Thetford Selectboard Meeting Minutes
Monday, June 8, 2009
Present:  Tig Tillinghast, Mike Brown, Cathee Daum Clement, John Bacon and Andrew Toler
Guests:  Wayne Parks, Chairman of the Planning Commission (7:05 pm), Jane Bayley Brown (7:08 pm), Ed Hathaway, EPA, Bob Walker, Elizabeth Mine Study Group, Neal McGlathery, Thetford Representative to the EMCAG,  Chris Kane, Weston Solutions, Tim Ulman, Northwoods Excavation, and John Schmeltzer, Vermont ANR (8:04 pm), Mark McMahon and Dale Gephart from the Senior & Affordable Housing Committee, (8:45 pm)

Agenda:
Call to Order

Public Comment

Minutes

Warrants

Prioritization of Selectboard To-Do List
EPA’s Ed Hathaway on Elizabeth Mine Cleanup
Elder and Low Income Housing Discussion
Petition to Address Grave Maintenance
Old Business
Other Business, including
· Request for use of Thetford Center Common

· Decide on July 4 Open status for Recycling Center

Adjourn

Call to Order, 7:05 pm

Tig Tillinghast called meeting to order at 7:05 pm.

Public Comment 
At 7:05 pm, Wayne Parks, Chairman of the Planning Commission stopped by to let the Selectboard know that they have added Andrew Toler to their email list.  As the liaison to the Planning Commission, Toler will now receive meeting information such as minutes and tracking document information.  The next meeting for the Planning Commission scheduled for June 16, 2009.

At 7:08 pm, Thetford Resident Jane Bayley Brown stopped by with a written request asking the Selectboard for support on enforcing the speed limit on Route 244 specifically by the lake to the boat landing.  With summer camps starting shortly, there is concern about children crossing the roads.  After meeting with neighbors and the summer camps, Ms. Brown has ordered weather proof signs that will be posted along the road side requesting drivers to “Care for kids – Please Slow Down”. The summer camps will set up caution cones in the roads median signaling drivers to slow down during camp opening and closing day as well as Parent Weekends.  Ms. Brown is planning to have everything in place by June 15, 2009.  Tig Tillinghast asked Mike Brown to follow up with Police Chief, Jim Lanctot to discuss the possibility of enforcing the speed limit around that area of the lake during those events.  Andrew Toler will research the law to see if the Selectboard can temporarily reduce the speed limit during those busy times.  Tillinghast will contact Ms. Brown within the next two weeks regarding law and police support.
Minutes, 7:25 pm

The Selectboard reviewed/revised draft meeting minutes for the June 1, 2009 meeting.  Mike Brown made a motion to accept the June 1st minutes as revised.  Andrew Toler seconded the motion. All members approved with one abstention.

Warrants, 7:35 pm

Andrew Toler made a motion to accept the following warrants.  Mike Brown seconded.  All members approved.

#19.1 $2,689.84

#21.2 $546.83

#15.3 $1,807.64

#11.4 $13,449.20

At 7:45 pm, John Bacon suggested Tig Tillinghast talk to Doug Stone, Road Foreman, about a temporary position for the road crew.  Mike Brown said that Mr. Stone is working on the job advertisement and will forward to the Selectboard for approval and advertisement.

Prioritization of Selectboard To-Do List, 7:50 pm

 Tig Tillinghast handed out the Selectboards To-Do list, reviewing the current status of each action item.  Tillinghast asked Selectboard members to identify their top 2-3 actions that they would like to see accomplished by the end of the summer session.   Cathee Clement and Tillinghast will meet later this week to finalize and update the list based on the board’s recommendations.
EPA’s Ed Hathaway on Elizabeth Mine Cleanup, 8:04 pm

