Minutes from 1/3/2007 Recreation Meeting at the Thetford Town Hall
Present at Meeting: Roxanne Eastman, Mary Dan Pomeroy, Kevin Brown, Ann O’Hearn, Lisa Celone, Diana Kimball-Anderson, Andy Martin, Jay Clark, Kathleen Cunneen, Mike Pomeroy, Kristie Gray, Pete Sonnhalter, 
Dave Carpenter
Meeting called to order at 7:15 by Mary Dan Pomeroy

Reviewed the minutes from the last meeting (12/6/06), two changes to be made, motion to  approve them with changes, motion seconded

Kevin Brown showed the map of the donated Taylor property to the group and explained the hopes of the committee for the two large fields, possible softball/baseball field, and parking.  Discussed the issue of the woods turtles that may be located on the property and may have an impact on the development of the property.  

Mary Dan Pomeroy mentioned that she contacted someone at the State of Vermont who said that woods turtles are not endangered, but just rare species in Vermont, and they are not threatened; was mentioned that some of the people on the rec committee have been approached by people on the conservation committee saying that the rec committee is wasting their time and the development of the donated Taylor is not going to happen.  The rec committee will be meeting with the select board on Jan. 8th at 7:30 and the conservation committee has been invited as well so we can see about everyone working together to get this worked out and to see if the donated Taylor property is in the wet lands and exactly what development can be done with it.

Andy Martin will plot the plans to show how will look in the end with the fields we are suggesting

Lisa Celone questioned whether or not we have done or need to do an analysis on what the town wants/needs; questioned how many athletes are playing at one time and will have to present that data to the town; will need to prove with data to the town why a rec department is needed and funds as well; will need to prove this; are we prepared to fight for this

Short discussions on the use of the Hughes Property and the old Hill Property and how those could or could not be used for recreational purposes; Mike Pomeroy produced a list of the town owned properties and that was passed around

It was suggested that someone compile the numbers of all kids playing athletic events in Thetford and possible that a town survey be done to see what the people in town want; suggested that we do the open forum for the town prior to town meeting and invite other school rec directors to speak on our behalf and help to answer town peoples questions; need to gather and be prepared with the information prior to the forum

Kevin Brown made a motion to ask for $35k at town meeting (plus the additional amount given to the Thetford Rec every year already).  Mary Dan will get the final amount to the town by Friday with our report for the Town Report.  Discussions regarding the amount we are asking for;  the majority voted to approve the $35k amount (plus the other) being asked for.

Roxanne Eastman asked that the agenda for the next meeting be to get ready for the town forum (which will be prior to town meeting); someone also suggested that we also set up a table at town meeting with all of our information.

Meeting adjourned at 8:36 a.m. by Mike Pomeroy and seconded by everyone.

