Thetford Selectboard Meeting Minutes - Draft -

February 8, 2010 

Present:  Tig Tillinghast, Cathee Clement, Andrew Toler and Donn Downey
Tardy:  John Bacon arrived at 8:40 pm


Guests:  Mary Dan Pomeroy (7:04 pm), Scott and Ann O’Hearn, Managers of Treasure Island (7:22 pm), Pauline Cole, Sean Muller, Barb Kruger, Stuart Blood, Matthew Vincenti, Ann Lavanway, Ellis Paige, Pat Waterbury, Rick Hoffman, David Goodrich, Ronald Chalet, Li Shen and Doug Stone (8:15 pm), 

Agenda
Call to order and Agenda Review
Public Comment
Minutes & Warrants
Treasure Island Manager Contract Discussion
Road Classification Discussion
· Vaughn Farm Road

· Poor Farm Road segments

Town Warning Discussion
Old Business

Other Business

Adjourn
Call to Order, 7:03 pm
Tig Tillinghast called the meeting to order at 7:03 pm.

Public Comment, 7:04 pm

Mary Dan Pomeroy stopped by to follow up with the Selectboard on the October 2009 visit from Houghton Hill Road residents regarding road grading (road widening) and plowing issues (hitting trees and telephone poles).  John Bacon stated that the Selectboard has talked to the Road Foreman about the resident’s concerns as well as budgeted for road grading in 2010.  Cathee Clement mentioned the road survey scheduled for this year as well, which will provide the town with an opportunity to inspect local roads, create road standards.  Tig Tillinghast confirmed that the Selectboard will follow up with the Road Foreman regarding the immediate issues - hitting trees and telephone poles and move forward this year with training and the road survey as well as creating road standards.  
Minutes, 7:14 pm

The Selectboard reviewed/revised draft meeting minutes for the February 1, 2010 meeting.  Cathee Clement made a motion to accept the February 1, 2010 meeting minutes as revised.  Andrew Toler seconded.  All members approved.
Selectboard members also reviewed and approved the Special Meeting Minutes of February 24, 2010.

Treasure Island Manager Contract Discussion, 7:22 pm

Scott and Ann O’Hearn, Managers of Treasure Island, stopped by with a Treasure Island update and to participate in the contract discussion with the Selectboard.  Scott O’Hearn asked the Selectboard for their priorities for facility repairs at Treasure Island for 2010.  Cathee Clement mentioned that an additional interior analysis inspection is planned this year to look at the plumbing and electrical wiring of the residence and that the Selectboard would prefer not to make any decisions until that inspection happens.  Cathee Clement will email Donn Downey the information on the recent house inspection.  Ann O’Hearn asked about the plan for adding the pavilion discussed during budget season.  Cathee Clement advised Ann O’Hearn to follow up with Mike Pomeroy regarding his idea for building the pavilion.   
At 7:45 pm, Cathee Clement made a motion to move into executive session to discuss the Treasure Island Contract with Scott and Ann O’Hearn.  John Bacon seconded.  All members approved.
At 8:12 pm, Andrew Toler made a motion to come out of executive session with no decisions being made.  John Bacon seconded.  All members approved. 

Ann O’Hearn was approached by a Thetford Resident regarding the possibility of having an Aqua Fest celebration.  Cathee Clement suggested coordinating the event with the Recreation Coordinator, Hilary Linehan. 

Road Classification Discussion, 8:15 pm

The following residents joined the Selectboard for the Road Classification discussion for Vaughan Farm Road and Poor Farm Road segments:  Pauline Cole, Sean Muller, Barb Kruger, Stuart Blood, Matthew Vincenti, Ann Lavanway, Ellis Paige, Pat Waterbury, Rick Hoffman, David Goodrich, Ronald Chalet, Li Shen and Doug Stone.   Tig Tillinghast provided residents with an overview of the Ancient Road Committees role and responsibilities as well as the findings in their recent report to the Selectboard.   As a result of the ancient road committee’s research, they found that the following roads are not on the current Agency of Transportation Map and found no evidence of their discontinuance.  They are believed to be Class IV roads and are currently maintained as such:  
· Poor Farm Road North and Poor Farm Road South and Whippoorwill Road – Class IV road which connects them.

· Vaughn Farm Road to Asa Burton Road – there is a right of way for the East Thetford Water Company. 

Tig Tillinghast asked residents for their input on whether the Town should maintain these roads as Class IV roads or throw them up.  A resident asked what the consequences were to adding it to the Agency of Transportation Map or not.  Tig Tillinghast stated that the following advantages and disadvantages:

Disadvantages:

· If it is a Class IV road and not on the map, road mileage and funding formulas are impacted (State Road Aid).

· There could be legal issues with property owners (road maintained by seller, but not on the map)

Advantages:

· Adding it to the map, helps with funding formulas (State Road Aid).

So the town choices are:

· To add as Class IV road,

· to do nothing/ignore and throw it up or,

· call it a trail

Tig Tillinghast stated that tonight’s meeting was to get input from residents on what they would like to see done, and that tonight wasn’t the meeting to make the final decision.  The Selectboard will need to warn a hearing and hold a vote at which time it can change the classification of the road.

One resident suggested changing the name of North Poor Farm road to a different name.  Tig Tillinghast suggested that the resident contact the Selectboard separately to discuss the name change which can happen outside this process.
One resident asked about a trail policy.  Tig Tillinghast suggested he contact him to receive a copy.

Li Shen asked Tig Tillinghast for a copy of the Ancient Roads Committee report for her to review an discuss with the Conservation Commission.

At 9pm, Ellis Paige talked to the Selectboard about a zoning permit to build a 45’X100’ agricultural shed with dirt floor and open on one side.  The Selectboard will talk to the Zoning Administrator to discuss zoning fees related to agricultural buildings and follow up with Mr. Paige. 

Doug Stone, Road Foreman stopped by to inform the Selectboard about purchasing a compressor. 

Other Business, 9:17pm

· Cathee Clement mentioned the possible need for an amendment to the town warning discussion.  Tig Tillinghast mentioned that all amendments will take place on the floor at the time of town meeting.

· Cathee Clement also asked the Selectboard to plan ahead for the next Police Chief Contract discussion as well as an opportunity to have the Police Chief in for a department update.  

Warrants, 9:25 pm

John Bacon made motion to accept the following warrant.  Donn Downey seconded.  All members approved.

#3.3 $2,133.70
#3.2 $15,149.67
#5.1 $10,320.88
Old Business, 9:30 pm

Pre-Town Meeting:  Cathee Clement asked about advertisement of the upcoming pre-town meeting and asked Tig Tillinghast to re-post to the ListServ.
Cat Issue:  Cathee Clement asked about the status of on the cat issue in North Thetford.  Tig Tillinghast mentioned that no further progress has been made to date.
At 9:58 pm, Cathee Clement made a motion to go into executive session to discuss the Treasure Island contract.  Andrew Toler seconded.  All members approved and Cheryl Ulz was excused from the Selectboard meeting.

Respectfully Submitted,

Cheryl Ulz, Selectboard Recording Clerk
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