THETFORD SELECTBOARD MINUTES

November 10, 2008

Present: John Bacon, Mike Brown, Cathee Daum Clement, Andrew Toler 

Guests: Tracy Borst (8:00-9:00), Sarah Martel (7:30-9:05), Wayne Parks (7:00-7:10), Mike Pomeroy (7:30-9:05), Penny Sirjane (7:25-9:05), Doug Stone (7:30-8:20)

Agenda:



Public Comment

Minutes

Warrants 

Town Budget/Highway Department

Town Budget/Town Clerk

VLCT Resolutions – Discussion of resolutions VLCT is asking towns to endorse

Unfinished Business- Continued discussion of Recreation Committee reorganization

Information & Updates

Adjourn

At 7:03, Mike Brown called the meeting to order.

At 7:04, Wayne Parks, Planning Commission Chair, recommended the appointment of Mike Fernandez to the Planning Commission. Following brief discussion, John Bacon moved to appoint Mike Fernandez to the Planning Commission to fill the vacant term, which goes until Town Meeting Day. Seconded by Andrew Toler. The vote passed unanimously. Mike Brown will contact Mike Fernandez.

At 7:22, motion by John Bacon to accept the amended minutes of November 3, 2008. Cathee Clement seconded. The vote passed unanimously.

At 7:30, motion by John Bacon to accept the warrants. Seconded by Andrew Toler. The vote passed unanimously. 

36.2: $322.45

20.3: $1,807.64

48.1: $1,759,334.81

22.4: $12,841.84

At 7:31, the Selectboard and Budget Committee reviewed the Highway Department’s proposed 2009 budget, submitted by Road Foreman Doug Stone. Stone explained that paving was not done this year, to compensate for winter road costs being over budget. He noted that the Town is ahead on the repaving schedule, and therefore was able to wait. The Budget Committee recommended increasing the 2009 annual paving amount from $140,000 to $150,000.

Doug Stone explained that employee wage and benefit costs were lower in 2008 than 2009, because one employee was out for an extended period in 2008, due to surgery.

Also discussed was the equipment replacement schedule and equipment storage. Doug Stone explained that he budgeted $5,000.00 for equipment storage to help equipment last longer. The Budget Committee recommended increasing the equipment storage facility amount from $5,000.00 to $10,000.00. The question was raised of whether the current town garage location has enough space for storage of equipment, salt and sand. Cathee Clement suggested looking for an available barn. Penny Sirjane recommended forming a Committee to look at possible locations.

The consensus on the proposed highway budget was that nothing was out of line; including the increase for paving, and equipment storage.

At 8:20, the Selectboard and Budget Committee reviewed the Town Clerk’s proposed 2009 budget. Tracy Borst explained that there are no significant changes. She noted that she is researching printing companies, to choose a new one for printing the town report, since the printer used last year went out of business. 

The Selectboard and Budget Committee did not propose any changes to the Town Clerk’s proposed budget.

At 9:05, the Selectboard discussed two resolutions the Vermont League of Cities and Towns is asking towns to endorse.

Following brief discussion, John Bacon moved to sign the VLCT resolution opposing proposed local highway aid cuts. Seconded by Andrew Toler. The vote passed unanimously. 

In discussion of the VLCT resolution calling upon the United States Congress to increase weight limits on Interstate highways in Vermont, the Selectboard explained that the purpose of the resolution is to keep trucks off of local roads, which in some cases have higher weight limits. Andrew Toler moved to sign the VLCT Resolution calling upon the United States Congress to increase weight limits on Interstate highways in Vermont. Seconded by Cathee Clement. The vote passed unanimously. 

Mike Brown will sign the resolutions for the Selectboard.

At 9:25, Mike Brown reported that, as requested at the November 3rd meeting, Cathee Clement sent him ideas for the draft of a new charge for the Recreation Committee. He thanked her for her thorough input. Brown said that he needs to put her draft together with what Hilary Linehan sent him, and will put the discussion of the draft on the agenda for the next Selectboard meeting, November 17th.

At 9:35, following brief discussion, Mike Brown moved to accept the Listers’ recommendation to appoint Diane Osgood as Lister to fill the vacancy, until Town Meeting elections in March 2009. Seconded by Andrew Toler. The vote passed, with three in favor, and one abstention.

At 9:45, John Bacon moved to adjourn. Seconded by Andrew Toler, the vote passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Ann Fenton

Recording Clerk, Thetford Selectboard
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