Minutes of the Thetford Conservation Commission – May 9, 2007

Present:
Li Shen, Bob Pulaski, Heather Carlos, Amy McElroy, Didi Pershouse, Bill Shepard

Absent:
Jennifer Davey, Ann Lavanway

Guests: 
Suzanne Masland, Mike Brown, Tig Tillinghast

1.  There was a discussion of the Management Plan for the Hughes Forest.

Mike Brown, from the Selectboard, requested that the allowed “recreational uses” should be spelled out in the plan.  At this point they are somewhat vague and are “left to the discretion of the town”.  There was also some discussion about whether the Management Plan should be a 5 year plan.  This issue was not resolved.  Mike also asked about signs for the property.  Bill reported that the signs have been made, and they are ready to be put up.

2.  Boundaries need to be flagged for the following properties in preparation of inventories which are scheduled to begin in July:


Hughes Forest – Li is working on this.


Town Forest – Heather will work on this.


Taylor Parcel – Ann was suggested.


Post Mills Nature Area – Jennifer was suggested.

3.  The UVLT is asking the Thetford Conservation Commission to express an opinion about a request from Central Vermont Public Service for easements related to reconstruction and relocation of a portion of their existing line along Academy Road.  UVLT is concerned with the impact on the properties owned by Lilla Willey and Olley and Mahlon Hoagland, on which UVLT has conservation easements.  Jay Waldner, Stewardship Manager from the Upper Valley Land Trust, met with Li, Heather, and Amy today at the VT State Park on Academy Road.  They walked along the road to understand the scope of the proposed power line relocation.  Academy Road is a designated “Scenic By-Way”.  The question was asked whether that designation would/could affect the out come of the proposal.  As of this time, the Selectboard has not received notice from CVPS about the proposed power line relocation.
4.  Jens Hilke, Community Wildlife Program Conservation Planning Biologist for the VT Fish and Wildlife Department, is meeting with Conservation Commissions statewide to aid in implementation of their goals.  The Norwich Conservation Commission would like to have a joint meeting with us, and suggested May 17 or 31.  We would like to do it on Thursday, May 31.

5.  Steve Parren, from the VT Fish and Wildlife Department, has agreed to do a site visit at the Taylor Parcel to help us determine if it is a Wood Turtle habitat.  We decided that we would like to meet with him Saturday, May 19.

6.  Li discussed the Vernal Pool remote locating workshop.  It will be a Thursday night.  Michael-Lew-Smith, from Arrowhead, will be the trainer.  It will be coordinated with Thetford, Norwich, Strafford, Hartford, West Fairlee, and Corinth.  Li will ask for a June date.

7.  Craig Layne and other Norwich CC members are interested in an Ompompanoosuc Turtle Survey.  Craig suggested a canoe trip on the Ompompanoosuc from W. Fairlee to Norwich.  It would involve several portages.  We thought the survey sounded interesting, but that there would not be sufficient water levels for the canoe trip.

8.  Water sampling of the Ompompanoosuc will be resuming, and volunteers are needed to collect the samples.  Training on sampling for E. coli, temperature, and dissolved oxygen will be held on May 23 at 6 p.m. at the Union Village park picnic shelter.  There are 7 sampling days starting May 30th and ending in August.

9.  The Selectboard would like a Conservation Commission member to attend an informal meeting to discuss the Halsey property issue.  If Jennifer cannot attend, Li said perhaps she could attend.

10.  Saturday, June 9, is Clean Water Day.  We discussed whether we should have a local event.  We decided not to do anything this year.

11.  The next “Second Saturday Stroll” will be held on Saturday, June 9, at 9:00 a.m. at Bill Hill.  It will be led by Bill Shepard with a focus on “birds, butterflies, and botany”. 
12.  Latham Library does not have the three David Carroll books, and we would like to donate them to the library.  It was decided that they would be paid for with the money that was earned cutting alders at the Post Mills Nature Area.  Amy will coordinate purchasing the books for the library.  The books are: Trout Reflections, Swampwalker’s Journal, and Self Portrait with Turtles.  Bob will arrange getting the payment for the alder cutting that will be used to pay for the books.
13.  Didi will look into getting copies of the DVD called, Save the Salamanders, by 17 year old Katie Feldman for Thetford Academy, Thetford Elementary, and the library.

Respectfully submitted,

Amy McElroy
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