THETFORD SELECTBOARD MINUTES

June 23, 2008

Present: John Bacon (8:12), Mike Brown, Tig Tillinghast, Andrew Toler

Absent: Suzanne Masland

Guests: Liora Alschuler (7:45-9:06), Stuart Blood (7:30-9:06), Tim Briglin (7:00-7:20), Mariah Capurso (7:48-9:06), Dennis Donahue (7:18-9:06), Don Fifield (7:32-9:06), Paul Gerke (7:00-9:06), Lori Howard (7:40-9:06), Rick Howard (7:40-9:06), Jim Masland (7:12-9:06), Kevin O’Hara (7:48—9:06), Steve Page (7:15-7:20). Wayne Parks (7:40-9:06, Li Shen (7:30-9:06), Bob Walker (7:00-7:20), Scot Zens (7:00-7:20)

Agenda:



Public Comment

Minutes

Warrants 

Emergency Management – Don Fifield

Hearings on draft Flood and Telecommunications Bylaws

Unfinished Business

Information & Updates

Adjourn

Mike Brown called the meeting to order at 7:03.

At 7:03, Motion by Mike Brown to accept the warrants of 6/16/08. Seconded by Tig Tillinghast. The vote passed unanimously. (At the 6/16 meeting the vote was accidentally overlooked by the Selectboard.)

7.3: $175.69

18.2: $15,784.37

23.1: $216,651.49

At 7:05, Bob Walker, Energy Committee Chair, came forward to request that the Selectboard designate him, if they feel it is appropriate, to represent the Selectboard regarding energy considerations, at the Act 250 hearing tomorrow regarding the Thetford Academy Building Project. He submitted a memo sent to the Selectboard regarding this request. Walker reported that the Energy Committee is satisfied with the energy standards met by the engineering designs, but has one concern regarding fuel projections. He explained that the Academy used Department of Energy projections, but those projections are low in regard to actual increases this year. The Thetford Energy Committee has recommended that the Academy run other numbers for fuel price increases, for adding more foam, and for a wood chip boiler. Scott Zens noted that a wood chip boiler costs $1.5 million, and to put it now rather than later would save about $200,000. Tim Briglin commented that the Academy is considering both energy and cost efficiency, and he explained that the wood chip boiler has a 20/25 year payback. 

Mike Brown suggested that they follow Suzanne Masland’s recommendation that the Selectboard have a representative at the Act 250 Hearing, and that person can ask an Energy Committee member to speak. Andrew Toler will attend the meeting, and others Selectboard members might also attend. 

At 7:25, Motion by John Bacon to accept the warrant of 6/23/08. Seconded by Andrew Toler. The vote passed unanimously. 

19.2: $2,221.92

12.4: $ 13,631.38

24.1: $70,063.91

8.3: $27,005.34

At 7:30, motion by John Bacon to accept the amended minutes of June 16, 2008. Tig Tillinghast seconded. The vote passed unanimously.

At 7:30, Mike Brown updated the Selectboard regarding hiring an attorney for an opinion on Garey Road possible road improvements. He contacted Brian Monaghan, who worked for the Vermont League of Cities and Towns for many years, and now is an attorney in Burlington. He has municipal experience, and has no dealings with any of the parties in the Garey Road case. Selectboard members will email questions for the attorney to Mike Brown, who will send information and questions to the attorney this week.

At 7:40, Fire Chief Don Fifield came to report on the Emergency Management plan. He said the group working on the plan is small, and needs to recruit more members. He plans to have some information to hand out at the Labor Day parade and barbeque. Fifield reported he is planning tabletop exercises for Fall, and recommends that Selectboard members complete the NIMS courses #100, and #700 in preparation by September. 

At 8:00, motion by Mike Brown to recess the Selectboard Meeting and commence the hearing on the April 27, 2008 draft Flood Hazard Area Zoning Bylaw, as presented by the Planning Commission. Andrew Toler seconded. The vote passed unanimously. At 8:57 motion by Mike Brown to end the hearing. Seconded by Tig Tillinghast. Passed unanimously. At 8:58, motion by Mike Brown to commence the hearing on the draft Telecommunications Zoning Bylaw as presented by the Planning Commission. Andrew Toler seconded. The vote passed unanimously. At 9:06, motion by mike Brown to end the hearing. Seconded by Tig Tillinghast. Passed unanimously.

At 9:07 the Selectboard meeting reconvened.

The Selectboard briefly discussed and listed their goals for the year as follows: consolidation of recreation departments, single year appropriations standards, improving budget process, organizing ordinances and policies.

John Bacon made a motion at 9:55 to adjourn, seconded by Tig Tillinghast. Passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Ann Fenton

Recording Clerk, Thetford Selectboard
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