Minutes from 12/06/2006 Recreation Meeting at the Community Center
Present at Meeting: Roxanne Eastman, Cara Jackson, Mike Pomeroy, Mary Dan Pomeroy, Diana Kimball-Anderson, Mark Woodward, Pete Sonnhalter, Marilyn Cook, Kevin Brown, Andy Martin, Kristie Gray, Dave Carpenter, Ann O’Hearn

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m. by Mary Dan Pomeroy


The minutes from the previous meeting were reviewed, two corrections made and then Mike Pomeroy made a motion to accept them and Mark Woodward seconded this motion.


The co-chairs handed out there draft mission statements and the two statements were discussed at length; changes were suggested, Diana Anderson made a motion to accept the amended mission statement as read by Mary Dan Pomeroy, with the right to change it later if need be, Marilyn Cooked seconded this motion.  The final mission statement reads as follows:

“Our mission is to evaluate existing and future leisure time endeavors for the entire Thetford community, providing opportunities and coordination for both competitive and non-competitive activities, as well as passive recreational pursuits for people of all ages and abilities.”


Roxanne Eastman and Kristie Gray briefly talked about their meeting with Hank Tenney from the Hanover Rec Department and his suggestions on how we may get our recreation department going.  Andy Martin explained what the Upper Valley Recreation Department is.  


7:15 Jay Clark joined the meeting 


Discussion regarding what extra activities are offered by TES; questioned how other towns handled sports/extra activities

7:35 broke into the two sub committees that were set up at the Nov. 15th meeting.

Group One:
Multi-use Fields Sub Group

Group Members:  Kevin Brown, Mark Woodward, Pete Sonnhalter, Jay Clark, Mike Pomeroy,
 Cara Jackson, Andy Martin


This sub committee was formed to look at the possible locations for multi-use fields in the Town of Thetford.  The Taylor property would be evaluated as a possible location for multi-use fields.

Kevin Brown started the discussion updating the group on a phone call he received from Lee Shen (?sp) from the conversation committee.  Lee was concerned about the wetlands on the Taylor property.  She had a map for Kevin showing wetland boundaries and a turtle nesting area.  These wetlands were not seen on the maps located at the Thetford Town Offices. 

The group looked over the topographic map brought by Kevin Brown to determine possible locations for multi-use fields and nature trails.  

Additional town properties were discussed as possible sites for multi-use fields for the town.  The sub group decided to take a closer look at the Taylor property by walking the property and staking out possible field sites and parking.  Andy Martin offered to draw up the potential plans. 

Kevin Brown, Mike Pomeroy and Pete Sonnhalter plan to walk the Taylor property Tuesday, Dec. 12th at 8am.  Other committee members are welcome to assist as desired.

Mike Pomeroy raised a concern regarding a land use proposal being brought before the Select Board in the near future by the conservation committee regarding the use of the town owned Hughes Property.  A suggestion was made to bring before the entire Recreation Committee a request of the Thetford Select Board to not make a ruling regarding the use of the Hughes property until the Recreation Committee is allowed to gather information regarding town properties and evaluate the needs of the town for recreation purposes.  The sub group does not have any concerns regarding the conservation committee’s proposal at this time but would like the opportunity to evaluate the property as possible recreation use for the town if needed.

Group Two:

Secure a Single Governing Body

Group members: Roxanne Eastman, Mary Dan Pomeroy, Ann O’Hearn, Diana Anderson, Marilyn Cook,
 Dave Carpenter, Kristie Gray


The goal of this group is to see what the immediate and long term needs are for a town recreation department (??? Not quite sure if I understand/wrote this part right??)  

Mary Dan started the discussion by saying that she thought our purpose was to see if the town needs a recreation department.  Then the discussion turned to the scheduling of the TES field this past fall and how that all happened (or didn’t happen).  It was mentioned that it would be nice to know how other town handle the scheduling of fields and/or buildings.  The discussion then turned to why football was not a part of TYS and Diana Anderson explained that.

It was decided that it would be helpful for the director of football, Pete Sonnhalter, the head of TYS, Andy Martin, a liaison from the School Board, Suzie Weider, and Keith Thompson  to attend the next meeting to discuss the scheduling issues and “whose job is it” or “who wants the job.”  These four will be asked to join our next meeting.
8:20 Group One and Two rejoined; and Mike Pomeroy made a motion that we ask the Select Board to hold off on any decisions regarding the Hughes Property until our recreation committee has more time to see how this property can be used and what need the recreation committee may have for it, Diana Anderson seconded this motion and it was approved

It was decided that anyone who wants to go and look at the Taylor Property should meet at Baker’s Store at 8:00 a.m. on December 12th.  They may also go look at the leach field property.

8:30 p.m. the meeting was adjourned by Roxanne Eastman and approved

