Thetford Selectboard Meeting Minutes - Final - 

Monday, September 28, 2009 

  

Present:  Tig Tillinghast, Mike Brown, Cathee Daum Clement (8:02 pm), John Bacon and Andrew Toler

  

Guests:  Scott Slider (7:08 pm), Michael and Mary Dan Pomeroy, Michelle and Terry Longo, and Jay C. White Cloud (7:24 pm),  Dave Dempsy (7:45 pm), Margaret and John Stephens (7:56 pm), Li Shen, Chairman, Conservation Commission, Skip Brown, Director of the Lake Fairlee Association, Ann Jane and Kemon, members of the Lake Fairlee Association (8:00 pm), Tracy Borst, Town Clerk (8:50 pm)

 

Agenda: 

Call to Order 

Public Comment 

Minutes 

Warrants 

Town Role in Lake Fairlee Association Permit 

-break- 

Policy for Dangerous/Vacant Buildings

Old Business, Including

    - Scheduling for non-Town Hall Selectboard meeting

    - Budget status

    - Road survey status

    - Solid waste ordinance

    - Financial policies

Other Business 

Adjourn 

  

Call to Order, 7:05 pm 

Tig Tillinghast called meeting to order at 7:05 pm. 

Public Comment, 7:08 pm
  

Thetford resident, Scott Slider, New Boston Road, stopped in to talk to the Selectboard about morning traffic issues at the bus stop at the top of Gove Hill and New Boston Road. Mr. Slider stated that morning traffic at the bus stop is is extremely dangerous as there is a blind spot where his child and wife wait for the bus.  Mr. Slider mentioned that he has approached the Thetford Police Department as well a the School Board, on multiple occasions regarding this issue and to date, no action has been taken to resolve this problem.  Mr. Slider is now approaching the Selectboard looking help in resolving this issue.  Tig Tillinghast asked the Selectboard who designates the bus stops.  Mike Brown said the School Board makes that determination. Brown suggested finding a better location for the bus stop. Tillinghast suggested that John Bacon and Mike Brown (Road Commissioners) take a look at the location so the Selectboard can follow up with the Thetford Police Chief and School Board.

At 7:24 pm, Michael and Mary Dan Pomeroy, Michelle and Terry Longo, and Jay C. White Cloud came before the Selectboard to express their concern with the road maintenance of Houghton Hill Road along with the lack of regard to the trees.   It seems that the road is getting wider every time the road is graded.  Mike Pomeroy stated the road was just graded on Friday, September 25th and provided the Selectboard with pictures of the road following that maintenance.  The pictures indicated:  pushed out shoulders, trees and telephone polls with equipment gouges as well as drainage issues around existing culverts.  The recent road maintenance gives the impression that there are pull overs for passing cars, but in actuality they are ditches.  The Houghton Hill road residents would like to know what planning principles are being followed and if there is a documented plan for future road maintenance.  If there is a plan to widen the road, residents would like to be advised.  Mike Brown stated that road widening is unintentional and was not planned.  The Road Commissioners will talk to the road crew and follow up with residents.

At 7:45 pm, David Dempsy stopped by to see if the Town of Thetford would be interested in 10 acres of property owned by him on the Wilmot Hill top.  He would like the town to consider his donation of the land with the condition that the town not sell or develop the property.  Tig Tillinghast mentioned that the Selectboard is in the process of assessing land priorities and would like to discuss in more detail with Selectboard members.  Tillinghast will invite Mr. Dempsy back in two months to discuss in more detail.

At 7:56 pm, Margaret and John Stevens, stopped by to state their concerns regarding the road maintenance on Houghton Hill Road. Mrs. Stevens mentioned her frequent requests to the road crew to ditch around their driveway when grading the road as water pours into their driveway requiring them to dig it out themselves.  Mrs. Stevens also mentioned her concern regarding the damage to the trees as many look like they are in danger of falling.  Tig Tillinghast reassured Mr. and Mrs. Stevens that the Road Commissions are planning to talk to the Road Foreman regarding this issue.

Town Role in Lake Fairlee Association Permit, 8:00 pm
Skip Brown, Director of the Lake Fairlee Association, along with Ron and Ann Jan Kemon members of the association, joined the Selectboard to discuss the the application for the permit for herbicide to kill the milfoil in Lake Fairlee.  Skip Brown stated his excitement that the town is interested in milfoil issue in Lake Fairlee. Li Shen, Chairman of the Conservation Commission joined the Selectboard for this portion of the meeting.

Cathee Clement joined the meeting at 8:02 pm

Mr. Brown provided the Selectboard with an update on the Lake Fairlee milfoil project.  At the association’s request, Lycott Environmental, Inc., has conducted a comprehensive survey of Lake Fairlee.  They are preparing a report, which will provide us with a detailed analysis of the milfoil and other plants in the lake.  This survey is also required by the State as part of an application process to use an herbicide next summer, should we pursue that option. Skip Brown hopes to receive the report by early October, and are eager to learn its conclusions.  

There will be a Public Meeting, October 14, 2009 at the West Fairlee Community Center, located just to the right of Bean Hall (bright red roof) on Route 113 in West Fairlee.  The meeting will begin promptly at 7:00 pm and will not go beyond 9:00 pm. The association has scheduled this meeting to share the report with the public as well as invited Lee Lyman, the founder and president of Lycott, to join them.  Mr. Lyman will answer questions about milfoil control, about herbicide use, and about his firm.

