Minutes of the Thetford Conservation Commission – May 23, 2007

Present:
Li Shen, Bob Pulaski, Heather Carlos, Amy McElroy, Didi Pershouse
Absent:
Ann Lavanway, Bill Shepard

Guests: 
Ehrhard Frost, Liza Mc Elroy
1.  Meeting minutes from 4/25/07 were approved.

Meeting minutes from 5/9/2007 were approved as amended.  Wording was changed in item 6. from “Vernal Pool remote location workshop” to “Vernal Pool remote locating workshop”.
2.  Jens Hilke, Community Wildlife Program Conservation Planning Biologist for the VT Fish and Wildlife Department, will be at Tracy Hall in Norwich on Thursday, May 31, from 7-9 p.m. for a joint meeting with several area conservation commissions.

3.  Steve Parren, head of the VT Nongame Natural Heritage Program, met with several members of the Thetford Conservation Commission as well as Suzanne Masland from the Select Board on Saturday, May 19, at the Taylor Parcel to help us look for Wood Turtles and Wood Turtle habitat.  Despite the cool rainy day, we found two female Wood Turtles.  Steve Parren measured and weighed the turtles and measured their distance from the river.  Li sent a brief write-up of the outing to Suzanne Masland for her to present to the Select Board.

4.  Mic Metz and Rebecca Chalmers have visited the Taylor Parcel and are in the process of determining the classification of the wetland.  They are going to come back on Tuesday, May 29 to complete their study.

5.  Amy has talked to Peter Blodgett about the Thetford Conservation Commission’s donation of the three David Carroll books to the Latham Library.  Peter is going to call Amy back with the cost of the three books, so that we can provide him with payment for the books.  He would like to make the purchase himself, once we have provided him with the funds.  Ehrhard has received the money for the Alder cutting at the Post Mills Natural Area.  The money that the Conservation Commission members earned by cutting alders will be used to pay for the three library books.

6.  Didi got the last copy of the “Save the Salamanders” DVD.  She will look into making a couple of copies of it, and if that is not possible, she’ll determine which school/library would be the best recipient of the DVD.

7.  Andrew Mays, of Vegetative Control Services, will be at Post Mills Natural Area on June 1 to control invasive plants.

8.  Boundaries are being flagged for the following properties in preparation of inventories which are scheduled to begin in July:


Hughes Forest – Li will do this.


Town Forest – Heather will do this.


Taylor Parcel – Ann was suggested.


Post Mills Nature Area – Jennifer will do this.
9.  Our By-Laws need to be amended so that our Conservation Commission appointments are for four years.  We also would like to change our meeting schedule to be on the second and fourth Wednesday of each month.  Heather will look on-line for the state “model” by-laws for Conservation Commissions.  If she finds them, she will type them for us to use and amend as needed.  If she can’t find them on-line, she’ll get the hard copy of “model” by-laws that Bob has and type them.

10.  The Durkee development has been given conditional approval.  The final approval has been put off for sixty days while they are waiting for approval from the Army Corps of Engineers.

11.  The Selectboard will have an informal meeting to discuss the Halsey development on Friday, May 25, at 9:00 a.m.  Jennifer and Ann will attend the meeting as well as Mike Brown, the Halseys, the Halsey’s attorney, and Richard Blacklow.  Didi will provide Jennifer with a write-up of the options that she has discussed with the Halseys.

12.  The Roses are re-applying for another building permit to build 100 feet from the Connecticut River.  They previously received a permit to build 700 feet from the river.

13.  The next “Second Saturday Stroll” will be held on Saturday, June 9, at 9:00 a.m. at Bill Hill.  It will be led by Bill Shepard with a focus on “birds, butterflies, and botany”.

Respectfully submitted,

Amy McElroy
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