Thetford Selectboard Meeting Minutes - Final -
Monday, October 5, 2009
Present:  Tig Tillinghast, Mike Brown, Cathee Daum Clement (8:22 pm), John Bacon and Andrew Toler

  

Guests:  Mark McMahon, Senior and Affordable Housing Committee, and Tracy Borst, Town Clerk (8:00 pm).  Jill Graff, Treasurer (8:53 pm)
 

Agenda: 

Call to Order 

Public Comment 

Minutes 

Warrants 

Arrangements for special meeting of October 8  

-break- 

Introduction plan for Town Committee Handbook

Old Business, Including

    - Scheduling for non-Town Hall Selectboard meeting

    - Solid waste ordinance
    - Dangerous buildings policy draft introduction

    - Financial policies

Other Business 

Adjourn 

  

Call to Order, 7:05 pm 

Tig Tillinghast called meeting to order at 7:03 pm. 

Minutes, 7:04 pm
The Selectboard reviewed/revised draft meeting minutes for the September 21st and 28th meetings.  John Bacon made a motion to accept the September 21st minutes as revised.  Mike Brown seconded the motion.  Four members approved, one abstention.

Andrew Toler made a motion to accept the September 28th  minutes as revised.  Mike Brown seconded the motion.  All members approved.

At 7:49 pm, while waiting for Mark McMahon to arrive for the 8 pm agenda item, the Selectboard moved down the agenda to old business:

Scheduling for non-Town Hall Selectboard meeting:  Tig Tillinghast has looked into taking a few of the Selectboard meetings to other villages in the town and mentioned scheduling a meeting at the North and East Thetford churches sometime in early November, late December, respectively.

Solid waste ordinance:  Mike Brown made a motion to approve the Town of Thetford VT, Civil Ordinance Regulating the Disposal of Solid Wastes.  Andrew Toler seconded the motion.  All members approved.
 

Dangerous buildings policy draft introduction:  Cathee Clement distributed a draft copy of the Dangerous Building Ordinance for the Town of Thetford for Selectboard members to review and add comments.  This ordinance will be discussed at a subsequent meeting.
 

At 7:59 pm, Mike Brown introduced a letter to the Selectboard from the Town of Fairlee, regarding winter maintenance on Crossroad and West Fairlee Road this year.  The Town of Fairlee states it is their turn to maintain the roads this winter.  Brown feels that it may be Thetford’s turn to provide winter maintenance.  Tig Tillinghast will follow up with Doug Stone, Road Foreman when he returns from vacation.

Arrangements for special meeting of October 8, 8 pm

Mark McMahon, Senior and Affordable Housing Committee, and Tracy Borst, Town Clerk, joined the Selectboard for this discussion.
Mike Brown suggested this discussion be broken into two parts:  Administrative arrangements and review of the letter of intent to Mr. Malmquist.
Administrative arrangements:

· Charlie Buttrey has agreed to be moderator.  Mr. McMahon will open the meeting and step down then the Selectboard will make a motion to appoint Mr. Buttrey as the meeting moderator.

· Tracy Borst asked about meeting set-up.  Two tables will be set up for the Selectboard, Mrs. Borst and Ms. Graff.   Mrs. Borst confirmed the sound system and noted that she will take minutes and record the meeting.  

· Mrs. Borst reminded everyone that only water is allowed in the school gym.  No food or other drinks.

· Mr. McMahon will provide maps of both the land in question and Town area land map.

· Mrs. Borst will put up the sandwich board advertising the meeting as well as post in the Valley News (Friday, Saturday, Sunday and Monday).   Tig Tillinghast will have students at Thetford Academy and Thetford Elementary School bring home “napsak” notes with meeting information.  Andrew Toler will repost the warrant to town bulletin boards.

Letter of intent from the Selectboard:

· At 8:15 pm, Tig Tillinghast recused himself from the rest of the discussion as he owns property adjacent to the property under discussion.

· Andrew Toler confirmed that the brownfields testing request has been sent to the State of Vermont (no cost to the town).
· Mr. Toler mentioned that the State can provide a preliminary report back to the town within one to two weeks.

· Mike Brown suggested that this preliminary statement be added at the beginning of the meeting.

· Cathee Clement arrived at 8:22 pm

· Mark McMahon provided the Selectboard with a draft copy of a letter of intent for their review.  The Selectboard will review and follow up with Mr. Malmquist stating the towns intent for use of the property. 

· Mike Brown read the warning to the Selectboard and proposed to make the warrant into two separate questions.  

· Andrew Toler asked Mr. McMahon if it would be possible to get an extension on the demo contract as it expires at the end of the month.  Mr. McMahon will look into it.

· Tillinghast returned to the meeting at 8:52 pm.

At 8:53 pm, Jill Graff, Treasurer stopped by to ask the Selectboard how financing would happen.  Tig Tillinghast said no specific information is available to make a decision at this time.

Introduction plan for Town Committee Handbook, 8:55 pm

Tracy Borst, Town Clerk stayed for this agenda item.  Mrs. Borst asked for a copy of the handbook and asked about the process to get the handbook into committee member’s hands.  Tig Tillinghast will provide Mrs. Borst with a copy and said they haven’t discussed distribution yet.
It was decided that two copies will be made per committee and original document will be posted on the website for electronic use.  Selectboard will hand out binders (to be acquired by Tillinghast) at a special meeting with Committee Chairs to be announced at a later date.

Old Business, 9:09 pm
Financial policies:  Tig Tillinghast distributed a draft copy asking Selectboard members for comments.  Tillinghast will work with the Jill Graff, Town Treasurer regarding accounting information relevant to making sure the Towns process complies with our policy.  Selectboard members should forward any updates to Tillinghast and he will make a fair copy for the next meeting.
Animal Control:  Cathee Clement said she needs to follow-up with Sharon Harkay.

Warrants, 9:19 pm
Mike Brown made a motion to accept the following warrants.  Cathee Clement seconded.  All members approved.

#19.4  $16,003.69
#20A.4 $   982.98

#29.3  $  476.11

#36.1
$ 4,176.92

#34.2   $4, 724.55

Other Business, 9:24 pm

· John Bacon and Mike Brown took a road trip to look at Houghton Hill road and confirmed that the road has been widened and they saw evidence of snow plows hitting trees.  There is a need to pull the road in and create ditches. The Selectboard discussed road grading and decided that training may be required to use the new grader.  Bacon suggested other members of the Selectboard visit Houghton Hill road to see road issues themselves.

· Andrew Toler mentioned that the Planning Commission is going to be sending out new zoning regulations as they become ready.
At 9:57 pm, John Bacon made a motion to adjourn.  The vote passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Cheryl Ulz, Recording Clerk, Thetford Selectboard
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