Minutes of the Thetford Conservation Commission –  November 8, 2006

Present:  Jennifer Davey, Li Shen, Pat Weyrick, Bob Pulaski, Ann Lavanway

Absent:  Scott Stokoe, Ted Levin, Bill Shepard, Heather Carlos (attending planning commission meeting)

Guest:  Ehrhard Frost

1) Approved the minutes from October 11th, 2006 meeting.
2) Jennifer will have the video of Elizabeth Thompson’s biodiversity seminar digitized.  The commission agreed to have the seminar copied to DVDs for distribution to the community.

3) Jennifer will meet with the select board on the 20th to discuss the commission budget.

4) Members of the commission and Ehrhard discussed the topics to be covered in the town report.
5) Li presented a draft of a document to the DRB concerning possible impacts on Conant Swamp by the proposed development of the Durkee property.

6) The select board posted the commission opening(s), and an interested individual will attend the December 13th meeting of the commission.
7) Students from TA contacted Li to discuss developing a school project that focuses on conservation issues.  Li met with the students to discuss such a project.  Li spoke with Ted and he will meet with the students to discuss possible projects.

8) The Upper Valley Land Trust is planning a celebration in January.  They would like to work with the commission to plan, coordinate and host the events.  The commission discussed sponsoring guided walks on town properties and recently conserved properties.

9) The commission agreed to have town maps printed and laminated.  One copy of the maps will be for use at the town hall.   A second copy will be for public outreach work.
10)  The commission agreed that having a town-owned computer projector would be useful for meetings and public outreach events.

11) Jennifer shared the mailings that she has received from groups such as the Connecticut River Joint Commissions.  She was also contacted by Tii McLane from the Strafford Conservation Commission about participating in a grant to acquire a skidder bridge.

12) Ellis Paige has completed the mowing at the PMNA.  There was some discussion about invasive plant species removal at this site.
13) Members of the commission will attend the November 14th DRB board hearing on the Halsey subdivision proposal that involves a Class II wetland.
14) Li reminded attendees that a summary of the findings of the Ompompanoosuc River Water Study will presented at TA on Thursday, November 16th at 7:00PM.
Respectfully Submitted,

Ann Lavanway

