
THETFORD SELECTBOARD MINUTES

February 11, 2008

Present: John Bacon, Mike Brown, Suzanne Masland (7:10), Tig Tillinghast, Andrew Toler

Guests: Jim Lanctot (7:45-8:35), Joseph Tofel (7:00-7:04)

Agenda:



Public Comment

Minutes

Warrants

Police Update and Review of Police Budget

Review of Town Meeting

Citizen of the Year

Unfinished Business

Adjourn

Mike Brown called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m.

Mike Brown reported that before the meeting was called to order, Joseph Tofel came to talk about the Town Warning. Mike Brown will send him a list of who will address each Article, following this meeting, since it is on the agenda. (Tofel left at 7:04.)

Motion by John Bacon to accept the amended minutes of February 4, 2008. Andrew Toler seconded. The vote was four in favor; and one abstention by Suzanne Masland, who was not present at the meeting. Passed at 7:20.

Motion by Andrew Toler to accept the warrants, seconded by Suzanne Masland. Unanimously approved at 7:45.

3.2: $15.409.12

3.5: $2,733.88

2.3: $1,807.64

5.1: $1,963.15

Mike Brown reported, regarding the salt shortage, that the highway department was able to purchase 100 tons of salt from a different supplier. The Selectboard noted that this is enough for about one application. Suzanne Masland reported that the State is going to make salt available to towns, from their supply, because of the critical shortage. John Bacon will inform Doug Stone of the State salt. The Selectboard discussed that there had been complaints about Route 132 plowing. 

The Selectboard signed the Certificate stating “No Appeals or Suits Pending to the Grand List”. 

Jim Lanctot, Police Chief, came in at 7:45 to give an update of the Police Department, and review the Police budget. He distributed copies of the Thetford Police Department Law Incident Summary Report, since January 1, 2008. The Selectboard reviewed and discussed cases.

The Selectboard and Lanctot discussed the need to have more town officials authorized to write tickets for Trash and Dog Ordinance violations.

In discussion of the Police budget, Lanctot stated concern with the way the budget is presented in the Town Meeting Warning in two parts: one included in the suggested budget that would cover only the resources required to deliver the services provided in 2007; and another part as a warned item for vote at Town Meeting that would fund the addition of a third police officer. Lanctot explained that he was not able to meet the requirements the Town asked for in 2006, or 2007, with the current staffing. He noted that he also does not have time to attend meetings with other police departments, and conferences; that would be beneficial to participate in. Lanctot explained that an additional strain is that the State Police Department covers twelve towns, and they are short two officers. Suzanne Masland noted that the State Police have a hiring freeze. 

Lanctot said he is trying to inform the Town of Police Department needs, through public informational meetings. He noted that he avoids press releases of crimes, out of respect for the community, but as a result the Town may not be aware of the number of incidents and need for coverage. Lanctot gave the example of a recent weekend evening, when the State Police were all at a call in another part of the State, and there was a need for a police officer in Thetford, but none scheduled. He came in, though he was not scheduled, and had a family emergency that night. Lanctot explained that the number of calls Thetford receives is in line with the national average, and warrants a third police officer.

Lanctot left at 8:35.

The Selectboard reviewed the Town Meeting Warning, and discussed who will introduce each Article at Town Meeting.

The Selectboard discussed the Citizen of the Year award, and other awards. Suzanne Masland recommended the Citizen of the Year (to be announced at Town Meeting). Mike Brown seconded. The vote passed unanimously at 9:07.

In unfinished business, Mike Brown reported that he was involved in a conference call regarding the Rose Appeal. He said the Clerk of the Environmental Court informed him that the Selectboard must make a motion if they want him to be the contact person. Motion by John Bacon for Mike Brown to be the contact person for the Environmental Court for the Rose Case. Andrew Toler seconded. Unanimously approved at 9:08.

Brown reported that Scott O’Hearn, Caretaker of Treasure Island, received a proposal to remove an old building on the property for $4,000.00. The Selectboard discussed the proposal.

Brown announced that on the agenda for the next Selectboard Meeting, February 18, 2008, is the EC Fibernet Public Hearing (Information Session), scheduled for 7:30 p.m., with Jim Masland presenting. 

Brown distributed copies of a Memorandum from Stephen Jeffrey, Vermont League of Cities and Towns, dated January 14, 2008, regarding Municipal Support for Vermont Coalition of Municipalities’ Call for Resolution Regarding Education Finance and Property Tax Reform. Brown asked the Selectboard review the document, for discussion at the next Selectboard Meeting.

John Bacon made a motion at 9:20 to adjourn, seconded by Suzanne Masland. The motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Ann Fenton

Recording Clerk

Thetford Selectboard
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