 


Thetford Selectboard Meeting Minutes - Final Copy 

Monday, August 31, 2009 

  

Present:  Tig Tillinghast, Mike Brown, Cathee Daum Clement (8:15 pm), John Bacon and Andrew Toler 

  

Guests:  Li Shen, Chair, Conservation Committee (7:54pm) 

  

Agenda: 

Call to Order 

Public Comment 

Minutes 

Warrants 

Conservation Commission on Easing Properties 

Offer of Property in Post Mills 

-break- 

Discussion of Draft Emergency Management Policies 

Discussion of Draft Financial Policies    

Old Business, Including 

   - Status of FUP Agreement 

   - Implementation of Salary Administration Project 

   - Recycling 

Other Business 

Adjourn 

  

Call to Order, 7:08 pm 

Tig Tillinghast called meeting to order at 7:08 pm. 

Minutes, 7:15 pm 

The Selectboard reviewed/revised draft meeting minutes for the August 10th and August 24th meetings.  Mike Brown made a motion to accept the August 24th minutes as revised.  Andrew Toler seconded the motion.  All members approved with one abstention. 

  

Warrants, 7:15 pm 

John Bacon made a motion to accept the following warrants.  Andrew Toler seconded.  All members approved. 

25.3  $3,549.86
32.1  $5,949.99
30.2  $5,996.38
  
At 7:31 pm, Tig Tillinghast suggested that the Selectboard discuss the Implementation of the Salary Administration Project as listed in Old Business, while waiting for Li Shen to arrive to discuss the next agenda topic.  Tillinghast reviewed and email from Abigail Friedman, Director, Municipal Assistance Center from VLCT in which Ms. Friedman requested the Selectboard review the attached workplan and provide her with any necessary feedback and changes prior to starting the project. Selectboard members reviewed and discussed the three phases of the workplan deciding to shorten the list of interviews and to schedule some time to meet with Ms. Friedman prior to the beginning of the project. 

Tillinghast will contact Ms. Friedman to schedule this appointment and discuss the Selectboards suggested feedback to the work plan. 

  

Conservation Commission on Easing Properties, 7:54 pm 

Li Shen, Chair, Conservation Commission stopped in to meet with the Selectboard to list the reasons why the Conservation Commission recommended turning the Taylor parcel into conservation land.  Ms. Shen provided the Selectboard with an intensive study which included: 

    - the FEMA map of the parcel which showed that a majority of the parcel is a flood plane which contains significant wetlands. 

    - a botanical inventory which was created Rebecca Chalmers, District Wetland Ecologist and Alan Quackenbush, State Wetlands Coordinator for the Agency of Natural Resources.  

    - and a wildlife inventory which discovered a large population of Wood turtles. 

Tig Tillinghast suggested that the Conservation Commission talk directly with Tim and Janet Taylor regarding any town land use obligation that may have been outlined in the transfer, discuss the flood plan issue and see what their thoughts are about conserving the land. 

  

Ms. Shen suggested that the town mihgt be able to sell the development rights to a land trust and suggested a river-related land trust.  Tillinghast and Andrew Toler agreed to talk to Steve Libby, Executive Director, Vermont River Conservancy, to explore what possibilities might exist. 

  

Offer of Property in Post Mills, 8:41 pm 

The Selectboard discussed the creation of a town warning which would allow a special town meeting to discuss the possible acquisition of the following Malmoquist property located in Post Mills which include:  the 13 ½ acre property on which the mill is located, 49 acres adjacent to the property, and  6 ½ acres at the dam site. Anticipated costs associated with the property are approximately $79,000 for demolition and $10,000 for asbestos abatement.  

  
Tig Tillinghast recused himself from the discussion as he owns property adjacent to the land to be acquired. 

  

Board members decided to meet meet Wednesday, September 2nd to finalize and sign the warned article which notifies the town of a special town meeting to discuss the possible purchase of this property on October 7th.  

  

Discussion of Draft Emergency Management Policies, 9:37 pm
Andrew Toler made a motion to appoint Don Fifield as the Emergency Management Director until the next reorganization meeting in March 2010.  Mike Brown seconded the motion.  All members approved. 

Selectboard members reviewed the draft copy the Motion to Ensure Continuity of Operations in Emergency Services for the Town of Thetford, Vermont.  Based on discussions, Tig Tillinghast will finalize the document and create a signature page for the next meeting. 

  

Old Business, 9:54 pm
    - Status of FUP (Facility Use Policy) Agreement:  The Selectboard reviewed the FUP agreement with the Pompanoosuc Agricultural Society, represented by Donna Walter stating the terms and rules for using the Town Common as a community garden development.  Cathee Clement made a motion to accept the language for the letter in support of the project with the Pompanoosuc Agricultural Society dated August 31, 2009.  Andrew Toler seconded the motion.  All members approved.  The board then reviewed the Facilities Rental Agreement with the Pompanoosuc Agricultural Society. Andrew Toler will provide Donna Walter with the Rental Agreement for her review and signature. 

  

Other Business, 10:09 pm 

    - Cathee Clement received a request from Bonnie Strout, Maple Leaf Children Center, to have a pizza party on the Thetford Center Common September 17th for approximately 60 people.  Tig Tillinghast made a motion to conditionally approve this request upon the signing of the Thetford Facility Use Agreement.  Andrew Toler seconded the motion. All members approved.  Cathee Clement will follow-up with Ms. Strout and provide her with a copy of the Facility Use Agreement for her signature.  Tig Tillinghast made a motion to waive the rental fee as Maple Leaf is a non-profit organization.  Cathee Clement seconded the motion.  All members approved. 

   - Tig Tillinghast provided the Selectboard with a draft letter to a landowner regarding easement concerns.  Andrew Toler made a motion to authorize Tig Tillinghast to send the letter to the Roses regarding their proposed development in North Thetford.  Mike Brown seconded the motion.  All members approved. 

  

At 10:18 pm, Mike Brown made a motion to adjourn.  The vote passed unanimously. 

  

Respectfully submitted, 

Cheryl Ulz, Recording Clerk, Thetford Selectboard 

