 Thetford Selectboard Meeting Minutes – Final – 

May 3, 2010
Present:  Tig Tillinghast, Cathee Clement, John Bacon, Donn Downey, and Mike Pomeroy

Guests:  Doug Stone, Road Foreman, and Thetford Residents:  Jennifer Loros, Jay Dunlap, Eric Brooks, Joe Tofel, Amy McElroy, Sam Van Dam, Jane Francisco, and John Benjamin (7:30 pm); 
Agenda

Call to Order

Scheduled Hearing on Road Issues

Break

Scheduled Hearing on CVPS Academy Road Pole Proposal

Academy Road Pole Proposal Decision*

Public Comment 
Minutes & Warrants
Old Business
Other Business
Adjourn

*Possible deliberative or executive session anticipated
Call to Order, 6:01 pm

Tig Tillinghast called the meeting to order at 6:01 pm.  
Scheduled Hearing on Road Issues, 6:02 pm

Tig Tillinghast explained that the Selectboard was trying to get feedback on local road issues relating to the Ancient Road Committee’s research.  The committee found several roads that they suspected were no longer used or maintained that remained on the road map.
The Board was looking in particular for feedback regarding four road segments:


- Richard Moody Road


- Old Lead Mine Road


- A segment of Ely Road


- A road that once ran up parallel to Fulton Brook from Rt 132

Richard Moody Road is currently designated a Class Four road, and local residents indicated that they wished it to remain so.  The chair made copies of three emails from local residents to the Selectboard showing the desire to keep that road on the map.

Old Lead Mine Road appears to have been made obsolete by the placement of Route 91 since that road was established.  Mr. Palmer, a local landowner, indicated from the audience that there seemed to be no particular reason to leave that road on the map.

Byron and Scooter Hathorn commented that the Ely Road segment that was found on some older maps is now a field, and that there would be no useful purpose served in continuing to mark its status as Class Four.

Rob Manby, an attorney working for a landowner near the Fulton Brook, noted that it is likely that the road in question was indeed “thrown up” by the town some decades ago.  This was satisfactory with his client.  Tig Tillinghast noted that he received a phone call from Shep Butler, the other person whose land the road wends through.  Mr. Butler also indicated that it was probably best to leave that road off the road map. 
Minutes, 7:03 pm

The Selectboard reviewed/revised draft meeting minutes for the April 26, 2010 meeting.  Donn Downey made a motion to accept the April 26, 2010 meeting minutes as revised.  Mike Pomeroy seconded.  All members approved. 

Old Business, 7:17 pm

Recreation Plan:  Cathee Clement mentioned that she is meeting with  Hilary Linehan and the Recreation Advisory Counsel to solicited their help with the recreation plan.

Post Mills Nature Area:  Donn Downey asked the Conservation Commission for their recommendation allowing the Post Mills Nature area to be leased to Jay Clark for farming.

Police Consultant:  Cathee Clement asked if the Police consultant is scheduled to attend the Selectboard meeting on May 10th and if Police Chief, Jim Lanctot is available to attend.  Tig Tillinghast will follow up with both the consultant and Chief Lanctot to see if they will be available. 

Animal Ordinance:  Tig Tillinghast is still waiting for feedback from Police Chief, Jim Lanctot.  Tig Tillinghast will follow-up with Chief Lanctot.

Warrants, 7:26pm

Cathee Clement made a motion to accept the following warrants.  Tig Tillinghast seconded.  All members approved.

#14.2 $1,602.70

#7.3 $360.00

#17.1  $25,061.35

Scheduled Hearing on CVPS Academy Road Pole Proposal 7: 30 pm

Tig Tillinghast welcomed everyone and reviewed the proposal CVPS brought to the town on the new placement of poles on Academy Road. Tig Tillinghast stated that CVPS has come to the Selectboard several times over the past four years asking to move the poles to the roadside as it will make it easier to maintain the poles and have a negative affect on the scenery.  The CVPS proposed road design layout was displayed for review and reference during this meeting.  Tig Tillinghast stated that before the Selectboard make a recommendation to CVPS they would like to solicit feedback from the community and residents on Academy Road.  Mike Pomeroy described the two types of poles to be used. Tig Tillinghast opened the meeting for comment.  The following was discussed:

· Having walked the road everyday over the past 20 years, it would be sad to lose the canopy affect by bringing poles down to the roadway. 

· Would like to keep the roadway/poles where they are to keep it a scenic byway.

· Concern of clearing trees along the side of the roadway which will change the look of the road.

· Clearing trees will provide the opportunity for invasive species to take over, will CVPS maintain?
· CVPS abandoning right of way 
· Right of way easement, deeded right of way

· Possible compromise:

·  look separately at specific areas of the road

·  put together a group of people to create a proposal to bring back to CVPS

Academy Road Pole Decision*, 8:35 pm
Tig Tillinghast made a motion to go into executive session to discuss the CVPS Academy Road Pole proposal. Mike Pomeroy seconded.  All members approved.

At 8:54 pm, Donn Downey made a motion to come out of executive session.  John Bacon seconded.  All members approved.  The Selectboard decided to create an ad hoc task force to provide the Selectboard with a recommended proposal to CVPS.

Old Business, 8:55 pm
Cathee Clement thanked Donn Downey for his great support in Tig Tillinghast’s absence last week.  
Special Meeting on Godfrey Road Culvert/Beavers:  Selectboard members discussed agenda for the special meeting, Tuesday, May 4th at the Community Building regarding the Godfrey Road Culvert and beaver issue.
Tig Tillinghast will moderate the meeting.

At 9:52 pm, John Bacon made a motion to adjourn.  All members approved.

Respectfully Submitted,

Cheryl Ulz, Selectboard Recording Clerk
PAGE  
1

