THETFORD SELECTBOARD MINUTES

July 28, 2008

Present: John Bacon, Mike Brown, Tig Tillinghast, Andrew Toler

Absent: Suzanne Masland

Guests: Liz Ryan Cole (7:12-7:22), Jill Graff (7:39-8:05), Dave Turner (7:23-7:35)

Agenda:



Public Comment

Minutes

Warrants 

Setting of Tax Rates

Letter to Selectboard from Gove Hill & Sentinel Ministries

7/22 Meeting of DRB and Conditional Use Permit for Recycling Center

Recreation- Preliminary Review

Unfinished Business – Request for changes to speed limits on Routes 113 & 244

Information & Updates

Adjourn

Mike Brown called the meeting to order at 7:03.

At 7:05, motion by Andrew Toler to accept the amended minutes of July 14, 2008. John Bacon seconded. The vote passed unanimously. 

At 7:13, in public comment, Liz Ryan Cole, Academy Road, asked for an update on a maintenance schedule for the path near her property. She thanked Mike Brown for weed whacking before graduation, and she noted that the road department mower came this morning. Cole asked also that the old well be covered for safety reasons. Mike Brown will speak to Doug Stone.

At 7:23, Dave Turner, Colby Hill Road South (Class 4), asked permission to install a 24-inch culvert, crushed stone, and hard pack to collect water from the mountain. Doug Stone and a Selectperson will look at the property and follow up with Dave Turner.

At 7:37, motion by Tig Tillinghast to accept the warrants. Seconded by Andrew Toler. The vote passed unanimously. 

30.1: $227,433.96

23.2: $532.20

14.4: $12,309.51

29.1: $25,319.87

At 7:40, the Selectboard and Jill Graff reviewed the tax rates. Graff explained that the tax rate is calculated from the grand list, generated by the Listers last week; and the Articles voted on at town meeting. Following discussion, motion by John Bacon to set the 2008 tax rate for the General Fund at 0.2800, for the Highway Fund at 0.1768, for the total Articles at 0.0753; for a total municipal tax rate of 0.5321. Andrew Toler seconded the motion. The vote passed unanimously.

John Bacon reported that the Town received a $20,000 grant from the State for repair of the Gove Hill Bridge. In discussion, it was noted that the cost will be $10,000 higher, but the work is needed, and if it is not done now, the Town will lose the $20,000 grant. Mike Brown will speak to Doug Stone about the specifics of the grant, particularly when the money will be available. Jill Graff said that the $10,000 cost to the Town would have to wait to be billed until the end of September.

At 8:05, Mike Brown distributed copies of a letter from Gove Hill & Sentinel Ministries to Tracy Borst, regarding a tax grievance; and a document titled “Vermont Property Tax – Public, Pious or Charitable Exemption” for review by the Selectboard. Mike Brown explained that the Ministry started grieving their taxes in 2004, and the Listers denied the appeal based on the belief that the ministries do not meet the necessary standards. The Selectboard reviewed the documents and discussed that the Ministries contention that the facility’s policy constitutes the allowing of public use. The Board agreed that this was not the case. Motion by John Bacon to write a letter to Gove Hill & Sentinel Ministries denying their request for “some kind of local relief through a local agreement” for property taxes, and stating the Selectboard’s support of the Lister’s decision denying their appeal for tax exemption for Gove Hill Retreat.

At 8:20, the Selectboard reviewed the status of the purchase of a generator for Town Hall.

At 8:28, Mike Brown reported on the 7/22 Meeting of Development Review Board and Conditional Use Permit for Recycling Center. Following recommendations, Mike Brown has arranged to purchase Evergreen trees to plant at the Recycling Center in the Fall, and the glass container will be painted. The DRB Hearing will be continued in December to review progress of recommended actions.

At 8:35, the Selectboard discussed review of the relationships between the Recreation Department, Recreation Committee, Thetford Youth Sports, and Treasure Island. Mike Brown reported that the Recreation Committee is interested in getting together with the Selectboard to review the organization of Recreation.

At 8:40, Mike Brown reported that a fence was installed on Robinson Hill Road too close to the road. Following discussion, motion by Andrew Toler to approve installation of a fence set further back, along the Eastern edge of 520 Robinson Hill Road to the Western edge of 638 Robinson Hill Road. Tig Tillinghast seconded the motion. The vote passed unanimously.

At 8:45, Mike Brown reported on the 7/21 meeting of the Agency of Transportation Traffic Committee regarding the request to reduce speed limits on certain sections of Routes 244 and 113. They did not change the speed limits, because they maintain that traffic studies did not support changes; but they did support increased signage. Mike Brown spoke at the meeting of the blind corner on Route 113, at the Clark’s property. In discussion, Andrew Toler asked why the State is so reluctant to change speed limits. Mike Brown responded that their criteria are traffic studies. Tig Tillinghast commented that traffic studies measure speed and number of trips, but not safety. It was noted that speed enforcement is another safety factor.

At 8:55, the Selectboard signed the Town of Thetford Health, Safety, and Wellness Mission Policy.

At 8:56, John Bacon reported on the Malmquist Mill deterioration. He said that it needs to be torn down, and the State has a list of people qualified to do it. Mike Brown will contact Mark McMahon.

John Bacon made a motion at 9:20 to adjourn, seconded by Tig Tillinghast. Passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Ann Fenton

Recording Clerk, Thetford Selectboard
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