by it and just unplugged and quit. Also check where the instructions are. Not sure much benefit from MPG ScanGuage, complicated to install and watch while driving.  In the end decided we would buy two more watt meters, with the idea of demonstrating their use at Warmth in Winter and Town Meeting. Paul ordered them at the meeting from Amazon.

Warmth in Winter Movies – Paul secured a few more films from Sierra Club for reviewing.  He will circulate.  TEC discussed all options and began finalizing list for winter series.  Decided on “Fuel”  a definite yes, “Extreme Ice” a definite, in library.  Looking for something about nuclear or coal. Looking at “Burning the Future; Coal in America. Decided on a water movie, not sure which one “Frontline: Poison Water” or Blue Gold;  World Water Wars. Scott will set up four dates; two in January and two in February. Paul ordered “Fuel” from Amazon, which will later go to the library.

Tip of the Month – Something on doing laundry in cold water.
Next TEC Meeting Date – Tuesday, Dec. 14, 5:30, Town Hall.


