THETFORD SELECTBOARD MINUTES

April 21, 2008

Present: John Bacon, Mike Brown, Suzanne Masland, Tig Tillinghast, Andrew Toler

Guests: Tracy Borst (8:30-9:30), Charlie Buttrey (8:12-9:30), Jim Cloud (7:00-8:30), Steve Crimmia (7:00-8:30), Jill Graff (8:30-9:00), Leslie Graham (7:00-8:30), Lili Graham (7:00-8:30), Dana and Dan Grossman (7:00-8:30), Bill Huff (7:00-9:30), Deb and Jack Jones (7:00-8:30), Jim Lanctot (7:05-7:30), Hilary Linehan (7:36-7:53), Steve Page (8:40-9:45), James Thaxton (7:00-8:30), Lucy Young (7:00-8:30), Michael Scot Zens (8:40-9:30)

Agenda:



Public Comment

Minutes

Warrants 

Report of Recreation Coordinator – Hilary Linehan

Report of Selectboard Responsibilities and Process Necessary Regarding Possible Garey

Road Changes – Tig Tillinghast

Review of Earned Leave Time Policy

Continued Discussion of Drafts of Town Common Use Policy and Updated Dog 

Ordinance

Unfinished Business

a. Continued Discussion Regarding SB Action Regarding Use of Australian Ballot for Approval of Zoning Bylaws

Information & Updates

Adjourn

Mike Brown called the meeting to order at 7:04.

At 7:05, Police Chief, Jim Lanctot came forward to report that he is researching purchase options to replace the Ford Crown Victoria, which may need an expensive repair. He will follow up with Mike Brown. Chief Lanctot reported that he will be getting a price this week for a new door for the department office, as discussed in his last report to the Selectboard. Lanctot reported that he has received an identification number for the Animal Control Officer to issue tickets, and he will train her how to do it.

At 7:30, Motion by Andrew Toler to accept the amended minutes of April 14, 2008. John Bacon seconded. The vote passed, with four in favor, and one abstention.

Motion by John Bacon to accept the warrants, seconded by Andrew Toler. Unanimously approved at 7:35.

12.2: $24,123.17

15.1: $304.00

At 7:36, Recreation Coordinator, Hilary Linehan came forward to give a department update. She is working on baseball, softball, and karate. She noted that there is a Thetford vs. Thetford baseball game this coming Monday, 5:30 p.m. at the Post Mills field, with the two minor league teams playing each other. Linehan also reported that she has organized the equipment shed. She noted that she is researching donated materials or a donated shed; to have a second shed, or larger shed, in the same location.

Linehan reported that she has put the field schedule on the on-line Google calendar, as well as the VINS registration form. Linehan reported that she is working on story walks, and she requested to have one on the Town Common. Linehan and the Selectboard discussed mowing bids.

Linehan left at 7:53.

At 7:55, Mike Brown reported that the Recycling Center annual permit review by the Development Review Board is May 13, 7:15 p.m.

At 8:00, Tig Tillinghast presented his Memo to Selectboard on Procedures for Certain Road Decisions 4-17-2008. The Selectboard, and eleven visitors, residents of Garey Road and Apple Tree Road, discussed the possible changes to Garey Road.

Dan Grossman commented that subdivision regulations are ‘black and white’.

Deb Jones asked why the question of safety on the road is only an issue regarding the subdivision, but not an issue of concern regardless of the subdivision. Tig Tillinghast responded that the current standard may be acceptable for the current residents; but when changes happen, there is higher scrutiny. 

Jim Cloud commented that with more houses, particularly if they are built close together; if there is a fire, more tanks of water and trucks would be needed.

Lucy Young commented that Garey Road is a neighborhood road, and though the road is narrow, messy, and bumpy; it works safely because there are few people using it, and cars are able to move out of the way for other travelers. She said that if the population doubles, it would not be the same; and if the road is changed, it changes the quiet, rural nature of the neighborhood, which she and neighbors like.

Following discussion about the process, motion by Tig Tillinghast to send the Memo to Selectboard on Procedures for Certain Road Decisions 4-17-2008 to the Town Attorney. Andrew Toler seconded. The vote passed unanimously at 8:30. 

Possible Garey Road changes will be left on the agenda under unfinished business. 

At 8:30, the Selectboard reviewed the Earned Leave Time Policy. They discussed the distinction between elected officials and their personal assistants, in contrast to employees hired by the Town. Suzanne Masland commented that before changing any part of the Personnel Policy, the whole policy should be looked at. The Selectboard agreed that parts of the policy need clarification. Mike Brown will work on the policy revision.

At 9:04, the Selectboard continued the discussion of the Draft Policy for Use of the Thetford Town Common. It was noted that Andrew Toler distributed his draft by email to the Selectboard, and posted it to the List serve. Toler distributed at the meeting, copies of Charles Hughes’ Warranty Deed, Relating to Village Green or Common, dated May 26, 1998; and Hughes’ two letters to the Town, dated September, and October 1997, which describe his intent for his land donation. 

In discussion of Charles Hughes’ letters and deed, it was suggested that the purpose of the Common be stated in the preamble of the Use of Thetford Town Common Policy.

In further discussion of the policy, Suzanne Masland raised the question of why the Thetford Hill Common Policy should be more restrictive than the Thetford Center Common Policy.

Bill Huff commented that religious and political content should not be allowed on public property, because it may offend individuals. Charlie Buttrey responded that free speech does allow for speech that may offend some people. Michael Scot Zens commented that it is productive to have a space in town where there can be public discourse.

The Selectboard will continue to work on the draft Policy for Use of the Thetford Town Common, and Charlie Buttrey offered to send some input.

At 9:30, the Selectboard tabled continued discussion of the Updated Dog Ordinance.

In unfinished business, the Selectboard tabled continued discussion regarding Selectboard action regarding use of Australian Ballot for approval of Zoning Bylaws. Andrew Toler distributed his Memo to the Thetford Selectboard and Townspeople, Regarding Vermont Statute Research for Town Meeting Article 20, dated April 21, 2008. The Selectboard will review. Following a brief discussion of how to proceed, motion by Mike Brown to schedule a Special Selectboard meeting for the purpose of having Kevin Geiger from Two Rivers Ottauquechee Regional Commission, give a presentation of town plan and zoning bylaws voting process. Seconded by John Bacon. The vote passed unanimously at 9:30. 

At 9:35, Andrew Toler distributed his draft letter from the Selectboard to the VT Agency of Transportation, regarding speed limits on certain stretches of State Highways 113 and 244, dated April 28, 2008. The Selectboard tabled discussion, and will review the materials for next meeting.

Mike Brown and Suzanne Masland each noted that they would not be able to attend the Selectboard meeting, May 12.

At 9:40, Steve Page came forward to submit a drawing for the temporary driveway permit for the Thetford Academy building project; and noted that he also gave a copy to Doug Stone today, and is interested in his input. Steve Page will submit a new driveway permit application.

John Bacon made a motion at 9:45 to adjourn, seconded by Tig Tillinghast. Passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Ann Fenton

Recording Clerk, Thetford Selectboard
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