
Thetford Selectboard Meeting Minutes
Monday, June 22, 2009
Present:  Tig Tillinghast, Mike Brown, Cathee Daum Clement, and Andrew Toler
Absent:  John Bacon
Guests:  Tracy Borst, Town Clerk (7:11 pm), Mark McMahon from the Senior & Affordable Housing Committee (7:24 pm), Stuart Blood and Jim Masland (7:51 pm), Hilary Linehan, Recreation Coordinator (8:10 pm)
Agenda:
Call to Order

Public Comment

Minutes

Warrants

ANR Pre-Hearing Plan
Recreation Update
Old Business
· Liaison Guidelines Discussion

· Committee Handbook Discussion

· EPA Road Wear Mitigation

· Grave Repair Project Status
Other Business, 
· State ATV Rules Discussion
Adjourn

Call to Order, 7:06 pm

Tig Tillinghast called meeting to order at 7:06 pm.

Public Comment 
At 7:11 pm, Tracy Borst, Town Clerk, stopped by to discuss the recent recording fee increase (implemented by the State).  Recording fee’s have increased $2.00 per page.  Mrs. Borst suggested to the Selectboard that this additional income be placed in the computerization fund (for digitizing and scanning land records).  Tig Tillinghast will discuss with Jill Graff, the Town Treasurer to see if this option is feasible.
At 7:24 pm, Mark McMahon, from the Senior & Affordable Housing Committee, stopped in to talk to the Selectboard about an opportunity to lease property adjacent to the depot location for low income housing.  Cathee Clement suggested that the facilities liaisons accompany Mr. McMahon to speak with the owners of the property in more detail about this possibility.  Mr. McMahon will make the necessary arrangements and contact Tig Tillinghast with the meeting details.
Minutes, 7:33 pm

The Selectboard reviewed/revised draft meeting minutes for the June 8, 2009 meeting.  Cathee Clement made a motion to accept the June 8 minutes as revised.  Andrew Toler seconded the motion.  All members approved.
Warrants, 7:41 pm
Andrew Toler made a motion to accept the following warrants.  Cathee Clement seconded.  All members approved.
#12.4  $14,027.60

#21.1  $ 4,125.42

ANR Pre-Hearing Plan, 7:51 pm
At 7:51 pm, Stuart Blood and Jim Masland stopped to discuss the ANR pre-hearing plan with the Selectboard. 
The Selectboard received a Notice of Pre-Hearing Conference in the petition to revoke the Wastwater System and Potable Water Supply Permit issued to the Anne Rose Revocable Trust on August 9, 2007.  The Pre-Hearing Conference on this matter will be held on Tuesday, June 30, 2009 at 10:00 am in Waterbury, VT.  Mike Brown will represent the Selectboard at this conference.  In preparation for this conference, the Selectboard reviewed their arguments for this case and will contact Brian Monaghan, the Town Attorney for additional advice.   

Recreation Update, 8:10 pm

Hilary Linehan, Recreation Coordinator, stopped in with a general recreation update.

· Tig Tillinghast questioned the purchase of sod for the Post Mills baseball field.  Hilary Linehan mentioned that the cost was for sod for the infield only.  Many attempts have been made to grow grass using grass seed, but due to the high content of sand, it has not worked.  The cost for the sod placement was budgeted for and the sod should not need to be replaced for about five years.
· Summer camp registration is going well, Ms. Linehan requested permission to hire another counselor if necessary (at least 14 years old, pay is minimum wage).  The camp should have one counselor for every six children.  This also includes a parent volunteer.  The Selectboard approved the additional counselor. 
· Due to a lack of enrollment, the camping workshop (scheduled for June 20th) was cancelled.  Feedback from residents suggested that this workshop may work in the fall. 

· Soccer camp started today.  The numbers were low.  Feedback from residents suggested it was too close to the end of the school year. Maybe next year, waiting a few weeks after the last day of school would help enrollment.

· Ms. Linehan would like to look into buying sandwich board for program announcements.  Cathee Clement suggested looking for a sign grant that would help incur the cost of buying nice sign boards for surrounding villages.  This would create a consistent message around the community.  Clement will talk to Tracy Borst about grant opportunities.

