
Thetford Selectboard Meeting Minutes
Monday, July 13, 2009
Present:  Tig Tillinghast, Mike Brown, Cathee Daum Clement, and John Bacon
Absent:  Andrew Toler
Guests:  Wayne Parks, Planning Commission (7:04 pm); Doug Stone, Road Foreman (7:27 pm); Jim Masland and Stuart Blood (8:04 pm)
Agenda:

Call to Order

Public Comment

Minutes

Road Paving Update
Rose Case Debriefing on ANR Hearing

(Possibility of an executive session portion)

Warrants

Old Business
Other Business 
Adjourn

Call to Order, 7:04 pm

Tig Tillinghast called meeting to order at 7:04 pm.
Public Comment 
At 7:04 pm, Wayne Parks stopped in to talk to the Selectboard about the vacancy on the Planning Commission.  Currently, Mr. Parks has received one letter of interest for the position and may need to come back to the Selectboard to request advertisement if the position does not get filled.  Mr. Parks mentioned that the Planning Commission is considering applying for a grant that will help provide funding for a consultant to work on the sub-division by-laws.  The Selectboard also suggested the Planning Commission apply for a grant in 2010 for additional funding to be applied to creating the new town plan. Tig Tillinghast reminded Mr. Parks that there is a grants policy stating that the Selectboard needs to sign all grant requests.  Tillinghast will follow up with Mr. Parks to talk about this policy in more detail.  Mike Brown mentioned the discussion last week regarding the Selectboards assistance in providing additional support to the Planning Commission regarding preparation and data gathering for the 2012 Town Plan.  Cathee Clement stated that it may be an opportunity to put together a sub-committee of Planning Commission members to work on the town plan.
Minutes, 7:13pm

The Selectboard reviewed/revised draft meeting minutes for the June 29, 2009 meeting.  Cathee Clement made a motion to accept the June 29th minutes as revised.  John Bacon seconded the motion.  All members approved.  

Road Paving Update, 7:27 pm

Doug Stone, Road Foreman, stopped into meet with the Selectboard regarding the following Road issues:

· Grant money received for Academy Road maintenance.

· Also looks like the town will receive the grant for the Godfrey Road culvert.
· Mr. Stone needs to follow-up with the culvert vendor regarding cost estimates and needs to further consider beaver control options.
· Mr. Stone passed around three bids for paving Academy Road, Sawnee Bean Road and Bridge 113.  Mr. Stone recommended the local vendor bid from BlakTop as it came in with the lowest cost and the vendor could schedule the work in a timely manner.

· Mr. Stone mentioned that the town’s road signs came in and are posted.
· The advertisement for a temp position with the road crew was posted and two applications have been received to date.  Mr. Stone is hoping to interview for this position this week.

· The road grader is still in the shop.  The hydraulic pump is being rebuilt.
· A new grader was dropped off this week for a test drive and was picked up Sunday.  This equipment was tested for possible purchase in March 2010.

· Cathee Clement suggested putting road work notices on the Listserv.

Rose Case Debriefing on ANR Hearing, 8:04 pm

Jim Masland and Stuart Blood stopped by to meet with the Selectboard regarding the debriefing of the Pre-Hearing Conference on the petition to revoke the Roses’ septic permit held June 30, 2009 in Waterbury, VT.  Mike Brown felt that it would have been advantageous to have the town’s attorney, Brian Monaghan there.  Mr. Brown stated that the conference ended with a hearing being scheduled for Monday, July 20 at 9am and an understanding that the parties should talk to try to resolve the issues.  The following topics were discussed:
· What does the town want out of ANR’s decision (what is the town’s objective)?

· Should the town hire an engineer?

· What are the town’s arguments for the hearing?

Tig Tillinghast will schedule a meeting with Mike Brown and Attorney Monaghan to discuss the towns arguments and standing in preparation for the July 20th meeting.
Warrants, 9:18 pm

John Bacon made a motion to accept the following warrants.  Mike Brown seconded.  All members approved.

#23.1  $ 8,751.80

#24.1  $39,831.35

#13.4  $15,931.40

#18.3 $ 1,807.64

#24.2 $ 5,157.32

Old Business, 9:24 pm
· Dog Ordinance document update:  Mike Brown stated that he is in the process of updating the dog ordinance document with comments and suggested revisions from last week’s meeting.
· Town of Thetford Handbook for Officials:  Tig Tillinghast mentioned that he is in the process of updating the handbook with comments and remarks provided to him by Selectboard members.  Tillinghast will provide the Selectboard with a draft at the next meeting which will be complete with all reference documents.
· Cathee Clement has cataloged all town ordinances and created a searchable Table of Contents (spreadsheet) that contains: Title, when adopted, Selectboard members, and current action.  Clement will talk to Tracy Borst, Town Clerk, about scanning older town ordinances.

· John Bacon asked for the Ancient Roads Committee to meet with the Selectboard.  Tig Tillinghast will talk to Janet Stowell about scheduling them on an upcoming agenda.
Other Business, 9:36 pm
· Tig Tillinghast reviewed the eVermont stimulus program and the pre-approval process with the board.  This program was created to help rural communities realize the opportunities of the Internet for civic engagement, community betterment, economic development, job creation and e-commerce.  Tillinghast will pursue the opportunity and submit a pre-application.
· Cathee Clement attended a TEN meeting today.  Clement mentioned that the committee would like to post their minutes on the town website.  Tig Tillinghast mentioned this was a great idea and is pursuing a CMS system which will allow multiple users to update the town’s website. 
· Cathee Clement mentioned that the TEN Committee has a tentative meeting scheduled for August 27th at 7pm to meet with the Senior and Affordable Housing Committee in an effort to collaborate on similar committee issues.
· The TEN Committee asked Cathee Clement about the process for recommending to the Selectboard that another committee be formed.  Tig Tillinghast said that the TEN Committee can create a sub-committee of its own members without Selectboard approval.  If creating a sub-committee with outside members, the Selectboard needs to elect and appoint those new members.
· Cathee Clement mentioned the possibility of the Thetford Elementary School donating their old play structure once their new play structure is installed.

· Tig Tillinghast mentioned that work has begun at Thetford Elementary School on the new generator project.
Reminder:  The Selectboard will not meet next week, July 20, 2009.
 At 10:12 pm, John Bacon made a motion to adjourn.  The vote passed unanimously.
Respectfully submitted,
Cheryl Ulz, Recording Clerk, Thetford Selectboard
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