Thetford Energy Committee 11/10/09 Minutes

Meeting at Town Hall began at 5:30PM.  Attendees:  Chris Hebb, Scot Zens, Joel Legunn, Paul Gerke, Bob Walker 

TEC 2010 Budget & 2009 Expenditures – Reviewed draft 2010 budget and current 2009 expenditures.  TEC members are encouraged to get all bills in to Ellen by end of this week. TEC approved: Scot will be purchasing some window treatment materials from EFI for a winter 2010 workshop; Ellen purchasing 3 books for the Latham Library (buy local if possible, buy hard copy if available, paper back if not; look on www.half.com for books as well. Announce books on list serve when secured.); $20 admission fee for any TEC members wishing to go to the 12/5 Vermont Energy and Climate Action Conference for town energy committees at Lake Morey Inn (Chris and Joel expressed interest, Bob has free admission as he will be presenting, need to check with Alice to see if she wants to go). TEC also supports spending as much of the remaining budget as the selectboard approves on retrofit materials for the Thetford Center Community Center.  Bob will ask Andrew if we can spend balance on TCCC.  TEC accepted the proposed 2010 budget with one change – move $100 from workshops to weatherizing public building.  

Vermont Yankee Forum – TEC is a cosponsor for this upcoming forum, Mon, 11/23, 7pm Norwich Congregational Church.  Panelists:

•  John Dreyfuss - Vermont Yankee Director of Nuclear Safety Assurance.  

•  Arnie Gundersen – Nuclear Safety Consultant at Fairwinds Associates, and Chief Engineer of the VT Legislature’s Vermont Yankee Oversight Panel.
•  Dave Lamont - Director of Regulated Utility Planning for Vermont Department of Public Service

•  James Moore - Clean Energy Organizer for the Vermont Public Interest Research Group

Moderator Rep. Margaret Chaney.  Forum organizers are preparing a list of questions to pose to the panellists.  Possible questions include: What are the pluses and minuses of continuing to operate this aging plant?  Who will pay for decommissioning of VY now or in the future?  What about the increasing stockpile of spent radioactive fuel at the site? What price will consumers get from any future VY contracts?  What power alternatives do we have, at what price and with what carbon impact?  

TEC will review questions and send thoughts on these or additional questions to Bob by end of this Thursday.  TEC feels we should include questions on safety issues, despite the legislature not being able to consider those in making their decision regarding renewal of the VY license.  Scot felt the question of carbon impact of alternatives was important enough to pose on its own.

Thetford Committee Handbook – TEC read pages 5 and 6 of the handbook as requested by selectboard.  No questions arose.
Thetford Center Community Center Retrofit Update – Update from Bob on TCCC retrofit project:

Our next volunteer workdays are set for Sat., Nov. 21 & Dec. 12.  Bob will send rangehood details to Scot who will look on e-bay for a used 60” rangehood with direct through the wall vent blower of about 600 CFM.  Possible sources: New England Kitchen in WRJ has used equipment warehouse, Vt, Salvage and another outlet in Claremont.  Bob will ask Niko about used equipment.  
Vermont Community Energy Mobilization – TEC decided not to participate in this house-to-house effort again this year as the stated goal in the application materials – 80 homes – seemed too big a challenge for us to take on in a voluntary capacity.

Clean Energy Assessment Districts/Property Assessed Clean Energy (PACE) – We discussed this innovative funding mechanism for the town to get long term, low interest bonds that residents can borrow against for energy efficiency and renewable energy improvements.  Interest in the concept was expressed.  We will keep our eyes on how things develop for Burlington and any other towns that try to take this on next year and consider for a future year.  For more info see:  www.veic.org/ResourcLibrary/PACE.cfm, www.pacenow.org, http://rael.berkeley.edu/financing/resources

Films – 

TEC discussed possible films for winter series.  Scot has seen and recommended:  “Flow”, “Caribou”, and “The Lorax” for a kids night.  Paul will try to review these and report back by next meeting.  We will go with these three films for the winter series unless someone raises concerns by next meeting.

Carbon Emissions Handout – Scot circulated copies of this handout and asked TEC to send suggested updates or changes to him by this Friday.  He will make copies for distribution at the Button Up workshop and winter films.
Workshops – 

Plastic Interior Storm Windows – Scot wants to lead workshop on installing new polyoelin window cover product from EFI.  Scot will secure materials and practice installing one.  We will set date for workshop at next meeting.
Window Quilt Making  - Nancy Limbaugh and Anne Wickham are willing to do one in the winer

Bike Tune UP - Chris Hebb will ask Bill Bridge and Dave Fiske to collaborate on a Bike Tune Up to take place in April or May.
Tip of the Month – Joel will edit from Scot’s handout and send in tip on changing furnace air filters.
Announcements

- VECAN Annual Conference – 12/5/09, Lake Morey Inn – Bob helping to organize and presenting workshop.  Joel and Chris plan to go.
-  Button Up Vermont Home Energy Saving Workshop organized by Thetford Hill Church, 11/15, 6:30pm

- “The Road to Copenhagen”, Mon., Nov 16, 007 Steele Hall, North College St. Dartmouth.  Free lecture.
Next TEC Meeting Date – Tuesday, Dec.8, 5:30, Town Hall.

