Minutes of the Thetford Conservation Commission – June 21, 2006
Present:  Heather Carlos, Bob Pulaski, Bill Shepard, Li Shen, Jennifer Davey
Absent:  Scott Stokoe, Ted Levin, Pat Weyrick
Guest:  Ehrhard Frost, Ann Lavanway, Elise Tillinghast
1) Minutes from the May 10th, 2006 meeting were approved.
2) Ann Lavanway is interested in joining the Commission.  She will submit a letter to the Selectboard.  
3) Bill Bridge is interested in working on the Trail on the Hughes Forest.  We need to complete the Management Plan.  Jennifer will recirculate the draft to members and other interested parties.  There is also an issue with motorized vehicles traveling on the property.  Ehrhard will drop a few trees across the area where tracks have been seen.  Bill Shepard will create a sign for the access area from Sawnee Bean.
4) PMNA - Bill will follow up with Ellis Paige on keeping the trail open and to mow the portion of the field this fall.  The WHIP grant will help to fund this work.  Ehrhard and Jennifer will walk the property to clarify which sections will be mowed and also the plan for the invasives.  We also need to collect the barbed wire and landscape fabric that is on the property.
5) The new Planning Commission has been formed and will meet on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays at 7:15pm.  They are currently working on the draft of the Town Plan and hope to have the public hearing on the Plan soon.  They will then start to work on updating zoning regulations in order to be in compliance with State regulations as well as the Town Plan.

6) Long-term planning – we will set aside a large portion of a future meeting to start brainstorming about what we want to accomplish over the next two years.
7) The New England Wildlife Society workshop series is continuing.  These are geared towards conservation commission members.
8) Palmer Land Conservation is underway, UVLT is close to making their fundraising goal.

9) The water sampling and testing for E.coli in the Ompomp has started and we reviewed the first results.
10) Next meeting – the July meeting will be canceled due to lack of a quorum.  Our next meeting will be August 9th.

11) The draft of the letter asking consulting foresters to send us information on vernal pools and wetlands was reviewed.  Li will send the letter out.
Respectfully Submitted,

Heather Carlos