· Six families have signed up for the summit hike.  This is enough enrollment to move forward with the program.

· Thetford Quests are going well.

· Ms. Linehan reminded everyone about the summer pick-up leagues (6-8 pm):

· Softball – Thursdays @TES

· Soccer – Fridays @ TES

· Volleyball – Mondays @ Treasure Island

· Yard games – Saturdays on the Common  
· Ms. Linehan requested an additional shed for the sports equipment at TES.  Tig Tillinghast suggested holding off on the additional shed as the school may be looking to update the shed and location within the next year.
· Ms. Linehan mentioned that discounted Great Escape tickets are available for purchase at the Town Clerks office again this year.  Cost for tickets is $27.00/per person.
Old Business
The board discussed a vacancy on the Energy Committee; this topic will be moved to next week’s agenda.  Also discussed briefly were:

· Route 244 speed enforcement issues and the possibility of having Jim Lanctot write a letter to VTrans encouraging them to reduce the posted speed limit.
· Liaison Guidelines Discussion:  Cathee Clement handed out the most current draft copy of the Liaison Guidelines.  Selectboard members will review for the next meeting on June 29, 2009.

· Andrew Toler mentioned that he will be absent for the June 29 meeting.

· Town Historian update:  Cathee Clement mentioned that she received a letter from Martha Howard suggesting that the Historical Society be appointed to the Town Historian position since they currently perform a majority of the Historians responsibilities.  Mike Brown suggested eliminating this position.  Clement will follow up with the Historical Society and report back to the Selectboard.
· Treasure Island pay rates were discussed in more detail.  Any returning summer employee should be brought up to the new 2009 first year pay rate as outlined last week.   If 2008 pay rate is higher than the 2009 first year pay rate, the returning employee will receive the 2008 pay rate plus 2.8% increase.
· Cathee Clement made a motion that Lelia Mellen be appointed to the recreation counsel as a community member for a three year term.  Mike Brown seconded the motion.  All members approved.

· Grave Repair Project Status:  Mr. Hyde is coming tomorrow to look at the gravestones in the Cemetery on Tucker Hill Road.
· EPA Road Wear Mitigation:  The Selectboard will be talking to Ed Hathaway regarding a possible maintenance agreement on Route 132 during the EPA project.  The maintenance agreement would contribute to filling pot holes until the EPA project is complete and paving can be done in 2011.
· Committee Handbook Discussion:  Tig Tillinghast handed out a draft copy of the Town of Thetford Committee Handbook which provides a one paragraph overview of town policies (with complete policies attached).  Board members should review to see if interpretation is okay and complete.  The Selectboard will review for comments next week.

Other Business
· Andrew Toler mentioned a vacancy on the Planning Commission as Mike Hernandez resigned.  Toler also provided the board with an update to last week’s Planning Commission meeting.  Tig Tillinghast will follow up with Wayne Parks regarding advertising for the vacancy on the List Serve, newsletter, and flyers in the villages.
· Mike Brown mentioned that Frank Bonnett (Recycling Committee) was contacted by SEVCA about placing a clothing container at the recycling center. Due to the limited hours of operation at the recycling center, the Selectboard decided that the recycling center is not the appropriate place for the container.  Mr. Brown will contact SEVCA.

· Tig Tillinghast mentioned a request from the Orange County Sugar Makers to use the Town Hall for their meeting in October.
· State ATV Rules Discussion:  Tig Tillinghast suggested that the town send a letter to ANR regarding the states discussion on whether Vermont should open state-owned lands for all-terrain vehicle use.  Cathee Clement suggested that the Conservation Commission draft the letter with arguments against ATV use on State owned land.  Andrew Toler will follow-up with the Conservation Committee asking them to draft the letter and forward to the Selectboard for co-signature.
· The Conservation Committee contacted Tig Tillinghast with a request that beaver fencing be included in the new culvert on Godfrey Road.  The Selectboard agreed that the new culvert should include beaver fencing and will discuss this project in more detail with Doug Stone, Road Foreman.
 At 10:02 pm, Mike Brown made a motion to adjourn.  The vote passed unanimously.
Respectfully submitted,
Cheryl Ulz, Recording Clerk, Thetford Selectboard
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