Thetford Selectboard Meeting Minutes – Final – 

April 19, 2010

Present:  Tig Tillinghast, Cathee Clement, John Bacon, Donn Downey, and Mike Pomeroy

Guests:  Jill Graff, Town Treasurer (7:06 pm); William Jakubowski, CVPS Coordinator Capital Construction and Right of Way and Steve Whalen, CVPS Operations Supervisor (7:16 pm)
Agenda

Call to Order

Public Comment 
Minutes & Warrants
CVPS presentation on Academy Road
Road Issues to Tackle in Spring
Recycling Center Staffing
Recreation and Police Selectboard Schedule

Old Business
· Animal Ordinance Review
· eVermont Grant Changes
· Reappointments
Other Business
Adjourn

Call to Order, 7:04 pm

Tig Tillinghast called the meeting to order at 7:04 pm.  
Warrants7:06 pm

Jill Graff, Town Treasurer, joined the Selectboard to provide background information on the loan anticipation notes (through Merchants Bank) which needed to be signed.  The first note, for $1,145,546.00, is the full amount the town can borrow (at 1.9% interest) for tax anticipation for this next fiscal year.  The second note, for $500,000, is coordinated with Thetford Academy in anticipation of advanced tuition.  The note for Thetford Academy typically paid off by the Academy, by October 15.

CVPS presentation on Academy Road, 7:16 pm

William Jakubowski, CVPS Coordinator Capital Construction and Right of Way and Steve Whalen, CVPS Operations Supervisor stopped by to discuss/review the proposed project plan to move electrical poles to the roadside on Academy Road and ask for the towns approval to move forward.  Easements have been received from affected residents and can be provided to the town if requested.  Proposed construction would start at the intersection of Route 113 and Academy Road down to the Union Village Dam.  The purpose for the project is to replace many of the poles that were initially put in place in the 1950’s and to discuss moving the poles currently located within the State Forest, down to the roadway.  CVPS and the Selectboard talked about options for maintaining the scenic by-way on Academy Road which included:

· the types of poles that can be used (diamond type spacer poles versus T-type poles)
· road side placement of the poles (to maintain the scenic by-way)
· possible option of burying the lines on the town green
The Selectboard asked for time to bring the project before the residents, specifically those residents residing along Academy Road.  This will provide the town an opportunity to provide feedback to the Selectboard regarding this project. Tig Tillinghast will add this topic to next week’s agenda and will get back to CVPS with the towns project proposal.  In the meantime, Mr. Jakubowski will talk to Fairpoint Communications regarding burying the lines under the green.
At 8:18 pm, Al Stone, Health Officer, stopped by to request permission to attend a Town Health Officers Workshop sponsored by VLTC.  The Selectboard stated that this training was part of his approved budget and did not need to seek approval.
Warrants, continued 8:26 pm

John Bacon made a motion to accept the following warrants.  Mike Pomeroy seconded.  All members approved.

#15.1 $202,208.54

#12.2 $4,431.89

CC-2010-9   $534.32

CC-2010-8   $147,83

Road Issues to Tackle in Spring, 8:30 pm

Tig Tillinghast reviewed a letter mailed to neighboring residents (residing on or near the listed corridors) regarding roads that are not located on current town maps nor have they been discontinued.  Residents are invited to attend hearing on May 3, 2010 at 6pm to comment on the following unidentified corridors:

· Fulton Valley

· Richard Moody Road (Off Colby Road)

· Post Mills Landfill area to Lake Fairlee

· Old Mine Road (Arthur and Arlene Palmers Land in North Thetford)

· Old Route 5 (Hathorns in Ely)

Minutes, 8:40 pm

The Selectboard reviewed/revised draft meeting minutes for the April 12, 2010 meeting.  Mike Pomeroy made a motion to accept the April 12, 2010 meeting minutes as revised.  Tig Tillinghast seconded.  All members approved. 

Recycling Center Staffing, 8:52 pm

Donn Downey stated that Sandra Miller had resigned as Recycling Center Coordinator. It was decided that Diana Kimball Anderson, Annie Wieder and Scott O’Hearn staff the Recycling Center until a decision is made on filling the Coordinator position.   
Regarding the Solid Waste RFP, Donn Downey reviewed the updated draft RFP with Selectboard members and upon making suggested revisions, will send out for bids.

Recreation and Police Selectboard Schedule, 9:20 pm

Tig Tillinghast reviewed the Selectboard Gantt Chart outlining the policing project.  It was agreed that a consultant will come in for a free consultation with the Selectboard. Cathee Clement reviewed/discussed the Town Recreation plan timeline. 
Old Business, 9:36 pm

Animal Ordinance Review:  Mike Pomeroy reviewed the updated draft with Selectboard members.  Mike Pomeroy made a motion to accept the draft and to solicit additional feedback from Sharon Harkay, Animal Control Officer, Jim Lanctot, Police Chief, and Tracy Borst, Town Clerk.  John Bacon seconded.  All members approved. 
eVermont Grant Changes:  Tig Tillinghast stated that the town is not likely to receive the Website grant due to the state making radical changes to grant criteria since the towns application. 
Reappointments:  Donn Downey made a motion to appoint the following town officers:

- Sharon Harkay to the Cemetery Commissioner for the remainder of the vacant term.


- Warren Shumway to the Budget Committee for the remainder of the term (vacated by Mike Pomeroy).


- Terry Longo to Town Historian for a one year term.

Tig Tillinghast seconded.  All members approved.

Other Business, 9:48 pm
Safeline, Inc. Request:  Tig Tillinghast reviewed a letter from Safeline, Inc. requesting the opportunity to display flags on the lawn of the Thetford Community Center in April, for one day, which will represent and honor survivors of sexual violence in Orange and Northern Windsor Counties.  Tig Tillinghast will contact Safeline, Inc. notifying them of the Selectboard’s approval.

Garden Water:  Mike Pomeroy mentioned the location of the water spigot for the garden was not located next to gazebo as mentioned in the project plan by the Garden committee. Tig Tillinghast will follow up. 
Donn Downey stated that the gazebo is not supported correctly and is not stable. Mike Pomeroy suggested he follow up with Kevin Brown to fix.

Big Trash Day: Tig Tillinghast reminded everyone that Big Trash day is this Saturday from 9-12 pm and would be grateful for any help Selectboard members could provide.
New Gravel Vendor:  Donn Downey will talk to Doug Stone, Road Foreman about bidding out for a new gravel vendor for the town.
Zoning Administrator Liaison Update:  Donn Downey provided Selectboard members with an update on zoning issues and followed up on a residents zoning request.
At 10:08 pm, Cheryl Ulz was dismissed from the meeting.
At 10:30 pm, John Bacon made a motion to adjourn.  All members approved.

Respectfully Submitted,

Cheryl Ulz, Selectboard Recording Clerk
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