Thetford Energy Committee 1/12/09 Minutes

Meeting at Town Hall began at 5:30PM.  Attendees: Soct Zens, Joel Legunn, Paul Gerke, Ellen Blumberg, Alice Steward, Bob Walker and guest, Tig Tillinghast

Police Idling – The TEC mentioned its concern to Tig that once again the Police cruiser was idling and that we had seen numerous other town police cars that did not idle in the cold.  Tig said the selectbaord was already looking into the issue due to concerns of gas expenditures.
No Idling Signs for Thetford Stores  - 

TEC decided to approach Thetford grocery store business owners and banks re no idling signs. Joel will talk with Mike and Bonnie Huggett. Bob research price of commercial signs.   Alice will find previous article about idling and ask TES and TA to include a notice on no idling in their newsletters and send it to the List serve.

LED & PACE Grants – The EECBG initial application for funds to purchase LED streetlights for Thetford and to prepare for a town vote on PACE (Property Assessed Clean Energy) were both approved.  Tig discussed the final grant applications with us. Tig thinks streetlight application is pretty straight forward. and close.  Needs some details about energy use.  Tig may need to contact CVPS and/or Bob for more detail.  The PACE grant is a bit fuzzier because consulting grant.  Tig needs help on PACE. Who would be contractors to do financial analysis. Bob will introduce Tig to VEIC/Peter Adamchek.  Joel is willing to help with grant writing. Alice works on federal grant training and would be willing to work on EECBG. EECBG deadlines are Feb. 10.

TEC 2010 Budget & 2009 Expenditures – We reviewed final 2009 Budget Report and 2010 Budget approved by selectbaord, as submitted by Ellen. 

Thetford Center Community Center Retrofit Update –Bob updated on TCCC retrofit project:

Our next volunteer workdays: Jan. 30, Feb. 13.and Feb. 27.  Rangehood has been installed.  Spray foam in basement to happen soon.

Warmth in Winter Films – We decided on the following (all on Sundays starting at 7pm):

· 1/31  - “Transforming Energy” 2007 documentary – generally positive, Alice liked it, DOE energy projects, experimental houses tested then given to Haibitat, off-the-grid family,  realizstic, achievable 1-hour long, nothing offensive.  

· 2/21 - Kids PJ party with “The Lorax” (Sunday at the start of School vacation)
· 2/14 or 3/7 – Pat Parenteau talk on hazards of Coal, including CO2 and Mtn top removal 

Ellen will order “Transforming Energy”.  Bob will contact Pat Parenteau.  Scot will check dates at church and book.  Alice will do PR.  Scot will make poster.  Food:  Bob: Popcorn, Scot cider and baked thing, Ellen baked something, Alice crackers and cheese, Paul humus,  Next year consider talk on Centralized vs. decentralized power – RMI book, “Small is Efficienct”
Workshops 

· Efficient driving workshop - Alice thinks Thetford is in line for one of the free workshops.  15-25 people.  Advanced registration necessary. Sat  in June,.  4 hours.  Can save you 33% on fuel.

· Chris Hebb needs to schedule bike tuneup workshop. Go Vermont Commuter Challenge is May 17-21. Do bike shop before.  Ask Bill Bridge and Dave Fisk to help.  Hold at TCCC.

· Window Quilt Making  - Nancy Limbaugh and Anne Wickham are willing to do an information sharing workshop...basic concepts, resources, prices, examples, invite others to show, etc. Hold Feb  27th at TCCC.  

Tip of the Month –    Alice will research and write up.  Taxes remember to include credits and till end of 2010.
Conflict of Interest – Bob met with selectboard to discuss potential conflict of interest for roles played by Bob regarding SERG and the TEC.  Board decided that when issues requiring decisions that regarding SERG involvement, Bob should recuse himself from the discussion.   
Next TEC Meeting Date – Tuesday, Feb, 9, 5:30, Town Hall.

