THETFORD SELECTBOARD MINUTES

January 8, 2007

PRESENT:  Mary Spata, Doug Stone, Mike Brown, Mark McMahon, John Bacon (8:12 PM), Marilyn Cook (clerk)

GUESTS:  Stuart Blood, Andy Martin

Mary Spata called the meeting to order at 7:15 PM.

Members of the Conservation Commission, Recreation Committee, Planning Commission and other residents, including Heather Carlos, Amy McElroy, Bob Pulaski, Ann Lavanway, Jennifer Davey, Li Shen, Cara Jackson, Roxanne Eastman, Mark Woodward, Pete Sonnhalter, Mary Dan Pomeroy, Kevin Brown, Mike Pomeroy, Dave Carpenter, Kristie Gray, Jay Clark, David Fisk, Ehrhard Frost, Rick Howard and Lori Howard, Linda Matteson, Bill Bridge arrived at 7:25 PM,

Discussion with Conservation Commission and Recreation Committee regarding field development at the Taylor/town-owned property.

Li Shen, Conservation Commission, spoke about the biological diversity of the Taylor property.  Evidence of wood turtles eggs has been found near the gravel pit.  Additionally, about 40 percent of the property is wetland and must be delineated, as required by the state. 

In 2001, a proposed engineering plan for that property was never carried out.

Kevin Brown, Recreation Committee, spoke about the committee’s effort to pursue recreational fields as requested by the Selectboard and as requested by the Taylors, who donated that land to the town for the purpose of recreation.  Plans will be made for the state to assess and delineate the wetland area.

John Bacon joined the meeting at 8:12 PM.

The Recreation Committee will present its recommendations to the Selectboard on January 15 at 8:00 PM.

Ms. Jackson, Ms. Eastman, Mr. Woodward, Mr. Sonnhalter, Mr. Brown, Mr. Pomeroy, Mr. Carpenter, Ms. Gray, Mr. Martin, and Mr. Clark left the meeting at 8:22 PM.

Move to recess the Selectboard meeting at 8:22 PM to convene a Hearing for the Town Plan (Brown/Spata)  Unanimous.

Ehrhard Frost expressed concern that this hearing was not warned.  The Selectboard determined that this hearing would be an information-only meeting.

Linda Matteson and David Fisk stated their support of the plan.

Bill Bridge asked questions about “community business district” and the use of the word “motoring” and about the recommended policy 10-C.  The Selectboard will consider comments and questions from this informational meeting along with any that arise at the upcoming Public Hearings.

Motion to conclude the Town Plan Hearing at 9:00 PM and return to the Selectboard meeting (Spata/Brown)  Unanimous.

Residents in attendance of the meeting left at 9:00 PM.

Tracy Borst, Town Clerk, remained at the meeting, to meet with Selectboard.

The first Hearing of the Town Plan will be held on February 12 at 8:00.  Mr. Brown will arrange for public warning.

Town Common committee has made some financial requests that will be funded under the town improvement fund.

Driveway permit application for Tom and Diane Bjerke located at 1772 Sawnee Bean Road was signed by the Selectboard.

Ms. Borst reviewed the tax mapping conversion proposal.

She also reviewed a proposal to address mold/mildew that is present in the secondary vault.

The Selectboard and Ms. Borst discussed other incidentals for town meeting and the town report.

Ms. Borst left the meeting at 9:40 PM.

Move to accept the minutes of December 11, 2006 as amended.  (Brown/Stone) 3 in-favor.  Mary Spata and John Bacon abstained, as they were absent from that meeting.

The Selectboard will advise Richard Blacklow to proceed with a resident’s violation of the junk yard ordinance.

Mr. Blacklow has received a resident complaint about loud noise from vehicles at the recycling center at night, which raised a question about the conditional use permit.  Selectboard will look into whether the conditional use permit requires an annual review.

Move to approve Check Warrant Reports:

#1.1 $15,147.24

#47.2  $10,028.41

#46.2  $5,089.15

#47.1  $5,278.18

#43.1  $1,408.82

#46.1  $5,667.21

#44.1  $7,300.65

#45.1  $502,947.68

#45.2  $21,723.54

#27.4  $12,829.52

#26.3  $2,061.90  (Brown/Spata)  Unanimous.

The Ski Program will temporarily be covered under the town’s insurance and the volunteers will report to the Selectboard.  A long-term solution for insurance coverage for all town recreation programs needs to be determined.

Motion to adjourn at 10:30 PM  (Spata/Brown)  Unanimous

