Minutes of the Thetford Conservation Commission – October 11, 2006
Present:  Heather Carlos, Bob Pulaski, Li Shen, Jennifer Davey, Ann Lavanway, Bill Shepard, Ted Levin
Absent:  Scott Stokoe, Pat Weyrick
Guests:  Ehrhard Frost, Ben Kinne – TA Student
1) Minutes from the September 13th, 2006 meeting were approved.
2) Jennifer met with the Selectboard and presented the draft Hughes Forest Management Plan.  She will also post copies around town.  She also discussed attendance at Conservation Commission meetings.
3) Li reported on proposed changes in State Wetland rules which would allow private contractors to delineate wetlands.  There was a public comment period back in February, which appears to not have been widely publicized.  Jennifer and Li will work with the multi-town conservation network and the AVCC on this issue.
4) Ehrhard and Andrew Maves from Vegetation Control Services Inc. visited PMNA to look at invasives control.  Andrew will provide an estimate and the WHIP grant should cover 75% of the costs.  Bill has been in contact with Ellis about mowing.  Jennifer will delineate the areas that should and should not be mowed on an aerial photo.  

5) The Planning Commission is holding a cider and doughnuts info session on the Draft 2006 Town Plan at the town hall on Saturday.  The warned hearing will be on October 25th at 7:15pm at the Community Center.
6) Ben Kinne from TA is enrolled in a challenge course and is determining and assessing whether Lake Fairlee can host nesting loons.  He is looking at creating one or more nesting sites.  Currently, although they pass through, no loons nest on Lake Fairlee as there are no suitable sites.
7) The multi-town conservation commission met recently.  Many towns are working on town plans, thus they are reviewing language which covers cross border issues.

8) The summary sheet from last month’s planning session was passed out.

9) A group met last month to discuss invasive control in the Union Village Dam area.
10)  Chris Levey and Barbara DeFelice have offered to give CC members a tour of their conserved property which abuts a proposed subdivision on Latham Road.  
11) Our next meeting will be held in the Vault as the Planning Commission would like to use our regular meeting room.
12) We discussed re-vegetation options for the Hughes Forest beaver pond.

13) Jennifer will place flags on a boundary on PMNA.  We also need to do the same on Hughes Forest.
14) The Steering Committee for the Birding Trail has decided to revamp and reprint the map.  Forward comments on suggestions for sites to Bill.
15) We discussed locating the Linny Levin trail on the Taylor Parcel in Post Mills.

Respectfully Submitted,

Heather Carlos