The Lake Fairlee Association is contemplating applying for a grant which will provide them with a license for the herbicide Renovate OTF (on target formulation).  Skip Brown described how the herbicide works.  The chemical is combined with clay dust which allows it to sink rapidly to the bottom of the lake where it gets down to the milfoil roots and breaks down within hours to two days.  This herbicide is considered a plant growth hormone inhibitor which only affects plants.  

The Selectboard asked if there was a formal role in this process? Everyone concluded that there was not.  Lie Shen suggested that the Conservation Commission provide an education role, not an advocacy role.

Tig Tillinghast asked Skip Brown what action he is looking for from the Selectboard.  Skip Brown stated that he would like the Selectboard to help facilitate a discussion with the Town of Thetford which will provide an opportunity for residents to voice their opinions on the issue.  Cathee Clement suggested that the Conservation Commission work with the Lake Fairlee Association to set up this town discussion.  Skip Brown said he is happy to bring in Vermont State scientists and consultants to provide qualified opinions on herbicide use. 

Tig Tillinghast thanked the Lake Fairlee Association for coming to this meeting and sharing information with the Board.

At 8:50 pm, Tracy Borst stopped by to follow up with the Selectboard on the following logistics for the Special town meeting October 8, at 7 pm in the Gym at the Thetford Elementary school: chair set up, advertising in the newspaper, and PA system.  Mrs. Borst also asked about the following:

    -  Permission to have a small Girl Scout Leaders meeting at the Town Hall next week.  It was decided to have the meeting in her office.  

    -  The zoning fee up date and implementation.  Tillinghast stated the board is waiting for Richard Blacklow, Zoning Administrator to return from vacation to enforce the new fees.  Tillinghast will forward Mrs. Borst and electronic copy of the new fee schedule. 

    -  Recycling fees and stickers.  Tillinghast stated that the Selectboard needs to approve the Solid Waste Ordinance before applying the new recycling fee policy. The discussion of this ordinance is on the agenda for tonight's meeting.

    - Town Office Signs.  Office signs have been received (through a recent grant) and need to be hung throughout the building according to the grants specifications.   John Bacon and Tig Tillinghast will hang signs tomorrow.

  

Warrants, 9:08pm 

Mike Brown made a motion to accept the following warrants.  Cathee Clement seconded.  All members approved. 

#33.2 $ 532.52 

#28.3 $ 3,205.24 

#35.1 $434,095.25

 

Tig Tillinghast mentioned that he was contacted by the Journal Opinion regarding the upcoming special town meeting on October 8th.  Tillinghast asked if he should refer these calls to Mike Brown, Co-Chair, as he has recused himself from the conversations regarding this meeting.  Selectboard members agreed that Tillinghast could state the facts about the meeting and to mention that the Selectboard has not collectively formed an opinion regarding the issue going in front of the town.

 

Policy for Dangerous/Vacant Buildings, 9:12 pm
Cathee Clement mentioned the need for the Selectboard to look into creating a policy for Dangerous/Vacant Buildings.  Clement will provide the Selectboard with a draft copy at the next meeting.

 

Andrew Toler suggested a meeting prelim be added to next weeks agenda in preparation for the special town meeting October 8th.

 

Old Business, 9:20 pm
    - Scheduling for non-Town Hall Selectboard meeting place:   Tig Tillinghast suggested holding a Selectboard meeting at another village which would provide residents in the other village, an opportunity to attend a meeting. Tillinghast will look into setting up this meeting sometime in November.

    - Budget status:  Andrew Toler said the budget letters have gone out to Department Heads (with the exception of Treasure Island which will go out later this week). 

    - Road survey status:  Mike Brown contacted Chuck Wise to follow up on the chance to work on the Road Survey with Road Foreman Doug Stone in October.  Unfortunately, state funding may not allow that opportunity.  Mike Brown suggested inviting Mr. Wise and  Peter Gregory to a Selectboard meeting to discuss in more detail. Andrew Toler asked if the town could do the road survey without Chuck Wise.  Mike Brown suggested this be discussed at that meeting.   

    - Tig Tillinghast said he received a list of grant opportunities from Two Rivers which he will forward to everyone.  This also includes information on better back roads.

    - Tillinghast also received a legal contract from AOT VTrans for a new bridge on 132, construction to begin in 2011. Thetford will be expected to pay for 1%  ($25,500) of this $2.25 million dollar project.  Mike Brown suggested that the town should start saving money into the Bridge fund now. Tillinghast will provide Selectboard members with a copy of the contract and will follow-up at next weeks meeting.

    - Solid Waste Ordinance:  Mike Brown handed out a draft copy of the Civil Ordinance Regulating the Disposal of Solid Wastes for Selectboard members to review.  Brown will bring a fair copy to next weeks meeting for signatures.

 

Other Business, 10:51 pm 

    - Andrew Toler mentioned there are still beaver issues on Godfrey Road. Mike Brown mentioned that Doug Stone had built a small fence away from the culvert in an attempt to keep the beavers away from the culvert.  It is working, temporarily, but will not hold up until the new culvert is put in place.  Mike Brown suggested that Doug Stone, Road Foreman be allowed to purchase quality materials to rebuild the fence. Selectboard members agreed that was the best short term solution.

     - Cathee Clement mentioned the questions on the ListServ regarding the community garden and wondered when the Pompanoosuc Agricultural Society plans on placing information on the ListServ regarding this project.  Tig Tillinghast said the Society is meeting tomorrow night and the group is planning on writing a letter which will be placed on the ListServ as well as contacting the Snowmobile club to discuss the trail for this winter. 

  

At 10:14 pm, John Bacon made a motion to adjourn.  The vote passed unanimously. 

  

Respectfully submitted, 

Cheryl Ulz, Recording Clerk, Thetford Selectboard 
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