THETFORD SELECTBOARD MINUTES

April 14, 2008

Present: John Bacon, Mike Brown, Tig Tillinghast, Andrew Toler

Guests: Tracy Borst (8:20-10:20), Ben Bradley (8:20-9:15), Charlie Butrey (8:20-9:15), Nicolette Corrao (8:20-9:15), Alexis Jetter (8:20-9:15), Deb and Jack Jones (7:00-7:30), Elisheva Landman (7:00-7:25), Bob Nichols (8:20-9:15), Scott O’Hearn (7:40-8:00), Doug Stone (8:00-8:30), Michael Scot Zens (8:20-9:15)

Agenda:



Public Comment

Minutes

Warrants 

Treasure Island

Highway Update

Policy/Ordinance Review – Dog & Town Common

Short Term Action Items – Discussion/Review

Unfinished Business

New Business

Adjourn

Mike Brown called the meeting to order at 7:04.

Mike Brown recommended that in order to proceed with a discussion and decision on the Garey Road improvement proposal, that the Selectboard needs to make a plan of steps, reviewing the information they have received; and then determine a plan of action, regarding what information they still need to gather. Tig Tillinghast volunteered to compile the list of steps, by next meeting.

Motion by John Bacon to accept the warrants, seconded by Tig Tillinghast. Unanimously approved at 7:20.

14.1: $27,270.72

11.2: $502.14

7.4: $13,316.95

At 7:20, Elisheva Landman came forward to request that the Selectboard request the State to reduce the speed limit on Route 113, coming into Post Mills, from West Fairlee; from 50 mph to 40 mph. Following discussion, Andrew Toler volunteered to draft a letter of support, for Mike Brown to sign.

At 7:25, Motion by John Bacon to accept the amended minutes of April 7, 2008. Andrew Toler seconded. The vote passed unanimously.

At 7:30, The Selectboard briefly discussed how to proceed with a discussion and decision on Warned Article 20 (“Shall the Town of Thetford be considered a rural town for the purposes of adopting zoning bylaws, amendments, or repeals by Australian ballot?), that the Town voted “yes” to on March 1st. 

The vote now authorizes the Selectboard to either retain the authority to vote on bylaws, or to give that authority over to Town vote. 

The Selectboard decided that it would be helpful to have three lists regarding the different requirements and processes of review and public hearings for bylaws: (1.) as a rural town, as now voted by Article 20, (2.) as an urban municipality, as the Town has been categorized prior to the vote  (3.) how it used to be, about five years ago, before State Statute changed bylaw vote from Australian ballot to the Selectboard. Andrew Toler offered to research the Statute, and write the three lists.

At 7:40, Scott O’Hearn, gave a Treasure Island update. He discussed pay raises for Treasure Island swim teachers and lifeguards. He will provide a list of employees’ present wage, and proposed increases.

Scott O’Hearn reported that they are considering removing the extra fee charged for tennis. He said that this was a recommendation made by the Town on the Recreation Committee’s surveys. O’Hearn explained that few people use the tennis courts, and only 10 Tennis Season passes were sold last year. He noted that although there would be no fee, tennis players would still need to sign in, get the key, and be responsible for proper use of the court. In discussion of the high maintenance requirements of the two tennis courts, which are clay, Andrew Toler suggested maintaining just one. 

O’Hearn reported on programs planned for this summer at Treasure Island: Library story times, weekly; a new library event- family potluck and stories on July 11; tennis clinic; swim lessons (sign-up May 17- Town Hall, May 21 at the Elementary School – details in the Newsletter); Clean up day- Saturday, May 10; new VINS (Vermont Institute of Natural Science) camp; continued Arts and Crafts, weekly; and possibly, evening concerts.

O’Hearn commented that they are considering opening access to human powered boats to Treasure Island, and he noted that they would still not be allowed in the swim area. John Bacon suggested the O’Hearns work on the details of that proposal, and bring it back to the Selectboard.

At 8:12, Doug Stone came forward to give a Highway Update. He reported that he applied for an extension on the grant for the Gove Hill Bridge, and requested signature. Mike Brown signed the application. 

The Selectboard and Doug Stone reviewed equipment. Stone reported that the Town Grader is being repaired, so Rowell has been working on grading, and the roads are in good shape.

At 8:20, the Selectboard discussed the Town Common Policy. Andrew Toler reported that he is working on a draft, but the discussion and writing are still in progress. Mike Brown welcomed comments from visitors who came to take part in the agenda item. He explained that the main concern of the policy is safety, not content. Andrew Toler added that another concern is consideration for neighbors.

In discussion, Charlie Butrey commented that the Selectboard is without authority to place any restrictions on content. He said there could be restrictions on reasonable time and space, as long as they are neutral, and consistent. Butrey asked the Selectboard to present the next stage of the draft to the public for review. 

Andrew Toler brought up the issue of number of signs allowable, in regard to leaving some space available for other uses; leaving enough room for people to safely walk around, away from traffic; and ensuring that the signs are removed. Michael Scot Zens recommended having a person who signs for the event, be responsible for removal of signs, and general care of the property. 

Michael Scot Zens commented that it is important for the community, including children to see demonstrations. Mike Brown noted that he is glad the request to use the Common came up so that the Selectboard can write a policy, and he is pleased at the number of people that came to discuss it.

Ben Bradley recommended that the policy state that citizens are encouraged to utilize the Town Common, and express their ideas. 

In discussion of whether signs must be attended, Charlie Butrey explained that the Selectboard cannot say, “no unattended signs”, because unattended signs are anonymous free speech, protected by the First Amendment. 

It was discussed that permission to use the Common for an event is only needed for a large event, which would be defined in the policy.

Alexis Jetter commented that the space is a common ground, and it is important.

The Selectboard and visitors also discussed use at night, the question of concerts at night, the question of competing uses, and the intent of use of the Common by the person who donated it. Tracy Borst gave a copy of the deed to the Selectboard, to consider, as they continue to draft the policy. 

It was suggested to keep the policy simple, and have a description at the top, of generally intended uses, and the request to be considerate.

At 9:15, the Selectboard discussed the draft Dog Ordinance revision. They brought up the issue of enforcement. Tracy Borst brought up the need to follow-up with non-licensed dogs, and the question of back fees.

At 9:40, Mike Brown suggested that the Selectboard make a list of short term action items. The Selectboard listed Article 20; and Earned Leave Time, clarification of how calculated, as items to be on the agenda soon.

Mike Brown reported that Kevin Geiger has a good presentation on the  bylaw adoption process, and he is willing to come to a public hearing to make a presentation. The Selectboard considered that the public hearing could start with a brief presentation, followed by public comment.

Mike Brown reported that one mowing bid has been received so far.

Following a brief discussion, Motion by Andrew Toler to allow a retirement dinner for Ronn Koeppel, Maple Leaf Children’s Center, on the Town Common on June 1, from 4:00-7:00. Tig Tillinghast seconded. The vote passed unanimously. It was noted that Maple Leaf would also be renting the Community Building.

Following a brief discussion, Motion by Mike Brown to allow a Safeline to put up flags on the Town Common on April 17, to honor sexual assault awareness month. John Bacon seconded. The vote passed unanimously.

Mike Brown reported that Green Up Day is May 3.

Mike Brown reported that Big Trash Day is April 26. John Bacon volunteered to be the Coordinator.

John Bacon made a motion at 10:30 to adjourn, seconded by Tig Tillinghast. Passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Ann Fenton

Recording Clerk, Thetford Selectboard
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