
Thetford Selectboard Meeting Minutes
Monday, June 15, 2009
Present:  Tig Tillinghast, Mike Brown, Cathee Daum Clement, and Andrew Toler
Absent:  John Bacon
Guests:  Donna Walker, PAS Community Garden, Lori Harrin, Andy Rowles (7:07 pm), Jim Masland (7:30 pm), Bob Walker, Energy Committee (7:35 pm)
Agenda:
Call to Order

Public Comment

Minutes

Warrants

School Board Liaison Discussion
Doug on Picknell Road, General Update
Jim and Sharon on Dogs
Passing of Liaison Policy
Old Business
Other Business, 
· “30-year planning” discussion plan
· Alcoholic beverage request
· Discussion group calendar application
Adjourn

Call to Order, 7:07 pm

Tig Tillinghast called meeting to order at 7:07 pm.

Public Comment 
At 7:07 pm Donna Walker stopped by on behalf of the Pompanoosuc Agricultural Society (PAS) to talk to the Selectboard about a starting a community and educational garden on the Thetford Common in Thetford Center.  The goal would be to teach community members how to garden as well as provide a location to grow healthy organic food for themselves and the local food pantries.  Not only would the project enhance the beauty of the Common, but would provide a central location for residents to come together.  Andrew Toler questioned the initial request for 4,500 square feet suggesting that the first year plot be smaller and increase the size as usage is determined.  Ms. Walker stated that she initially wanted to bring this topic to the Selectboard for their input and approval and would be happy to renegotiate plot size and location.  Cathee Clement suggested that PAS come back to the Selectboard with a drawing outlining location and plot size dimensions which will provide the board with a better visual understanding of their request.  Ms. Walker confirmed this idea stating it would also provide an opportunity to for PAS to query the community on their interest in participating in this project, which will help to provide more information for the plot size request.   Ms. Walker mentioned having some type of removable shed to store garden tools. Mike Brown mentioned there may be a land use prohibition on creating a structure.  Andrew suggested PAS look into creating a box for the tools which is attached to the fence.  Ms. Walker mentioned that PAS will be meeting next Tuesday, June 23rd at 7 pm at the community center if the Selectboard would like to discuss in more detail or have questions answered.  Workshops will be happening on soon at Rice’s Mills.
At 7:30 pm Jim Masland stopped in to talk to the Selectboard about his arguments in a letter to the Selectboard regarding the ANR petition.
At 7:35, Bob Walker of the Thetford Energy Committee stopped by to update the Selectboard on the weatherization project for the Thetford Center Community Center.  SERG received a $12,000 Community Climate Change Grant from the State of Vermont.  Fred Satink, from the Vermont League of Cities and Towns (VLTC) suggested the need for Waiver of Liability and Hold Harmless agreements be signed between the town and the volunteers, SERG and TCCC as needed.  Mr. Walker provided the Selectboard with templates of waivers of liability.  Tig Tillinghast mentioned that the town has property insurance through the Property Casualty Intermunicipal Fund, but suggested Mr. Walker provide the board with copies of the liability forms updating them with the town’s name and project title.  The first volunteer meeting is July 11th.  Mr. Walker will contact Andrew Toler and Tillinghast once the forms are updated and they will follow up with Mr. Satink, VLTC and to ensure the town is covered properly before the project is started.

Mr. Walker mentioned that Energy Committee member Jane DaSilva resigned, so the committee is down one member. Mr. Walker also mentioned the use of the Church for the Energy Committee meetings.  Due to large attendance (80-90 people) as well as food at the events, the committee found the Church more accommodating than the Town Hall.  And since the Church is a co-sponsor to the Energy Committee it provides them with a 15% discount on the facility rental fee.  When the Energy Committee collected donations, they were able to offset the cost for rental fees.  Mr. Walker asked the Selectboard for advice on collecting admissions.  Cathee Clement informed Mr. Walker that donations can be made if the appropriate forms are completed and returned to the Town Treasurer with 48 hours of collection.   Mr. Walker will contact Jill Graff for the appropriate forms.
Tig Tillinghast mentioned that a local vendor approached the town with a proposition to change the oil in the police cruisers for free if their business logo was placed on the back of the cruisers for advertizing.  The Selectboard agreed that it was a generous offer, but declined the offer.  

Doug on Picknell Road, General Update, 8:00 pm

Doug Stone stopped in with a general update on the road crew and maintenance.

· Road grater is broken again and is in the shop.  Will get new tires at that time as well.
· Beaver fence was removed on Godfrey road culvert because it was packed with mud and was flooding the road. This culvert will be replaced with a box culvert which will be buried and will prevent beavers from damming it up.
· Discussed potential Road Grants for Godfrey Road, Academy Road and Route 132.
· When will final decisions be made on what projects will get done with road grants.  Cathee Clement suggested communicating to the town when projects are scheduled and timelines for completion.
· Route 132 paving – may want to consider holding off on paving project for 132 until EPA project is completed in the summer of 2011.  The Selectboard will contact the EPA to see if additional road maintenance funding may be possible for road maintenance after completion of their project.

· Generator Bid accepted with variables – town can do the excavating and save us some money.  Would the road crew have time to help us or should we have the generator company complete the work?  It was decided to have the vendor complete the excavating and all other work involving the generator installation. 
· Discussion on the Picknell Road letter to the Selectboard regarding adhering to the 4 road policy (taking responsibility for maintenance of the draining (culverts and ditching).  
Warrants, 9:50 pm
At 950, Mike Brown moved to accept the warrants.  Cathee Clement seconded and the vote passed unanimously.
Old Business
The board discussed the need to have the upcoming discussion with the police chief and animal control officer, probably at the 6-29-09 meeting.  Also discussed briefly were Route 244 speed enforcement issues, Treasure Island pay rates, and the increasingly urgent need for work to start on the Town’s next 5 year town plan document.  We have 32 months before our current one expires.

Other Business
The board briefly discussed the “30-year planning” discussion it had with several other town committees a few weeks ago.  It was resolved to meet with some remaining committees, such as the Conservation Commission prior to determining what sort of ongoing schedule or structure might be most appropriate for continuing these discussions.

At 10:10 pm, Mike Brown made a motion to adjourn.  The vote passed unanimously.
Respectfully submitted,

Cheryl Ulz, Recording Clerk, Thetford Selectboard
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