Minutes of the Thetford Conservation Commission – August 9, 2006
Present:  Heather Carlos, Bob Pulaski, Li Shen, Jennifer Davey, Pat Weyrick
Absent:  Scott Stokoe, Ted Levin, Bill Shepard
Guests:  Ehrhard Frost, Ann Lavanway
1) Minutes from the June 21st, 2006 meeting were approved, with minor changes.
2) Patricia Crawford from UVLT sent information about the Palmer Land Conservation.  They now have $1467 remaining to raise for the project.  We discussed whether the Commission should make another donation on top of the $3000 that we already committed.  It was decided not to increase our donation at this time.  
3) Ehrhard dropped trees across an area that motor vehicles had been trespassing on the Hughes Forest.  Li will check the area to see if there have been any additional problems in the area.  
4) Jennifer distributed drafts of the Management Plan for the Hughes Forest.  Commissions should submit comments by the next meeting and then the draft will be circulated publicly – on the listserv, Town newsletter, Town website, and at the recycling center. 
5) We discussed the demise of the beaver pond on the Hughes Forest and viewed photos that Pat took of the ravine area.  We will not make an attempt to rebuild the dam, however, we will need to monitor the area for invasives.
6) There will be a meeting at Jennifer’s house at 8am on Friday August 18 to plan for management of the PMNA under the WHIP grant.
7) DRB update – Ehrhard reported that the Halsey’s have resubmitted a plan for a bridge to the State Wetlands people.  We have not received a notice about a comment period.  Jennifer will contact the State.
8) The Planning Commission is continuing to reformat the 1999 plan to make it more readable, but not make substantive changes.  They hope to finish this process soon and then hold a public hearing on the plan.

9) The Ompompanoosuc water testing has covered 5 sampling dates.  The areas with the highest contamination are falling near Route 244 and the old dump.  E.coli concentrations are very high after large rainstorms.
10) The informal multi-town conservation network (Hartford, Norwich, Thetford, Strafford and Hartland) have assembled data about land in current use and the names of the foresters working on these parcels.  They are considering hosting a gathering of these foresters (and others?) to discuss how to gather information on vernal pools, wetlands, rare and endangered plants, special features and other items that we are looking to inventory.  
11) We will walk the boundary of the Hughes Forest in late October – after leaf-off and before rifle season.
12) Ann Lavanway has submitted a letter to the selectboard asking to become a member of the Commission.
Respectfully Submitted,

Heather Carlos
