Thetford Selectboard Meeting Minutes—Final--

July 12, 2010

Present: Tig Tillinghast, Mike Pomeroy, Donn Downey

Agenda

Public Comment

Minutes and Warrants

Dangerous Buildings Ordinance Review

Recycling Center Decisions

Conservation Commission Chair on Invasives

Process Decision on Dog Case

Visit from TRORC

Old Business, including


- Cemetery Wall Options 


- Dinosaurs Policy

Other Business

Adjourn

Call to Order 7:03 PM

Tig Tillinghast called the meeting to order at 7:03 PM

Public Comment 7:03 PM

Murray Hill visited the selectboard to go over several ideas for improving Recycling Center operations, based on previous experiences he’s had with other New England towns. 

The Selectboard also discussed the topic of beaver control devices for the new culvert on Godfrey Road. Doug Stone had been consulted by Tig Tillinghast regarding the next steps for the portion of the state grant regarding a flow control device. Doug recommended we consult with the District 4 VTrans managers on the topic to see which sort of device makes most sense prior to choosing a vendor to install a device. The District 4 people will recommend a DNR biologist.
Dangerous Buildings 7:27 PM

Tig Tillinghast distributed the current Dangerous Buildings Ordinance as passed within the year by the Selectboard. He noted that state statute required a hearing be held before the ordinance can be effective. Board members were asked to review the ordinance for potential changes, and the board agreed to schedule a hearing for August 9, 2010 during the Selectboard meeting, after which the board would consider changing or signing the ordinance, and it would come into effect 44 days after that. 
In the absence of Cathee Clement being present, she was unanimously appointed the first, and likely temporary, Building Safety Officer.

Recycling 7:33 PM

Donn Downey asked whether the board would approve the hiring of additional help for the Recycling Center. The board unanimously approved. 

Donn also confirmed the decision that both co-coordinators would get the coordinator salary for all of the hours they worked effective July 24. All of these changes would have the net effect of bringing the 2010 spending close to the budget set aside for labor – eliminating what would have otherwise been a small surplus. Motion made by Tig Tillinghast, seconded by John Bacon, approved by all.

The Selectboard also unanimously approved delegating all authority to buy a replacement container to Donn Downey, who indicated that he would compare estimates and make the order. 

Tracy Borst joined the discussion. Donn noted that Northeast Waste would continue hauling trash from the Recycling Center through the month of July, and that the first Saturday in August (the 7th), the Searles would take over. Discussion ensued about residents stuck with Northeast Waste trash tickets. An effort to get West Fairlee to accept them failed, as that town would have incurred additional tonnage fees. It was agreed to publicize the change via the listserv and to encourage people needing tickets in the next three weeks to purchase them from fellow residents with extra. 

Warrants 7:50 PM

Tig Tillinghast moved to accept the warrants:

cc-2010-19

$340.92

#23.1


$201,417.91

#13:4


$14,908.74

#23:2


$98.38

cc-2010-20

$307.62

#15.3


$30,868.42

#24.1


$12,184.74

Conservation 7:50 PM

Li Shen came before the board to ask for a budget appropriation outside of the normal Conservation Commission budget to purchase tools to help fight invasives. Mike Pomeroy asked why these would not come from the regular commission budget or its special conservation fund. Tig Tillinghast said that in this particular instance, it might make sense to send the message that the Town is behind invasive control efforts, so as to help with volunteer recruitment. Tig made a motion to appropriate $275 from the selectboard contingency fund toward the purchase of an “injector” used to surgically place herbicides. Discussion ensued. Mike Pomeroy made an amendment to the motion to reduce the sum to $100. The amendment passed 2-1. The motion, as amended, passed unanimously. 

Dogs 8:25 PM

The Selectboard discussed a reported dog-on-dog fight incident and how it should handle the issue. The board read a quick summation of the options written by Cathee Clement. In her absence, it was agreed to discuss at the next meeting. 

The Selectboard made special note that they hoped Cathee, who was temporarily ill, felt better quickly.

Old Business 8:36 PM

Due to a zoning department error from years ago, a resident is now facing difficulty replacing a residential trailer. The Selectboard discussed ways in which the resident might be helped. It was agreed that Tig Tillinghast would discuss appropriate options with the Zoning Administrator.
Tracy Borst gave the board an overview of the plans for re-doing the wood floors in Town Hall in a week. 
The board discussed the fact that some people in town mistook as Town issues the reported Act 250 problems dealing with a sculpture in Post Mills now dubbed the Vermontasaurus. In an effort to explicitly express the Town’s approval of the fact that “art happens” in Thetford – without weighing in on either side of the neighbor conflict issues – Tig Tillinghast suggested the board name the unnamed road across from the Post Mills Church something to memorialize the sculpture. A discussion of names ensued, including Barnzilla, Bedrock, Vermontasaurus, and Sauropod (the proper name of this class of dinosaur). Mike Pomeroy moved to make the road name Vermontasaurus Drive. The motion passed unanimously. It was later noted that this is not the official road naming process, so this would be an informal appellation. A small ad hoc committee will be formulated to come up with suggestions for a more permanent name in the early fall. 

It was also noted by all three members present that the zoning bylaw’s definition of “structure” is likely too general to be useful, and is a likely place to place some scrutiny in that bylaw’s upcoming revision. 
Mike Pomeroy moved that the board recognize the Thetford Hill Fair as a town event. Tig Tillinghast seconded. The motion passed. 

Donn Downey moved to adjourn at 9:04. Mike Pomeroy seconded. The motion passed unanimously. 