Tig Tillinghast introduced the Selectboard members to Ed Hathaway, Bob Walker, Neal McGlathery, Chris Kane, Tim Ulman, and John Schmeltzer.  Ed Hathaway said the main reason for the visit to the Selectboard was to provide an update on the progress of the project as well as to let the town know about a detour plan while portions of Mine Road, in Strafford, Vermont are closed.  The road closure will allow for the removal of mine waste from Mine Road and for construction of a sediment basin as part of the cleanup of the Elizabeth Mine Superfund Site. Warning signs and detour signs will be posted from June 29 – August 18, 2009.  There may also be periods of time during the workday from June 15 until June 26, when travel restrictions may be in place on Mine Road from Copperas Road to Gove Hill Road.  A Public Notice of Road Closure will be posted in the Valley News and Spectator.  Andrew Toler will also post the EPA Article on the Thetford List Serve.  Mr. Hathaway reviewed the major planned activities for 2009 as well as offering to arrange a tour of the Superfund site this summer to Selectboard members.  Tig Tillinghast ask Mr. Hathaway what type of maintenance the Superfund site will need 100 years from now.  Mr. Hathaway stated that the sediment basin will provide a 30 acre grassy plateau ideal for grazing sheep.  Overall, the maintenance will be minimal.  The biggest issue will be to ensure that trees do not grow on that area as the roots can rip through the plastic covering.  
At 8:37 pm, John Bacon excused himself from the meeting.
Elder and Low Income Housing Discussion, 8:45 pm

Mark McMahon and Dale Gephart stopped by to follow-up to last week’s meeting and talk in more detail about the following issues that need to be addressed while proceeding with efforts to provide Senior and Affordable Housing at the East Thetford Depot site:

· How will town define affordability

· Funding

· Received a grant to do assessment
· Planning grant available in July

· How to appropriate future growth opportunities on a temporary basis

· Developer investments

· State funding 

· Lease

Mr. McMahon will pull together a few ideas and come back to the Selectboard with options on how appropriate property temporarily.

Petition to Address Grave Maintenance, 9:34 pm

Tig Tillinghast provided the Selectboard with a petition from Mr. Deffner’s seventh grade class regarding the gravestones in the Cemetery on Tucker Hill Road.  Within the petition, the class provided grant funding information that would help the town maintain the cemetery and gravestones.  It was discussed and agreed that Tillinghast will respond to each student who signed the petition with a follow up letter.  
Old Business, 9:39pm

· Recreation Advisory Council received three letters of intent to date.  Cathee Clement will follow up with additional potential members and update the Selectboard at next week’s meeting.
· Cathee Clement suggested adding the Liaison policy to next week’s agenda.
· Cathee Clement had a meeting with Scott and Ann O’Hearn, Managers of Treasure Island yesterday.  Clement will provide the Selectboard with a report topics and discussions of that meeting.  Clement also brought back pictures of the mold issue the town has contracted work for.  It seems the issue is bigger than anticipated.  Tig Tillinghast will call Al Stone and request an assessment on the home.  
· Tig Tillinghast received a letter from the State Inspector approving the specifications and criteria submitted to the state to move forward with the generator purchase for the town’s emergency shelter.  
· Tig Tillinghast received an email from Lori Howard requesting to separate the Zoning bylaws from the Historical Preservation bylaws.  Tillinghast will let Wayne Parks know that the Selectboard reviewed and approved.
Other Business, 10:00 pm
· Request for use of Thetford Center Common:  The United Church requested the use of the Thetford Center common for a strawberry social on June 23, 2009.
· Decide on July 4 open status for Recycling Center:  Mike Brown will follow-up with Recycling Committee.

· The Beavers are back on Godfrey Road and have clogged the culvert again.  Mike Brown will follow up with Doug Stone to find a long term solution for the culvert.

· Cathee Clement mentioned signs posted down by Union Village on Academy road regarding the condition of the road.  Clement suggested the Road Commission send letters to residents regarding anticipated paving dates.

· CVPS contacted the Selectboard regarding replacement of electrical poles on Academy Road.  This would require removal of trees.  The Selectboard denied their request as Academy Road is considered a scenic by-way and will suggest that CVPS trim tress as necessary. 
· The Selectboard reviewed and signed a driveway permit for Martha and Roger Daum. Cathee Daum Clement abstained from signing it.
At 10:19 pm, Cathee Clement made a motion to adjourn. The vote passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Cheryl Ulz, Recording Clerk, Thetford Selectboard
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