THETFORD SELECTBOARD MINUTES

June 2, 2008

Present: John Bacon, Mike Brown, Tig Tillinghast, Suzanne Masland, Andrew Toler

Guests: Cathee Clement (8:00-8:50), Steve Crimmin (8:00-8:50), Bill Ferriter (8:00-8:50), Diane Ferriter (8:00-8:50), Leslie Graham (8:00-8:50), Lili Graham (8:00-8:50), Dan Grossman (8:00-8:50), Dana Grossman (8:00-8:50), Jack Jones (7:15-8:50), Don Longwell (7:00-8:50), Mark McMahon (8:40-9:30), James Thaxton (8:00-8:50), Walter Malmquist (7:50-9:30) 

Agenda:



Public Comment

Minutes

Warrants 

Report of Police Department – Jim Lanctot: Tabled

Continued discussion of possible Garey Road changes: review of town attorney’s opinion on Tig Tillinghast’s memo and consideration of next step in process.

Progress on town job descriptions: status of gathering information and consideration of next steps: Tabled to next week

Unfinished Business

Information & Updates

Adjourn

Mike Brown called the meeting to order at 7:05.

The Selectboard reviewed minutes and warrants. They briefly discussed expenses at Treasure Island, and Recreation Department expenses and revenues. 

John Bacon reported that he and Mike Brown looked at the Sawnee Bean Road culvert that needs work. The Selectboard will follow up.

Motion by Tig Tillinghast to accept the warrants, seconded by Suzanne Masland. Unanimously approved at 7:40.

16.2: $3,345.01

21.1: $30,086.92

10.4: $14,329.82

20.1: $6,252.94 (5/22)

At 7:50, motion by Andrew Toler to accept the amended minutes of May 19, 2008. John Bacon seconded. The vote passed unanimously.

At 8:00, the Selectboard continued discussion of possible Garey Road changes. Eleven individuals, who are interested parties, were in attendance (see guest list above). 

The Selectboard reviewed the town attorney’s opinion on Tig Tillinghast’s Memo to Selectboard on Procedures for Certain Road Decisions, 4-17-2008. Mike Brown commented that the attorney agreed with the memo, except regarding Tillinghast’s conclusion regarding Title 19 V.S.A. 711. 

Tig Tillinghast responded that the Statute explicitly says that the town can put the responsibility of development costs on the developer, when roads are made to be improved from Class 4 to Class 3; and that Vermont League of Cities and Towns indicated that implicitly applies to general road improvements that are required by the development. He also commented that in addition to the criteria of safety that the attorney points out, the Selectboard can consider the balancing of interests, and should take into consideration all factors. 

John Bacon initiated a discussion of the attorney’s definition of ‘altering’ a road, regarding Title 19 V.S.A. 701 (2).

Tig Tillinghast recommended, regarding process, that now that the points of confusion have been located, the Selectboard move forward to determine what is necessary, and what are the consequences. 

The Selectboard scheduled a public hearing for July 14, for the purpose of determining what, if any, changes would be needed to the road. The meeting will be warned, and abutters notified. Mike Brown will ask the tree warden to attend. Andrew Toler suggested that the Selectboard discuss the process of recording comments at the hearing.

James Thaxton commented that the letter from the Highway Foreman on possible road improvements was advocating a position that improvements do not hurt the character of the neighborhood. The Selectboard responded that they are looking for advice from the Highway Foreman regarding drainage and other technical points. Dan Grossman commented that the letter should not have been sent to the Development Review Board. James Thaxton added that he is concerned it might be used as an exhibit, in decision making by the DRB. Dana Grossman asked that the letter be struck from the records, and an edited version be submitted. Andrew Toler suggested that the Selectboard ask for a letter requesting more technical information from the Highway Foreman to the Selectboard. Dana Grossman asked that interested parties be made aware of meetings between the Highway Foreman and the developer. Mike Brown noted that concerns have been heard, and the Selectboard will follow up.

At 8:50, Mark McMahon and Walter Malmquist came forward. McMahon reported that they met at Malmquist Mill on Sunday, and discussed options for the property; possibly to include senior and affordable housing, with a combination of other functions, such as a park and ride.

Mark McMahon suggested the process as follows: 1.) Regarding vandalism and deterioration of the building, shut off easy access to the Mill. 2.) With the Selectboard’s cooperation, post “no trespassing” signs. 3.) McMahon will contact State agencies, with a package of proposals, including site clean up, historic preservation, senior and affordable housing, and transportation.

Walter Malmquist reported that the Mill building is filled with graffiti and other signs of trespassers; but he is in a difficult situation, because whenever he locks a door, it seems to further entice trespassers. He explained that he does not think it is the town’s responsibility; but the building is deteriorating quicker now, and he would like it to be gone by next winter. Malmquist commented that he is not intending to abandon the building, and appreciates McMahon getting in touch with him about potential uses. Malmquist expressed that he grew up in Thetford, and wants to continue to be involved in positive discussions about the site.

Mark McMahon noted that the site is 12.5 acres, and a good location. Tig Tillinghast added that the location is also part of a much larger wildlife corridor, a good spot for habitat and recreation.

At 9:35, in unfinished business, Suzanne Masland suggested that the Selectboard get another legal opinion regarding Garey Road, since the attorney noted that three of the interested parties have been prior clients of his. Mike Brown will contact the Vermont League of Cities and Towns for recommendation of an attorney to use.

At 9:40, following brief discussion, motion by Tig Tillinghast to allow Joe Deffner’s 7th grade class this year, to put a Valley Quest box at the junction of Route 113 and Buzzell Bridge Road. Seconded by Suzanne Masland. The vote passed unanimously.

Following brief discussion, motion by John Bacon to accept the letter Andrew Toler wrote to the State regarding speed limits on certain sections of Routes 113, and 244. Seconded by Tig Tillinghast, the vote passed unanimously.

At 9:45, Mike Brown reported that there was a monitoring visit from the State on May 28 regarding the Pompanoosuc Mills Community Development Block Grant.

At 9:45, motion by John Bacon to go into Executive Session on personnel. Seconded by Andrew Toler. The vote passed unanimously.

The Selectboard came out of Executive Session at 10:11. No action was taken,

John Bacon made a motion at 10:19 to adjourn, seconded by Tig Tillinghast. Passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Ann Fenton

Recording Clerk, Thetford Selectboard
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