THETFORD SELECTBOARD SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES

May 15, 2008

Present: John Bacon (7:06), Mike Brown, Tig Tillinghast

Guests: Bob Pulaski, Terry Longo, Bill Halsey, Michael Pomeroy, Joan Tomasi, Bill Estabrook, Elizabeth Severance, Cyrus Severance, Dana Grossman, Stuart Blood, Liora Alshuler, Wayne Park, Kevin O’Hara, Don Longwell, Barbara DeFelize, Richard Blacklow, Kevin Geiger, Peter Gregory

Agenda:




Presentation on land use regulation by Kevin Geiger, senior planner at TRORC

The meeting was called to order at 7:06 p.m., and the floor was given over to Peter Geiger.

Geiger asked the audience how many of them were on town committees relevant to land use regulation. A minority of the audience raised their hands. Geiger expressed that he was pleased so many people in the town were interested in the issues.

Geiger took the audience through a presentation titled “Local Land Use Regulations; a Vermont Primer.” He answered many questions during the presentation. He finished the presentation at 8:20.

The audience asked additional questions, often dealing with specific situations and policies in Thetford. Richard Blacklow (zoning administrator) asked a few questions on the interpretation of both state laws and town ordinances. John Bacon asked Geiger if any towns within the TRORC region had opted to approve zoning ordinance changes by ballot, and if so, if they’d experienced any problematic issues with the process. Geiger indicated that there were a couple towns that had chosen the approval via ballot, and that those towns had not since made an effort to change to approval via selectboard.

The questions stopped at 8:29 p.m. The selectboard members thanked Mr. Geiger and Peter Gregory for coming to help the town better understand zoning issues.

