Minutes of the Thetford Conservation Commission – December 13, 2006

Present:  Heather Carlos, Bob Pulaski, Li Shen, Jennifer Davey, Ann Lavanway, Bill Shepard 

Absent:  Pat Weyrick

Guests:  Ehrhard Frost, Didi Pershouse, Amy McElroy, Ted Levin

1) Amy McElroy and Didi Pershouse are interested in becoming members of the Commission.  The Selectboard will appoint new members in January.

2) Minutes from the November 8th, 2006 meeting were approved.

3) Jennifer reported that the DRB had turned down a subdivision involving the Class II significant wetland on Houghton Hill.  The Commission had previously written to the DRB in opposition of the subdivision as configured. The letter, based on discussions at previous meetings, had been circulated to members prior to the hearing.  Unanimous support of the letter in opposition of the subdivision as configured was shown by a formal vote. A discussion followed about possible approaches that could satisfy both the needs of the landowner and conservation. Bill will follow up with the landowner and the Water Co-op.

4) Polly Cole is exploring the renaming of Poor Farm Rd.  Discussion was tabled as Polly was not in attendance.

5) Bob Walker is interested in trails at the Elizabeth Copper Mine.  Jennifer gave him several contacts.  It was recommended that the Recreation Committee should also be contacted as Trails are on their agenda.  Li gave an update on wood turtles, a declining species, on the Taylor parcel in Post Mills where the future Linny Levin trail may be situated. The recreation committee is also considering this property for athletic fields.  The Commission is concerned about impacts to the turtle nesting area, and the wetlands and floodplains on the site. Bob explained that a previous Town Recreation Committee had looked at the site and abandoned plans due to the cost of engineering studies related to the wetland and floodplain issues.

6) Jennifer distributed a summary of the Thetford biodiversity project, a DVD of a 2004 presentation by Liz Thompson and the related maps and annotations.  Commissioners need to review this material and we will finalize it for distribution at Town meeting.

7) Li and Jennifer reported on a discussion with Jim Masland about the deterioration of the Lake Fairlee Dam.  Bob said that the Lake Fairlee Association has attempted to discuss the dam with the owners, but without success. 

8) On February 3rd we will be hosting walks and a celebration of conserved lands in Thetford with UVLT.  Marcia Dunning will host a walk on the Palmer Lands, Ehrhard will cover PMNA and Bill will lead a walk on Lilla Willey’s property on Academy Road.  Li will work with Kate at UVLT to organize the celebration (likely at the Community Center).  

9) Heather reported on the Town Plan.  The Planning Commission has adopted a draft and forwarded it to the Selectboard.  The SB will hold their first hearing on January 8th at their regular Monday meeting.  The second hearing date has not yet been set.

10)  Ehrhard inquired whether the letter to foresters re: vernal pools had been sent out.  Jennifer will follow up.  Norwich worked with a consulting firm to map vernal pools and school kids verified them in the field.  Didi would be interested in spearheading this effort in Thetford.

11) Li reported on the presentation of a project by two Thetford Academy students on town wetlands for the Human Geography class.

Respectfully Submitted,

Heather Carlos

